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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH JANUARY 2011
AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES AT 95 HIGH STREET, KINVER

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs R Davis (Chairman), MR Davies (Vice-Chairman),  

Councillors: Mrs ED Ray, DH Hadlington, D Light, HH Williams, Mrs J Barlow, BR Edwards 
1.
OPENING PRAYERS

The Rev. David Blackburn led the Council in prayer.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies of absence were received from Councillors Mrs S Harris, Mrs M Rogers, Mrs L Hingley, JE Gosling, RL Simmons, JK Hall and DM Wiseman.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs ED Ray declared a personal and prejudicial interest in relation to the CAB Grant Application.

4.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2010, having been circulated in advance of the current meeting, were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings at that meeting.

5.
UPDATE ON STREET FURNITURE FOR THE HIGH STREET

Mr Hayden Baugh-Jones addressed the Council and gave the following update:-

· Since the County finished the main part of the works at the end of November, District had taken a short time to catch up with other outstanding issues under its jurisdiction, but He and Pat Davies were now refocusing on Kinver.
· The tree guards are being installed on Friday 7th January.

· The bins have been delivered to Codsall and are awaiting installation.  They will be fitted by removing the paving blocks from under the base of the bin, this will then be filled with concrete and the bin will be fixed to the concrete.

·  The final drawings for the benches are nearing completion. They have been quite difficult to design as they serve three purposes; Firstly, as a seat that is designed to be used to rest a while and move on (not to be so comfortable that it encourages people to sit there for long periods of time); the second is to block cars from going on the pavement; thirdly, it will be used to locate signs as the stone element will hold information on the car parking etc.

· EON will soon be replacing all of the street light bulbs with white ones, so as they all match and will compliment the up-lighters on the trees. They will also improve the brightness of lighting in the High Street
· The timers are now in place for the up-lighters.

· The PCT’s solicitors still have not agreed the terms for the village square. The stumbling block for their solicitor is that if the village green is allowed then it could hinder the PCT in the future if they ever wished to extend the clinic. This is a non issue in the eyes of the District Council as they are only wishing to use a small parcel of the land which is mostly under the jurisdiction of the Highways Authority in any case.
· The proposed shelter at the Burgesses is on hold until the costs for the village green / square are confirmed, to ensure that there are enough funds for the proposed works by the clinic.

· The last item is the provision of notice-boards. The Clerk circulated a picture of the proposed boards for members to consider.  The boards will be a similar size to the present ones but the suggested ones will be enclosed. Members agreed that there were advantages in changing to enclosed boards and preferred colour choice of anodised dark bronze as opposed to black.  It was noted that similar boards could be purchased for Jubilee Gardens and Potters Cross in the future.
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· The stone pillars to go at the entrance of the village were to be ordered with the benches, but the District Council may have to look at ordering those earlier in light of the issues surrounding the benches detailed above.

· The completion date is unlikely to be Easter due to the delays with the benches and the PCT, but the District is striving to get the project completed as soon as practicable.

Councillor HH Williams raised the issue of the lorries blocking the High Street still whilst delivering to the 2 supermarkets.  Mr Baugh-Jones said he would check what is happening with Mr Neil Harvey who is dealing with the Health and Safety issues relating to this problem and will let us have an update as soon as possible.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1.
Yellow lines at Potters Cross
The Clerk has circulated a letter from the County re the proposed waiting restrictions.  They have agreed to reduce the no parking times as suggested by the Council to 45 minutes. They cannot limit the parking to term time only due to restrictions within parking regulations.

Staffordshire County Council is requesting that the Council withdraw their formal objection so that the order can be placed and implemented for the parking changes.

It was Resolved to formally withdraw the Parish Council’s previous comments, and send a reply to Mr Parkes stating that the Parish Council has no objections to the proposed yellow lines / parking restrictions, but we would ask that the yellow lines are extended as far as is possible and practical from the junctions.

6.2
Back Church Hill

An update from the County Council has been received as follows:-

“I think Dave Powell has already explained the reasons for the temporary order on Back Church Hill being removed, meanwhile the permanent order is coming to the final stages of completion.  We have publicly advertised the order with on-street notices, a press release and a copy of the order in the local library, however a number of objections have been received and these need to be responded to and wherever possible withdrawn before we can proceed further.  If these objections cannot be withdrawn then a report will be sent to the Traffic Manager Nick Miller, he will review the proposal along with all the correspondence's we have received from members of the public and make a decision on whether to proceed with or abandon the scheme.

I intend to write up the report today, however with the weather, staffing levels due to illness and the Christmas break, it is unlikely that this will be reviewed until the New Year.

I hope this information has been helpful to you, but if you do need anything further then just let me know.

John Parkes

Community Traffic Management Officer

Community Highway Liaison”

The above was noted, in addition to this information it was reported that the road would be resurfaced / pot holes filled in, in the near future.

6.3
Tree Works 


The tree works to Danesford and Jubilee Gardens will take place on the 9th January. This was noted.
6.4
Comber Ridge 

The trees / shrubs have been planted at Comber Ridge during December. This was noted.
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7.
TO DISCUSS THE IDEA OF EASTER CELEBRATIONS
The funds remaining for this project is two budget sums from the unspent Civic Service of £700 and £250 which was allocated from last year’s budget for advertising.  It was agreed to defer discussion on this item until a completion date for the High Street works is available.
8.
TO DISCUSS IF THE COUNCIL WISH TO MARK THE ROYAL WEDDING IN APRIL
The Clerk reminded members that in the past the Council had on 2 occasions distributed mugs and once spoons were issued to the young people of the parish.

It was felt by members that a more practical approach to commemorating this event should be taken. Dedication of a tree / bench on the refurbished Jubilee Gardens would be better value for money. It was therefore Resolved to refer this item to the Recreation and Environment Committee meeting to allow them to discuss the item along with any future plans for Jubilee and Danesford Gardens.

9.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Standing orders were raised to enable members of the public present to speak.

Mrs Barbara Owen addressed the Council on 2 matters. She felt that it may not be appropriate to commemorate Prince William’s wedding as there are different circumstances now compared to previous Royal Weddings.  Also she felt that it would be too controlling to enclose the Parish notice-boards and they should remain open.


Rev. David Blackburn, did not agree with this point of view, he thought it would be better for the notice-boards to be enclosed so that the correct size notices can be placed on the board, and notices are not removed or covered over before events have happened etc.

Also he expressed his support for the one way system at Back Church Hill.


Standing orders were reinstated.
10.
COUNTY / DISTRICT COUNCILLORS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ON ANY MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE PARISH


Councillor B Edwards reported on the following items:-
· Due to changes by the Government, the District Council has lost its rate support grant which means that income will be hit by a loss of 35% over the next 2 years.

· The Concessionary Travel scheme has been moved away from the District Council to the County Council. This again has had a major impact on revenue to the District Council. In the future there will only be bus passes available and these will only be able to be used between 9.30am – 11.30pm daily. Tokens will no longer be issued.
· The District Council, in light of the above, have managed to prepare balanced budgets for the next 2 years, however they are asking for voluntary redundancies to cover the deficit in income of circa £1 million pounds.

· The rules on predetermination are changing through the Localism Bill, which will give Councillors better opportunity to engage with the public on matters and also indicate if they support / or not issues like planning applications etc.  At present if a District Councillor speaks to the applicants re planning before it is discussed at District Council, they can be guilty of predetermination and exclude themselves from being able to vote on the application.

· Grit levels for this year were doubled by the County Council from 15 tons to 30 tons, however, they have only 8 tons left in stock and have tried to order a further 10 tons but have only been allowed 5 tons.

· The community maintenance gangs are undertaking filling of the pot holes and minor repairs to try to deal with the large numbers being reported.

Councillor D Light expressed his concerns over the difficulties he and the residents of the Brockleys Walk Estate area have been experiencing in getting hold of Mr David Wright.  
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Mr Wright sent a letter to the Parish Office (which was circulated to all members) asking if communities would help by clearing the snow / roadways in their area.  He along with several residents happily agreed to undertake this role, however they had experienced difficulties in getting grit to the grit bins for use by the local community and also getting Mr Wright to actually acknowledge their emails / phone calls.

Councillor B Edwards said he would look into this matter on their behalf.

It was noted by all members that there is a huge problem caused by individuals using the grit from the bins for private use, which considerably reduces the amount of grit for use on the highway for which it is intended.
11.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN
The Chairman’s original report is set out as appendix 1 to these minutes. 
The Chairman reported that she had attending the prize giving of the Best Dressed Window Competition with Gavin Williamson MP on the 23rd December, Mary Stevens Hospice shop won first prize, followed by Omnipresent and Just Petals.

It was noted that before the Christmas break, Halfpenny Green Airport had actually had a full scale emergency. Luckily the pilot in trouble managed to reach the airport and land safely. All the emergency vehicles / people were on site in case they were needed and it was good to know that the emergency procedure worked well.
12.
CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the following matters –

12.1.
Gritting Pavements
Over the past month, we have been approached by many members of Council and the public re the state of the un-gritted pavements in the High Street.  To clarify the situation the Clerk contacted David Wright at the County Council and asked him to let me know what (as a Council) we can and can’t do.


He has confirmed that if the Parish Council’s Technicians clear the ice / snow, it is unlikely that we would be sued as long as it was cleared in a common sense way.  The Clerk challenged this wording with Mr Wright, but that is the strongest statement that they can make.


The County are prepared to supply a saline solution to the Parish Council and apparatus / training to spray the solution onto the ground, for both technicians to use without cost to the Parish.

The Clerks main concern is that boundaries should be set as to exactly what we would be responsible for clearing as we cannot do the whole village.  She would suggest that we should only keep the walk way as clear as practicable in the High Street, within the 20mph zone, and perhaps consider the areas where cars drive onto the main car parks owned by the District.  Parish Council would then need to consider carefully the implications of clearing any of the other car parks as they are privately owned.
Councillor D Light, whilst understanding the need for the pavements to be cleared, expressed his concerns for the Maintenance Technicians.  If the paths are cleared and someone fell, it is possible that the Parish Council could still sued by the person that fell due to the use of the word “unlikely.”  Although the Government website states that you have a duty to yourself to walk carefully in icy conditions this may not be good enough.
Councillor B Edwards suggested that the Clerk contact our Insurance Company with the above information and ask for clarification on this matter. If we are not covered by the insurers then the Parish Council cannot undertake the clearing of the ice / snow. Therefore it was Resolved that the Clerk write to the insurance company to seek its position on this matter, and report back to the next meeting.  In the mean time no action is to be taken on use of the saline solution until a response is received from the Insurance Company.
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12.2.
Queens Diamond Jubilee 2012

A letter has been received from the Staffordshire Office of the Lieutenancy asking if the Parish Council can consider lighting a beacon for the above weekend which will be 2nd through to the 5th June 2012.

It was Resolved that the Clerk write to the National Trust and ask if it would be willing to light a beacon for this event. If a positive response is received from them, then the Clerk to contact the Staffordshire Office of the Lieutenancy.

12.3.
CAB Grant request
A grant request has been received from the South Staffs CAB. This item was referred to the next Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting.
12.4.
Publications for inspection and note
SPCA

LCR magazine

Lottery Funding Bulletin

Update on the abolition of the standards board regime

MISC ITEMS

Churchill and Blakedown agenda and papers.

ICCM

Kinver Bowling Club – thank you letter for the grant

Statement from Chief Constable Mike Cunningham

Notification of the start of the electoral review of Staffordshire

Information circulated from John Littleton.

13.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

13.1
Planning & Development Committee Meetings of the 15th December  2010
The minutes of the above meetings, having been circulated, were Received, it being noted that the recommendations comprised items referred directly to the South Staffordshire District Council in relation to planning matters and to the Staffordshire County Council in relation to highways matters.
14.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
The Accounts as presented were approved for payment and a copy is attached as Appendix 2 to these minutes.  

The following further invoices have been received:-


BT £304.17
Burwartons £564

ING £116.32

Councillor Mrs ED Ray asked that thanks be given to the Maintenance Technicians for managing to put all 60 Christmas trees and cross street lights up this year. Members commented on the excellence of the display.
15.
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

None were reported.
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16.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Gritting on pavements


17.
DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
Environment and Recreation Committee 


12th January 2011 

Planning and Development Committee    


19th January 2011
Public Rights of Way Committee 



26th January 2011

Parish Council 
             2nd February 2011

Finance and General Purposes Committee     
  

 9th February 2011

Planning and Development Committee    


10th February 2011
Burial Ground Committee 




 23rd February 2011

Appendix 1 to the Minutes of the Parish Council of 5th January 2011 

15th December Wolverhampton Airport Consultative Committee Meeting

The movement figures show an upward trend, showing a small recovery and figures are an improvement on last year. However December has been very quiet, not helped by the weather. They do not have a snow clearance policy as snow and ice are not themselves a problem. Also because of the condition of the runways, any snow clearance equipment would cause damage to the tarmac.  Slush is the biggest hazard.

They have bought equipment to make the airport more self -sufficient rather than buy in services e.g. marking of white lines etc. They have smartened up existing buildings and will need to spend on tarmac especially with the cold weather/ frost over the next few months.

They are turning away business from the hangers as they have full capacity and the small units, except for two, are occupied. ( My Comment…This is mentioned at each meeting, no figures are produced as to the extent of the loss of business but this will no doubt be used if and when they wish to expand as it will be used as  continued evidence of need!!)

There are no plans for further markets. Future events are planned: 

25th April Wings and Wheels: This hopefully will include the model aircraft fliers which were a great success last time.

21st/22nd May 1940’s Re-enactment. This will include a Hanger Dance with a Big Band on the night of 21st May.

Two Complaints have been received since the last meeting.

10th October 2010 Bridgnorth: Complaint about a low flying aircraft practicing engine failure close to a property, alarming children and animals. This is a pilot error as he did not realize that there was a property amongst the trees. This type of practice is essential standard training, but the pilot should ensure that they are no closer than 500feet from houses, fences etc. The pilot apologised.

19th October 2010 Bobbington: Complaint about a low flying military aircraft which ended with an abusive rant about helicopters… the call was terminated when the abuse continued.

There as a query about planes landing “without a license”…information on the web is often out of date and any temporary permits are issued by the CAA and the airport is not informed of these. Another query was raised about an unmarked black twin engine jet which periodically flies over Swindon. It was not thought to be one from the airport but it was suggested that the next time it is seen, the observer phones the airport and they can check it out.

It was reported that under cuts planned by the government the number of police helicopter bases will be reduced. However it is understood that the helicopter at Halfpenny Green will remain and the one presently kept at Birmingham Airport could be transferred here. However no official notification has yet been issued.

16th December Update Meeting with Hayden Baugh Jones 

The negotiations with the PCT are still on going. Any agreement will now be in the New Year.  It is hoped to have the tree guards in place before Christmas… weather permitting. Litter bins have been delivered and will be installed as soon as possible.  Bike racks will be installed in January. Two new notice boards will be purchased and a suitable type will be discussed at the council meeting. Hayden has sent a brochure showing a suggested design…. I emphasised the present problems with parking on the pavement where there is no street furniture to prevent it and urged that it should all be in place as soon as possible. The installation of the white lights is still to be sorted as E-on has not yet given a quote for the work. They also have to sort out the timers on the tree up-lighters. The benches are likely to be the last features to be installed.

16th December Standards Committee Meeting

It is expected that all councillors elected in May will be required to sign the Statutory Code of Conduct which will still be legal at that time.  The present government intend to abolish the Standards Board, Standards Committees and the Code but it is not expected to be rescinded until the end of 2011. However, it is intended to make misuse of a position on council for financial gain a criminal offence.  As a strong new deterrent, Eric Pickles suggests that failing to register or disclose a personal interest that impacts on council business would result in criminal proceedings. This is a greater penalty than the present code which would usually require an apology or suspension. This is expected to be part of the Localism Bill.

Appendix 2 to the Minutes of the Parish Council of 5th January 2011 

	Accounts for payment 5th January 2011
	

	
	
	

	Ratification
	
	

	
	
	

	Premier Engraving
	Plaques for sponsored benches
	105.75

	Red Tree 
	Payment  for sponsored benches
	996.4

	
	
	

	
	Total
	1102.15

	
	
	

	Accounts for payment
	
	

	 
	 
	 

	Brian Spaull
	Fees for December
	90.00

	British Telecom
	
	304.17

	Burwarton estates
	Supply of Xmas Trees
	564.00

	Home and Hardware
	Misc supplies
	 

	Inland Revenue
	Payment for December
	1418.05

	ING Leasing
	Lease for franker
	116.32

	JRK
	Stationary / maintenance supplies
	36.74

	Petty Cash
	December
	40.51

	P & S Contracts
	Hedge cutting
	170.00

	R H Electrical
	Works to the Christmas Lights
	184.90

	Salaries
	January
	4414.76

	Staffordshire Pension Fund
	Pensions for December
	524.02

	SWOPS
	Diesel
	115.00

	Viking Direct
	Rock salt / stationary
	38.14

	
	Total
	8016.61

	
	
	

	List of Monthly Direct Debits
	
	

	
	
	

	Utility Warehouse 
	Mobile Bill up to November
	18.80

	Utility Warehouse
	Gas/electricity supplied for PC Office
	184.25

	Utility Warehouse
	Toilets at Car Park electricity
	6.94

	Utility Warehouse
	Toilets at Kinver Edge electricity
	16.47

	South Staffs HA
	Garage Rental
	28.58

	SSDC 
	Rates for office
	262.00

	Total Fuels
	 
	58.38

	Pitney Bowes
	Postage
	0.00

	O2
	Refund
	-8.20

	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	

	
	
	

	Toilet Income
	
	20.00

	Burial fees
	 
	260.00

	Interest
	 
	9.66

	Harris Allday
	CA Trust bond
	6607.39

	 
	 
	 

	
	Total
	6897.05
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