SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

GUIDANCE NOTES ON THE PROVISIONS OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE ACT 1983 AND BYELAWS MADE UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1961 RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OF HAIDRESSERS AND BARBERS

Introduction

The Council have resolved that Section 11 of the Staffordshire Act 1983 will apply to the District from 1st January 1985.  The effect of this is that it is an offence, in South Staffordshire, for any person to carry on the business of Hairdresser or Barber, whether from a fixed premises or trading as a mobile hairdresser, unless he/she and, where appropriate, the business premises are registered with this Council.

Registrations will remain in force indefinitely and no fee is payable for registration.

The Council have also adopted byelaws under the provisions of Section 77 of the Public Health Act, 1961 for the purpose of securing the cleanliness of relevant premises and practices.  The byelaws were originally designed to cover fixed premises but the provisions relating to equipment, practices and personal hygiene are equally relevant to mobile hairdressers.

A person who is registered is required to display a copy of the registration certificate and of the byelaws.

Regard must also be had to the duties of employers, employees and self-employed persons under the provisions of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974.

Code of Practice for Hygiene Standards

The information below is given as a guide to the necessary standards which will need to be attained in order to comply with the byelaws.  Failure to comply may result in formal action being taken by this Authority.

1.
Training
1.1
All persons engaged in the business of hairdressing should have been properly trained.

2.
Constructional Standards
2.1
The internal walls, floors, doors, windows, ceilings and screen partitions of the premises should be of sound construction, smooth finish and capable of being readily cleansed and redecorated where appropriate.  Finishes should be light reflective colours.

2.2
Effective and suitable means of ventilation should be provided.

2.3
Effective provision should be made for lighting the premises, 500 LUX being the recommended level for the operational area.

3.
Cleanliness of Premises and Maintenance and Cleanliness of Fixtures
3.1
The internal walls, floors, doors, windows, ceilings, woodwork and all other internal parts of the premises shall be maintained in a clean condition.

3.2
There shall be provided in the premises suitable and sufficient covered bins or receptacles for collection of all waste materials and every such bin and receptacle shall be emptied as often as necessary, but, in any event, not less than once each day.

3.3
Every chair, seat, bed or couch in the premises shall be maintained in a clean condition and kept in such good order, repair and condition as to enable them to be effectively cleaned.

3.4
Every shelf, table, cabinet, cupboard, wash hand basin, and all other furniture and fittings in the premises shall be maintained in a clean condition and kept in such good order, repair and condition as to enable them to be effectively cleaned.

4.
Cleanliness of Instruments, Materials and Equipment
4.1
All gowns, wraps or other protective clothing shall be in a clean condition before use with any customer.

4.2
Paper and other materials used as a covering on a chair or seat or couch and any towel, cloth or any article which is applied to the customer’s skin shall be clean and shall not have been previously used in connection with any other customer unless it consists of a material which can be and has been adequately cleaned.

4.3
All items of equipment must be clean before use with any customer.  (See Appendix 1 for advice on cleansing and sterilisation).

4.4
A fresh supply of water shall be used for purposes of shaving, shampooing or washing each customer.

5.
Personal Cleanliness of Operator
5.1
Every person who attends a customer must ensure that:-


(a)
they have clean hands;


(b)
that they wear a clean washable overall; and


(c)
that any boil, sore, scratch or broken skin on any exposed part of their body, is effectively covered by a impermeable dressing.

6.
Washing Facilities
6.1
There shall be provided and maintained on the premises, a sink properly connected to the drainage system with a supply of clean, running hot and cold water for the purpose of washing instruments, equipment and containers used in connection with the business.

6.2
There shall be provided and maintained on the premises sufficient wash hand basins, properly connected to the drainage system, with a supply of clean, running hot and cold water for the purpose of hand washing.  It should be sited conveniently accessible to the operating area and provided and maintained with soap, nailbrush and disposable towels or other suitable drying facilities.

7.
First Aid
7.1
There must be provided and maintained for persons engaged in the business a first aid kit containing suitable and sufficient bandages, dressings (including waterproof dressings) and antiseptic.

APPENDIX  1

SUITABLE METHODS FOR CLEANING AND STERILISING INSTRUMENTS AND EQUIPMENT USED IN HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS

A
CLEANING


It is important that all hair and grease are cleaned off equipment before it is sterilised.

B
STERILISING


(a)
Boiling – To sterilise by boiling, sodium carbonate should be added to the water, and the instruments boiled for five minutes.  The disadvantages of this method are that some instruments may rust or will be too hot to handle.


(b)
Formalin – Instruments must be soaked in a 5% solution for one minute.  Formalin will deteriorate in storage if kept for long periods.


(c)
Lysol – Instruments must be soaked in a 5% solution for three minutes.  Lysol will emit an odour.


(d)
Sodium Hypochlorite – instruments must be soaked in a 0.1% solution for two minutes.  Sodium Hypochlorite will deteriorate in storage if kept for long periods.


(e)
Q.A.C. (Quaternary Ammonium Compounds) – Instruments must be soaked in a 0.1 solution for thirty seconds.


(f)
Sterilising Cabinets – Cabinets, which sterilise by using formaldehyde gas or ultra-violet lights, are available.

It is recommended that two sets of instruments are provided, so that one may be used while the other is sterilised.  

