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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2011
AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES AT 95 HIGH STREET, KINVER

PRESENT:
Councillor, MR Davies (Vice-Chairman),  

Councillors: Mrs ED Ray, DH Hadlington, D Light, HH Williams, Mrs J Barlow, BR Edwards, Mrs M Rogers, Mrs L Hingley, JE Gosling, RL Simmons and DM Wiseman.

18.
OPENING PRAYERS

Councillor MR Davies led the Council in prayer.

19.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies of absence were received from Councillors Mrs R Davis (Chairman), Mrs S Harris and JK Hall.
20.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of Councillors interest.

21.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2011, having been circulated in advance of the current meeting, were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings at that meeting.

22.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

22.1.
Beacon on Kinver Edge

The National Trust has kindly agreed to light a beacon for the Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

22.2.
Zip wire seat
The plastic cover on the chain of the zip wire seat has (due to wear and tear) not vandalism split and needs to be replaced.  It is not covered under guarantee (I have checked). The cost would be £123.69 + VAT.
Wicksteed have changed the design of the seat, and the new swing seats no longer have the plastic chain cover over them, they have a different seat attachment to the chain so the new ones should last much longer.

It was Resolved that the Clerk buy the new swing seat from Wicksteed and this to be funded from the Play Area budget head.

22.3 Parish notice boards

Councillor Hingley expressed concern over the change in procedure of the enclosed notice boards in the High Street, but this was agreed by the majority at the previous meeting.

22.4
Hyde Lane road Sign

It was reported some meetings ago that the bend warning sign at the end of Hyde lane as you approach the Bridgnorth Road is obscuring motorists vision. Particularly those in larger vehicles.
Mrs Fullwood had requested that the County look at the sign in situe (which they did on the 26th January), and they have deemed there is no problem with its location (2 separate inspections have been carried out).
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Response from the County Council

“2nd Feb - The bend sign on the A458 adjacent to the junction with Hyde Lane has been reviewed and as with most rural routes this is not an easy situation however, given the various parameters for the site the sign appears to be in the best location given the following reasons; 
 
1. The sign is already at the minimum distance in advance of the tight bend and if it was moved further west of the junction (down the hill) this will cause it to potentially obscure more oncoming traffic, than if it is in the foreground. 
2.  In accordance design standards at a distance 4.5m back from the Give Way line the sign appears to cause little obstruction at a driver’s eye height of approximately 1m or 2m (see attached photos). 
3.  At a distance of 2.4m back from the Give Way line the sign also appears to cause little obstruction at a driver’s eye height of approximately 1m or 2m (see attached photos). 
4.  Moving the sign further away from the carriageway in its present location would potentially reduce its visibility and effectiveness for westbound drivers on the A458 and if anything the greater visibility onto the A458 (west) from Hyde Lane is at 4.5m from the Give Way line and this where larger vehicles are likely to be positioned. “
Some members felt that the County should re-evaluate their decision and it was Resolved that the Clerk write to the County and ask them to look at moving this sign again.
23.
GRITTING OF PAVEMENTS
The Insurance Company have stated that:-

“In relation to your correspondence regarding ice & snow clearance, I can advise that your Public Liability Insurance is valid, however once this task is started you have to maintain it for the duration of the winter period and document when this was completed. 

The parish council must ensure that there is sufficient salt available at all times available to the public. 

I hope this gives you a better understanding of the situation.”

As this to the Clerk seemed unclear, she has had a risk assessment prepared by Chris Fathom (attached as appendix 3).  In the risk assessment the danger risk at present without clearing with the saline solution is 12, this would be reduced to 3 with clearing.

To ensure the Insurance Company are clear of the Council’s intentions, I have sent a copy of the Risk Assessment to them and informed them that the Parish Council do not provide grit fort he public this is the responsibility of the Highways Authority and there are grit bins at, at least 2 locations in the High Street.  

The Clerk received the following response from the Insurance Company following the above:-

“Firstly my apologies for the late response  , to answer your query if the parish council is solely taking he responsibility of spreading salt & grit when the bad weather effects your area , the parish council will have to maintain this through the duration of the winter every time the bad weather effects your area. 

The Clerk and Chairman met with the County Council to discuss how the above scheme would work on the 26th January.

It was agreed (if Council approve) that the County would provide salt type grit in a locked grit bin. This would be located on the Berkley’s Car Park.  This is more effective that the saline solution when the temperatures drops past a certain level.  They will provide full training and saline solution for the Technicians and they agreed with the set boundaries of the 20mph zone in the High Street.

The County when they send their gritters out will email the Parish to alert the Technicians that they should grit / spread the solution on the High Street.  If it is going to freeze prior to midnight the Technicians will put grit / solution down between 2-4pm.  
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If the gritters will be going out in the early hours of the morning, then the Technicians would need to clear the High Street first thing.  It is estimated it will take approximately 30 mins to do the whole High Street.

It was proposed by Councillor D Light and seconded by Councillor Mrs ED Ray that the Maintenance Technicians receive training on the proposed equipment for clearing of ice / snow, this work to be undertaken during normal working hours Monday to Friday.  On a vote this was unanimous.
It was noted that the grit bins are still remaining empty at the present time, Councillor BR Edwards reported that there have been high levels of theft of the grit, and the County would replenish it when necessary.  Following a meeting that the Clerk had with the County Council this matter was raised, and the office staff had suggested that the County look to move grit bins away from major road junctions into cul-de-sacs etc as it is less likely to be stolen.  The County also advised that not only is the grit being stolen but so are the bins.
24.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


No members of the public present wished to speak.
25.
COUNTY / DISTRICT COUNCILLORS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ON ANY MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE PARISH


Councillor B Edwards reported on the following items:-
· The one way system on Back Church Hill will come into force on the 1st March 2011 
· The High Street waiting restrictions etc have just been issued for consultation, the Clerk will circulate this to all members with the mailing.

· The District Council, County Council have agreed a zero increase in the Council tax, and it is likely the Police and Fire service will follow suit.
· The bus passes are to be issued by County Council, the final times of useage are still to be agreed.  It was noted that library staff will be able to take photographs for the bus pass holders and send them directly to County.
26.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN
The Chairman’s original report is set out as appendix 1 to these minutes.  
Councillor Mrs ED Ray asked that it be noted that in the Chairman’s comments relating to the Green Belt Exception policy, are slightly in accurate as majority of the Council of the time supported the use of previous exception sites in the village. The Chairman of the time and the Vice Chairman spoke at the enquiry that was held at the KSCA. The proposed housing needs survey will always look at other sites before choosing to use Rural Exception site.
27.
CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the following matters –

27.1.
Brindley Heath Junior School
Notification of a vacancy for a governor at the above school, nomination forms should be in by 8th February 2011. Cllr BR Edwards also has the nomination forms if anyone requires them. This was noted.
27.2.
Police Consultative meeting

We have been asked if the Police can use the Parish chamber for the above meeting on the 22nd September.  They have used the room in the past, but have not used it since the new charging rules came into effect.  It was Resolved that the Clerk inform the organiser that the room is chargeable at £100 per session.  
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The members were reminded that the reasons why the Council had chosen to set and charge a fee were so other venues in the Parish did not lose out on room hire, if the Council chamber could be used free or at a reduced rate.    
27.3.
Poppy Party

A letter has been received from the Royal British Legion (national division) asking if the Parish Council will organise a poppy party on the weekend of the 10-12th June 2011 to raise funds for the British Legion.  The Parish Council are not allowed to fund raise for a group; therefore we should not hold a poppy party as requested. This was noted and the information was in the office if any other organisation needed it.
27.4.
Best Kept Village Competition 2011 

The application forms have been received from the Community Council of Staffordshire. These were noted.
27.5.
Staffordshire Diary of Events 

Community Council of Staffordshire is asking for information for their diary of events for 2011. This was noted and it was Resolved to inform them of the Country Fayre date on June 19th.
27.6.
Parish Council Maintenance Agreement.

The office is constantly getting complaints from a member of the public over fly posters being placed around the village.  In the past the County have stated we are not to remove the signs, but when reported to the County will come and remove a batch every so many weeks.

When the Clerk and Chairman met with the County, they raised this issue again.

If the Parish Council were to enter into an agreement with the County Council, they would be able to add as a power of the Parish that the Technicians once a week or fortnight have the authority to remove these signs.  They would have to be stored for 28 days and then destroyed.

The County (or the Parish Office) have to try to contact who has put the signs up and tell them about the 28 day rule, and then they will also be told, if the fly posters continue they will be charged for their removal in the future.

The Parish already, litter pick the road verges, repair stiles, kissing gates, clear footpaths (and clear the snow now agreed). So the Council would not have to undertake extra work to enter into this agreement.  There is a bonus (if you look at the leaflet attached) that the Council can get paid by the County for their assistance!

It was agreed that the Clerk pursue this further with the County and ask for the possible levels of remuneration as well as a draft agreement for members to discuss at the next meeting.
27.7.
Kinver Country Fayre

The above organisation has requested a grant towards the purchase of tents / marquees for the summer fayre. It will cost the Committee £235 to hire them or £350 to purchase them for future events in the village.  They are looking to purchase about 6 units at a cost of circa £2000.

This item was referred to the Finance meeting of the 9th February 2011.

27.8
Publications for inspection and note
SCC

Request for ideas on how to increase communications to the public on Rural Transport.
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SSDC 

Parish Summit feedback 2010

Major Infrastructure planning reform 

Council tax base for a 2011/12 will be £3254.25

POLICE 

Stats for December

SPCA

The Clerk

Policy and parliamentary briefing – The Localism Bill

MISC ITEMS

Sustainable Staffordshire Newsletter

Churchill and Blakedown agenda and papers.

Complaint via email re new road layout

Thank you letter from the cricket club and request for information on other funding options to help with ground maintenance

Engagement on the provision of Mental Health Day Services in Staffordshire consultation runs until March 

Thank you letter from the Allotment Association

28.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

29.1
Environment and Recreation Committee Meetings of the 12th January 2011
The minutes of the above meetings, having been circulated, were Received, it being noted that there was one recommendation to the Council:-

the Council engage the services of Mr. Gaskin at a cost of a maximum £1000 to prepare detailed drawing and specifications to enable the Clerk, when this is received, to send the tender documents out to obtain quotations for the works.  These quotes would be reported to the first available Council meeting.  The specification will be based on the above listed items. 

NB: The above figure also includes time for Mr Gaskin to oversee the works whilst they are being undertaken.

The Clerk has contacted an Independent Health and Safety consultant to look and analyse the risks of removing a fence altogether along the rivers edge, his risk assessment is attached (as appendix 4) and he made the following comments:-

“The Gardens assessment is very much as we discussed i.e. if the council wants an open outlook to the river (and I agree with that) then they must accept that there will be some residue risk that can only be reduced, not eliminated, by the measures we discussed such as a low barrier. It’s a bit like having fireworks - if you want them, no matter what you do, there will always be some risk. 
 

She did think of an alternative, at a price - see my photos - a barrier / rail consisting of wire cable - maximum view with a reasonably good barrier - but kids could still climb through!
 

Have a look at assessments and see what you think - there is no definitive right or wrong and everyone will have their own view.”
From conversations she has had with the Architect and with the Health and Safety Consultant, the Clerk thinks we need to have a demarcation of the where the danger starts i.e. a low rail fence or sandstone rocks as suggested by the consultant.  
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By taking this course of action it reduces the likelihood of something happening to unlikely a 2, and the danger level from an 18 - possible death to 12 - unlikely to cause death. But you still have the openness of seeing the river.  As a precautionary measure signage should be placed saying a warning of open water, as up to know the river has been screened from public view by fences and overgrowth so it is far less dangerous.

This would then cover the Council’s responsibility to provide a duty of care for its parishioners.

The Consultant also stated that the Parish Council have to ensure (if the bank is opened up) that the hazard can be clearly seen at all times, which means it must be strimmed and the bracken etc should be kept down at all times.  The Clerk asked what were the implications for the Maintenance Technicians to undertake this work and he stated that to do the job safely and comply with work health and safety standards, the Technicians would have to tie themselves to a tree and lower themselves down the bank.  This is clearly impractical so if the river bank was opened the Council would have to add this extra work to the grass cutting contract.

Based on the above information it was Resolved that the services of Mr Gaskin be engaged, and that if possible plans are prepared for finalisation at the March 2nd meeting.

29.2
Planning & Development Committee Meetings of the 18th January 2011
There was one recommendation to the Parish Council that the Housing Needs survey discussion be deferred until the new Council is elected in May. All recommendations on planning applications being made direct to the South Staffordshire District Council (or in the case of Highways matters) direct to the County Council.  

The Clerk before the planning meeting in January had taken advice from Mr Hardy at the District Council, and he had advised it the Council should be cautious over committing the new Council to this process when it is so close to the elections.  Previous projects that have been discussed for a long period of time i.e. Jubilee and Danesford Gardens would not fall into this category as they are committed projects.

The above proposal to defer the Housing Needs Survey was agreed.

29.3
Rights of Way Committee Meeting of the 26th January 2011
The minutes of the above meetings, having been circulated, were Received, it being noted that there were no recommendations.
30.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
The Accounts as presented were approved for payment and a copy is attached as Appendix 2 to these minutes.  

31.
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Mrs M Rogers reported that the CLP were not continuing in their present form as their Government funding was no longer available, however they would continue as a management / funding committee looking at obtaining their funds from different sources.  There next meeting will be in June and their new title is still to be agreed.
32.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Plans for Danesford and Jubilee Gardens

Parish Maintenance Agreement













13/11

33.
DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
Finance and General Purposes Committee     
  
   9th February 2011

Planning and Development Committee    

 10th February 2011

Burial Ground Committee 



 23rd February 2011

Annual Parish Meeting
  2nd March 2011 

Parish Council 
  2nd March 2011

Planning and Development Committee    

3rd and 23rd March 2011 

Environment and Recreation Committee 

16th March 2011 

Public Rights of Way Committee 


20th April 2011

Appendix 1 to the Minutes of the Parish Council of 2nd February 2011 

Chairman’s Report February 2011

6th January: Edgecliff Certificate Evening.  I was pleased to present the Millennium Cup to Natasha Mark… a very worthy winner. She has made an outstanding and continuous contribution within the school since year 7 and will be greatly missed when she leaves the school later this year to go to university. She has served as a prefect and as a member of the school council. She has contributed to the wider community by being involved in fund raising events for the benefit of Breast Cancer Research. Cllr B Edwards and Cllr Mrs M Rogers were also present. 

Mrs Fullwood has designed a certificate for Natasha so that she has a permanent acknowledgment of her award. Thanks to Mrs Fullwood for her help with this.

High Street Update

I spoke to Ian Moran while he was installing the tree guards. The number of nails to each tree is varied so that they are not regimented by being all the same. The spiral that keeps the nails in place is a reflection of the way that trees grow, which apparently is spirally.

The stone pillars at the entrances to the 20mph Zone are expected to be fitted on 17th March as indicated in the recent notification from County Highways. Hopefully the parking signs will follow soon after this so that the traffic wardens can legally enforce the parking restrictions…

The cycle racks will be the next item to be fitted. There is no more news as yet on the village square.

Salt Spraying and Danesford/Jubilee Gardens

I wish to thank the Clerk for her diligence in pursuing legal concerns regarding recent matters that are under discussion. I fully support her desire to obtain as much information as possible so that all councillors are made aware of the implications involved, and can then make an informed decision.

I hope that the council will be able to clear paths, once the issue is finally clarified by the insurers. It will show the community of our willingness to help where possible.

I totally agree with the recommendation from the Clerk who is the Responsible Officer that some sort of barrier should replace the existing fencing on Danesford and Jubilee Gardens. This is recommended by the architect who has experience elsewhere and the risk assessment also indicates this with an unacceptable figure of 18 without any physical barrier. The gardens have always been fenced even when the river has not been obvious and the gardens  are, unlike Brockley’s Walk, located along the busy High Street where school children walk and mothers with young children pass by regularly.

I am sure that personally many of us would like to keep the river totally open. However we are in council to do what is best for the community as a whole. We have a duty of care to residents, which will not be met by leaving the river, now much more obvious, very accessible and a danger to the unwary. A low barrier will affect the view very little, if at all, but will ensure that no one should accidentally fall into the river. Anyone who goes beyond the barrier is making an individual choice that we cannot control, but it would be difficult for us to be accused of being negligent in our duty of care.  However, this would be likely if the potential danger is left unmarked.

I wish it to be noted that if I were present at the meeting, I would vote for a barrier as I feel that this is necessary to fulfil our duty of care to the community.

Housing Survey

For the benefit of those councillors not present at the discussion on this item referred to in the planning minutes, I give a brief resume for clarification.  The suggested housing survey is the means by which the Housing Association will obtain data to prove a need for local affordable housing. It is implicit in this that any site chosen will be a Rural Exemption Site within Green Belt. (This is clearly stated in the information booklet.)This is land that is deemed to be affordable for the developers as although they will pay more than the value of agricultural land, it will be cheaper than paying commercial prices for brown field sites. 

Therefore, before discussing a possible housing survey, it is important that council fully discusses whether it is in favour of the use of Rural Exemptions Sites within our surrounding Green Belt. This is obviously controversial as in the past the council has been against such intrusion. As this is an important and emotive issue it should be referred to the new council... Only if the new council agrees to such a potential use of the Green Belt should the housing survey issue be addressed. Once public awareness and expectations are raised by such a survey, both for and against the use of Green Belt land, the issue will gain momentum.  Therefore, the new council will need to be very clear about the direction that it decides to follow and the implications associated with that decision.

Appendix 2 to the Minutes of the Parish Council of 2nd February 2011 

	
	
	

	Accounts for payment 2nd February 2011

Ratification

Romsley Ground Works 

Works to the trees

1116.00

Redtree

Benches paid for by donation

1174.40

AON

Insurance for new sponsored benches

18.30

Total

2308.70

Accounts for payment

Arrow Chemicals

Toilet supplies

116.04

Brian Spaull

Fees for January 

95.85

CHD

Cleaning materials

75.71

Edge Designs

Computer support for accounts software

288.00

Home and Hardware

Misc supplies

29.18

Inland Revenue

Payment for January

1422.91

Inventive Gardens

Removal of leaves from Comber Ridge

223.25

Inventive Gardens

Plants for Comber Ridge

602.77

JRK

Stationary / maintenance supplies

250.58

Petty Cash

January

233.58

R H Electrical

Works to the Christmas Lights

143.00

Safe and Sound

Risk Assessment

138.00

Salaries

February

4621.79

Staffordshire Pension Fund

Pensions for December

528.11

South Staffs Water

Water rates

106.82

Viking Direct

Rock salt / stationary

126.31

Total

11328.90

List of Monthly Direct Debits

Utility Warehouse 

Mobile Bill up to December

19.15

Utility Warehouse

Gas/electricity supplied for PC Office

260.00

Utility Warehouse

Toilets at Car Park electricity

7.34

Utility Warehouse

Toilets at Kinver Edge electricity

8.29

South Staffs HA

Garage Rental

28.58

SSDC 

Rates for office

262.00

Total Fuels

49.61

Pitney Bowes

Postage

106.00

Receipts

Toilet Income

0.00

Burial fees

55.00

Interest

9.85

Harris Allday

Last interest payment

206.48

Barclays Wealth

Bench donation

1394.40

Total

1665.73
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