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South Staffordshire Council

Education, Youth and Community Groups

Green Rewards 

For those ‘doing their bit’ to help sustain a beautiful South Staffordshire

For education, youth and community groups in South Staffordshire which demonstrate good
environmental and sustainable practice 
The Award
	South Staffordshire Green Reward scheme recognises and publicises the hard work of local education, youth and community groups, which demonstrate an active commitment to good environmental and sustainable practice.  By being concerned about their environment, groups are rewarded to help ensure a better quality of life for everyone, both today and in the future within our district.
South Staffordshire Green Rewards provide cash prizes for outstanding initiatives.  The overall winner will be awarded £500.  There will also be 2 x £100 prizes for ‘highly commended’ entries.

The scheme is being run in conjunction with Wolverhampton Trading (Metals) Ltd, who recycle cans collected in the Councils local recycling banks.

Winners will be expected to use their winnings to support ongoing or new projects relating to good environmental practice and sustainable development and promote local recycling or waste minimisation.

Only groups within South Staffordshire can apply.


Entry criteria 
	· All education, youth & community groups in the district of South Staffordshire are eligible 
· Entries should describe what they are doing at the moment to look after their local environment through a tick box questionnaire.  These include initiatives such as: 
· Energy Saving
· Green Purchasing
· Green Transport
· Fair Trade
· Save Water
· Recycling / Waste Minimisation
· Organic gardening & composting
· Litter & nature conservation
· Entries should demonstrate good environmental sustainable practice.
· Entries should provide a good example for others to follow and offer the opportunity for staff, community & pupil involvement.
· Entries should be backed up by clear information on how the reward would be spent and how it will benefit the local environment.
All entries will be judged and marked according to these entry criteria.


How to Enter
	· Complete both parts of the application form  (both Parts 1 & 2) and describe your group’s initiative, which the reward will be spent on.
· Entries should be submitted with additional information where appropriate (photographs, plans, reports, etc.)
· Entries can be posted, faxed or e-mailed and should be sent to: Amanda Munro at South Staffordshire Council (details on application form) 
· The closing date for entries is 1 July each year.


Judging
	The judging panel includes representatives from prominent organisations & the Local Strategic Partnership for South Staffordshire.  (LSP).
Site visits for final judging will take place after the closing date followed by an award presentation later in the year.  The panels initial judging will be based on the entry criteria previously stated.  More information on the judging criteria is attached.  The judges' decision is final.

	

	For further details contact:

Amanda Munro, Recycling Officer, South Staffordshire Council 01902 696315 or e-mail: a.munro@sstaffs.gov.uk
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South Staffordshire Council

Education, Youth and Community Groups

Green Rewards
Application Form – Part 2

Tell us who you are:

	Name of applicant:
	Tel No:

	Title of applicant:
	Fax No:

	Organisation:
	Email:

	Address:




There are 2 Parts to the application form Part 1 & Part 2.  Please complete both.

1. Part 1 - Actions you are already taking to sustain the local environment. (fill in Part 1 of the form)
2. Part 2 - Title and brief description of the project you would spend the winning reward on.  Describe your project fully in no more than 2 sides of A4 labelled Part 2.

Describe:

_ what you plan to do

_ why the project is needed

_ what you plan to spend the money on

_ what the project activities will do

_ how these activities will help to achieve good environmental practice

_ how your project will involve the local community 

	Applicants Signature:


	Date:


Please return this Parts 1 and Part 2 of your application form and any additional material to:

Amanda Munro, Recycling Officer

South Staffordshire Council, Council Offices, Codsall, South Staffordshire. WV8 1PX

Tel No: 01902 696315

Fax No: 01902 696305 

Email a.munro.sstaffs.gov.uk

The closing date for applications is 1 July

	The Green Rewards have been set up as part of South Staffordshire Council’s Sustainable Development programme, which aims to improve quality of life for all, both today and in the future


South Staffordshire

Green Rewards Judging Criteria
 

 
A short list of finalists will be drawn up from applications received.  The judges will be sent those projects short-listed prior to the judges meeting.  Additional supportive materials will be viewed at the meeting before any final decisions are made.
It is advantageous that entries show they promote waste awareness, reduction, reuse or recycling in some way in the local community.  It may be the group provides recycling facilities which local residents are encouraged to participate in, i.e. a paper bank at a school, local children are encouraged to recycle at school or home, or producing local posters in the area to recycle or compost.  Groups that encourage participation in recycling or waste minimisation will gain more points.

The judges will look at the project as a whole and evaluate how 'green' it is.  Judges will be looking for evidence that the concepts of sustainable development are embodied within the project.  The project must demonstrate good environmental practice. The most common ways being; improving energy efficiency, reducing waste, reducing water use, reducing pollution or improving the local environment.  Examples include reducing the amount of car journeys, using local food and local suppliers, addressing impact on climate change or finding new ways to use waste.
 The Reward money must be spent on a sustainable project and encourage all round participation and involvement of the community and group.  
As the Green Rewards are an annual event the projects need to be new or be on going projects with new elements or ideas.  Projects may build on ideas from previous years or take several years to implement.  In these cases it should be made clear what the new aspect is and what work has been done in the previous twelve months.
The Project must offer opportunity for staff, community & pupil involvement.  Participation and empowerment are important issues when thinking about sustainable development.  Therefore any project that encourages participation will gain more points.  The greater the participation the better.  For instance involving staff, community or pupils in the planning and decision making process of a scheme will score higher than a scheme were people are simply expected to follow directives.  People will be more inclined to make a scheme work if they have some ownership.
 
All applications should be clear and comprehensive.  High marks will be given to clear, well presented applications.
 
Good Luck!
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