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KEEPING YOUR VOTE WHEN LIVING ABROAD

Introduction

Many British citizens living abroad have the right to vote at parliamentary and European Parliamentary elections held in the UK.  (This does not include local government elections).  This information sheet explains who can vote and how to register as an overseas elector.

Who can Vote?

If you do not live in the UK you can vote at parliamentary and European Parliamentary elections if you register as an overseas elector.  However, you must be a British Citizen.  You must also satisfy either of the following two groups of conditions:

Group 1

· Your name was previously on the electoral register for an address in the UK.

· You were living in the UK on the qualifying date for that register.

· There are no more than 15 years between the qualifying dates for that register and the register you now want to be on.

Group 2

· You last lived in the UK less than 15 years before the qualifying date for the register you now want to be on.

· You were too young to be on the electoral register which was based on the last qualifying date before you left.

· A parent or guardian was on that electoral register, for he address where you were living on that date.

· You are at least 18 years old, or will become 18 when the register you now want to be on is in force.

Only British Citizens can register as overseas electors.  Other Commonwealth citizens or citizens of the Republic or Ireland can register and vote at UK elections only when resident in the UK.

In England, Wales and Scotland the qualifying date is 15th October.  This is for the electoral register which comes into force on the 1st December.  It remains in force for all elections for one year.

When to Register

You have to register every year on or before 15th October (or 15 September if you were previously living in Northern Ireland).  You may continue to register for 15 years;

· from the qualifying date for the last electoral register you were on as a UK resident (or, if you were too young to register, from the date you left)

· to the qualifying date for the register you want to be on as an overseas elector.

For example, if you left the UK on 11 October 1998; and your name (or that of a parent or guardian) was on the February 1999/2000 electoral register; then you will qualify for registration as an overseas elector on all registers up to the 2015 register, but not on any later register.

How to register as an overseas elector

You are required to fill in an Overseas Elector’s Declaration form.  You can get one (by writing or in person) from the nearest British consular or diplomatic mission.

You will need to give:

Your full name and overseas address;

The UK address where you were last registered (or the address where you were living on the last qualifying date before you left); and

The date you left the UK.

If this is the first time you have made an overseas elector’s declaration ( or if you have been registered as an elector living in the UK since making a previous declaration) you will have to give additional information to show you are a British citizen. If you left in the UK before you were old enough to register, you will have to provide a copy of your full birth certificate and information about the parent or guardian whose registration you are relying on.

If this is the first time you have made an overseas elector’s declaration, you will also have to find someone to support what you say in your declaration. He or she can be anyone who:

· is aged 18 or over:

· has a British passport which describes his or her status as a “British citizen”;

· is not living in the UK; and

· knows you but is not a close relative (husband, wife, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild)

How to vote

Your vote will be cast in the constituency which includes the address where you were last registered as a UK elector (or where your parent or guardian was registered).

You cannot vote by post. You will need to appoint someone to vote on your behalf. This is called a proxy. The application form for appointing a proxy is attached to the Overseas Elector’s Declaration form.

Your proxy must be:

· able and willing to vote on your behalf;

· living in the UK

· a British citizen or a citizen of the Commonwealth or of the Republic of Ireland;

· old enough to vote; and

· legally allowed to vote.

A proxy may not vote at the same election for more than two people unless they are a close relative (husband, wife, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild) of the people they are voting for. Your proxy does not have to sign the form. As long as you have consulted them and they have confirmed that they can and will be your proxy, only you need sign the form.

If you cannot contact the person who you want as your proxy, tear off the proxy part of the declaration form. Send it to the proxy to sign. Ask him or her to send it to the electoral registration officer for the area where you were last registered ( or where you parent or guardian was registered ).

How to return your declaration

Send your declaration and proxy application (and a copy of your birth certificate, if required ) to the electoral registration officer for the area where you were last registered ( or where your parent or guardian was registered ). The form gives you guidance on where and how to return your declaration.

Making sure you are registered

The electoral registration officer will write to tell you whether you qualify as an overseas elector and will be included on the register. If they have doubts about your age or citizenship, they may ask for further evidence or documentation. If they reject your application, they will return the declaration and explain the reasons for doing so.

Once you are registered as an overseas elector, the registration officer will send you a reminder in June or July (so long as you remain qualified ); remember you need to make a new declaration every year. Another declaration form will come with the reminder.

The electoral registration officer makes a list of overseas electors and their addresses abroad. This is available to parliamentary candidates so that they may send literature to overseas electors if they wish.

Registrations/voting as an overseas elector will not be taken into account in determining whether you have United Kingdom domicile for tax purposes.

Remember: you must make your declaration on or before 10 October (or 15 September if you were previously resident in Northern Ireland). But it will help the electoral registration officer if you do so well before that date.
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