MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BURIAL GROUND COMMITTEE OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 95 HIGH STREET KINVER

PRESENT: Councillor Mrs L Hingley (Chairman), HH Williams (Vice Chairman), Mrs, Mrs M Rogers, HH Rogers, Mrs V Davis and co-opted member Mrs M Hoult. 

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies of absence were received from Cllrs Mrs ED Ray, R Davis (Ex Officio).
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The minutes of the meetings held on 15th June 2011 were accepted, with the following amendment:-
On page 4, third bullet point the word as should be has.

4
MATTERS ARISING/CORRESPONDANCE

The Clerk has confirmed in writing to Mr and Mrs Gibbs of Sheepwash Lane, Kinver they are eligible to be buried at Comber Ridge as they lived in the village during the war years with the Harris family of Stone Lane.

5.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

The following items were reported:-
· Since the last meeting, held on 15th June 2011, there have been 4 coffin burials (1 being a reopening) and 2 interments of ashes. There has been 1 scattering of cremated remains.

· The headstones to 4 graves have been re-installed. 

· I have not received any further applications for re-fixing failed headstones.

6.
MANAGEMENT OF COMBER RIDGE BURIAL GROUND


In the budget remaining for the year for Maintenance to Comber Ridge is £1609.00
Tenders for tree work

Tender 1 – £725 +VAT
Tender 2 -  £735 + VAT
The Clerk reported that the above 2 tenders had been received for the tree work at Comber Ridge, the Clerk wrote to 3 companies to ask for quotations but only 2 quoted for the works.
It was proposed by Councillor HH Williams and seconded by Councillor Mrs M Rogers that the work be undertaken from the Burial Ground Maintenance budget at a cost of £725 +VAT, the work to commence asap.

On a vote this was carried unanimously.

Layout of new area

Plans attached as appendix 1 to these minutes showing a draft of the area in-between East and West were put to the committee for discussion.

Members were pleased with the layout and they had looked at it on site prior to the meeting.  It was proposed by Councillor HH Williams and seconded by Councillor Mrs M Rogers that we accept the layout of the plans in principal, and look at what preparation works are required closer to the time of needing to bury in that location.  This was agreed unanimously.

Costs for new hand rail and signs

The costs for installing a hand rail up the slope from the car park of West would be circa £146.90.

Councillor HH Williams pointed out at the site visit that the hand rail may cause difficulties for the coffin bearers to turn to take the coffins across to the graves and also for the mourners and the standards bearers being behind the coffin.
It was agreed not to proceed with the hand rail, but to review the situation in 12 months time.  The Clerk is to write to Mrs Davies that drew this to the Committees attention with the above information.

To buy a directional finger post would be £324.80.

The Clerk showed members a mock up of the finger post that could be installed, ithe fingers could have on signs for Comber Ridge East, West and Garden of Remembrance. Members felt that nobody knows the areas as East and West Comber Ridge and that as the graves are sequential, if you were searching for a headstone, it would not take long to identify the area required.
Members all agreed that their would not be a great benefit for visitors to the site to have the finger post so it was agreed not to continue with this idea.

Signs warning re vases etc would be £216.25 per sign. 

During the site visit you could clearly see the amount of additional vases that have been placed on the graves at Comber Ridge.  It clearly is a health and safety issue, therefore it was agreed to make a sign and laminate it and put it on the bins next to the water taps.  If it appears to help with the problem, we could look at buying a more permanent sign at a future date.

The wording for the sign will be:-

“Only 1 vase is allowed on a plot in place of a headstone, this must be made of unbreakable material.  All other vases are prohibited and will be removed. By order of Kinver Parish Council Burial Authority”
Update on Health and safety report

Health and safety report is attached as appendix 2 to these minutes for the Burial Ground, this will have to become part of our normal 3 yearly health and safety procedures.

The only action point is the Parish Council should write to the Funeral Directors (who employ the grave diggers) and inform them they must work to the correct standards for grave digging and they must have the graves shored up whilst digging and when they are left unattended. This was agreed that the Clerk write to all of the users of the site as soon as possible.
Exclusive Rights Of Burials

The Clerk has investigated this matter further and on our deed of exclusive right of burial it refers to transferring the deed to the successor of the grantee and we also have a form that the next of kin complete to state that they have authority to open the grave. This should satisfy that we are working correctly and that we need not take any further action.

The Clerk has checked with several funeral directors and other authorities and this is inline with what they do. This was noted
Fencing at Comber Ridge

Due to the dry conditions the contractor did not wish to use cutting equipment and risk starting a fire at Comber Ridge and will return during September to remove the fence.
The Chairman of the Committee at the last meeting had instructed fort he whole fence to be removed, but after seeing one piece taken out and receiving a complaint from a member of the public, she asked that the fence remains in place (in the first section from the car park) and that the panel is refitted as best as it can be.

This was agreed and the contractor will continue with the fence removal ASAP.

The Clerk reported that at the last funeral she attended, the cars are not following the desired one way system.  The cars should enter at the bottom gate (nearest Kinver Edge) and leave by the middle gate.  The Clerk at the last funeral had to stand in the gateway and direct the traffic for the funeral to the bottom gate as the hurst was parked at the foot of the slope and cars were trying to drive past the hurst to park.

It was agreed to make some temporary no entry signs and place them on the verge so as the cars do not continue to do this.

Other matters for attention:-

The tree stumps by the cremation plots are to be removed (there may be a small charge as the Clerk will ask the tree surgeon do remove them when he is on site).

The edging boards in the garden of remembrance need to be replaced.

The remaining Christmas items need to be removed from the Water works building.

The idea of plaques was discussed to remember those that have had their ashes scattered.  It was agreed to think about this matter in the future, but a possible idea would be to have small plaques mounted on a wooden stake around the tree.

7.
RULES AND REGULATIONS

It was agreed to look at the rules and regulations in line with the new area being used.  The Chairman asked anyone with any ideas to bring them to the meeting when they are discussed.

The Chairman of the council was mindful to consider looking at alternative size headstones to help with the cost at that difficult time of burying a loved one.

8.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Rules and Regulations for a future meeting, Budget 2012/13

Scattering of ashes – offering a plaque to remember loved ones.

9.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
It was Noted that the next meeting date is as Wednesday 9th November 2011

10.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
There were no recommendations to the Parish Council. 

Appendix 1 to the minutes of the Burial Ground Committee
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Appendix 2 to the minutes of the Burial Ground Committee
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Burial Ground Committee     
14th September  2011    
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