MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16th MARCH 2011.

Present: Councillors, Mrs M Rogers (Vice Chairman), Mrs R Davis (Ex-Officio), DM Wiseman, Mrs ED Ray, Mrs J Barlow, and co-opted members Mr. John Fallon, Mr J Cutler and Mrs Cathy Barlow. 

In the absence of the Chairman Mrs L Hingley, Councilor Mrs M Rogers thanked all the members on the Committee on their behalf for their efforts and work achieved through the Committee over the past 4 years of the life of this Council.  She also thanked all of the Parish Staff for their hard work for the Committee.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies of absence were submitted on behalf of Councilors Mrs L Hingley (Chairman), JE Gosling, Mrs S Harris and RL Simmons.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Mrs R Davies declared non prejudicial interest in Daneford and Jubilee Gardens as they are in the Conservation Area.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meetings of the Recreation and Environment Committee held on 12th January 2011, having been circulated previously, were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings at that meeting.

4.
MATTERS ARISING 


None were reported.

5.
Update on progress re Jubilee and Daneford Gardens

The recommendation from the last Committee meeting had been put to the Council and agreed.  The plans had been drafted and the tender process has started.  The tenders should be back for discussion at the April Parish Council meeting.
As reported at the Parish Council meeting the Clerk reminded members that alterations such as fence heights or bench locations could be altered when the tenders have been received.  She had instructed Mr Gaskin to do a line by line costing, so when the tenders are received, members can look at the quotes and remove / alter items that they wish to, without having to go out and re-tender.

Items not included in the tender / plans are the notice boards, direction sign to KSCA or warning signs.  The Clerk showed members of the Committee a nicer type of sign which would be more suitable for the conservation area.
Members discussed the main issue of contention which was the sitting of a low fence which was on the plans.  The Clerk reminded members of the Health and Safety Risk Assessment that said the area should have adequate signage and the river bank should be clear on the top and going to the water s you can see the danger and also there should be a fence or demarcation of the top of the bank.
Cllr D Wiseman proposed and it was seconded by J Cutler that a recommendation is put forward to the Council that the fence on the plans is not installed and that suitable demarcation should take its place.  On a vote this was carried with 6 for and 2 against.

It was noted that the proposed box hedge should be looked at in more detail, as the idea behind it was to have a low maintenance border, however leaves and debris will gather under the hedge which will need clearing.  Perhaps a small flower bed would be better suited.

The Clerk suggested that as this was such a large project at the Council meeting in April, there should be time for an adequate discussion to take place on this item.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send a memo to all councilors suggesting starting the meeting early to allow for a maximum of an hour to discuss this project fully.

Cllrs D Wiseman, Mrs J Barlow and Mrs ED Ray indicated they would be happy to attend the meeting early.

6.
TO DISCUSS THE ADULT FITNESS TRAIL


The Clerk has received a letter from the KAG Group saying that unfortunately although they would love to be involved with the project, they felt they have not got the time to undertake this.  Also they are concerned about undertaking another project in the vicinity of the KSCA.  This letter was circulated to all Councilors.  Members agreed to defer further discussion on this project until the new Council has been elected in May.
7.
COMMUNICATION AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHAIRMAN


None were reported.

8.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS


None

9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was noted as Wednesday 25th May 2011.  

10.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

It was Resolved to recommend to the Parish Council that the fence on the edge of the river banks for both gardens on the plans prepared by Mr Gaskin is not installed and that suitable demarcation should take its place.
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