MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 95 HIGH STREET, KINVER ON WEDNESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2011  
 _______________________________________________________


Present:           Councillor D Light (Chairman), MR Davies (Vice-Chairman), 

 Councillors: Mrs M Rogers, BR Edwards, Mr J E Gosling, Mr D Hadlington, JK Hall and Mrs J Barlow.
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology of absence was received from Cllr Mrs R Davis (Ex Officio), HH Williams.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor JK Hall declared a personal interest in relation to the grant application for Kinver Country Fayre as he is Chairman of the Committee.

3.
  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 24TH NOVEMBER 2010   

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2010  were approved and signed as a true record of that meeting with the following exceptions:-
Page 2 – the first line of the paragraph should be “The budget as it stood received no adverse comments, but members were informed it was a cut to the bone budget with no fat built in apart from the Contingency budget line.”
4.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1 West Bromwich Account (item6 of the 24th November 2011.
The Chairman reported that all banks have had to increase their level of indemnity from £50,000 per customer to £85,000.  Which covers all of the Parish Councils current level of balances held.

5.
BUDGET COMPARISON FOR APRIL – JANUARY 2011   

The budget Comparison table is attached as appendix 1 to these minutes, the figures were reviewed and clarification was given on the following points:-      

Budget line 50/11 and 16 – We have received donations for benches this year as well as a sum from the County for the purchase of 2 kissing gates.  This shows an inflated sundries budget (line 16) and an expenditure line (50/11) that looks like we have over spent on the budget.
Budget line 58/1 – lease for the van – earlier in the year we spent circa £300 on modifications to the van i.e. sealing the cab from the back and also installing a vent for ventilation.

Budget line 58/3 – Store – the Housing Associations rents have increased, hence the over spend on this budget line.

Budget Line 62 – Although our normal health and safety assessment was not due this year, we have had to have 2 further risk assessments completed on the snow clearing and the issue relating to the river bank on Danesford and Jubilee Gardens.
On the total General Administration budget lines, there is a projected underspend of £1148, this is primarily due to the reduction in the General Insurance.

6.
TO RECEIVE FORMALLY THE ACCOUNTS FOR APRIL – JANUARY 2011   

The Committee after reviewing the above figures to Recommend to the Parish Council that the figures as set out in Appendix 2 be accepted as a true record of the financial records.  

7.
TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSED EXPENDITURE BUDGET FOR 2011/12 OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER.


The proposed budget papers are attached as appendix 3, to these minutes.

The 2 options are as follows:-

Option 1 – has contingencies as a set budget head

Option 2 – has a zero contingency budget line, and the balance of £3500 spread across the other budget heads which are highlighted in bold.
It was proposed by Councillor Brian Edwards and seconded by Councillor JK Hall to Recommend to the Parish Council that budget option  2 as prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer is accepted for the year 2011/12.

On a vote this was unanimous.

8.
AUDIT REVIEW OF THE PETTY CASH FOR NOVEMBER, DECEMBER AND JANUARY   

The Petty cash sheets for the above months are attached as appendix 4 to these minutes. This was noted.
9.
REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT EXTERNALLY:-

The Committee reviewed the requests individually:-

The Clerk circulated the application forms for members to look at and collected them back in after the meeting.
CAB - £500

The Clerk informed members that the CAB could not provide bank statements due to client confidentiality.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs J Barlow and seconded by Councillor JE Gosling to Recommend to the Parish Council that that a grant be made of £500 to the CAB.
On a vote this was carried unanimously.

Councillor JK Hall left the meeting at this point.


Kinver Country Fayre - £3000

Members considered the request towards the purchase for tents/marquees and also considered the support the Council has always given to the Country Fayre in previous years; namely the time and effort involved with the Maintenance Technicians to put out bins, distribute bins bags, collect them back in for removal by SSC and to clear the High Street of litter following the event currently costing the Council circa £250 for the Saturday.

It was felt that the Council support should follow the previous manner bearing in mind that if the Fayre was to be held on a Sunday this would incur additional costs therefore increasing to circa £500.

It was proposed by Councillor D Hadlington and seconded by Councillor B R Edwards to Recommend to the Parish Council that no financial grant be given towards the tents/marquees to the Country Fayre, however, a payment in kind up to £500 be supported for the council to continue with their normal level of support involved with the Maintenance Technicians to put out bins, distribute bin bags, collect them back in for removal by SSC and to clear the High Street of litter.

On a vote this was carried unanimously.


Councillor JK Hall returned to the meeting.

10.
INSURANCE QUOTATIONS FOR NEW FINANCIAL YEAR

The Insurance premium for the current financial year was £4773.16.  The Clerk has obtained a quote from Zurich (the Council’s previous insurers) for the sum of £3716.99 a saving of £833 per annum.  When the Council previously insured with Zurich the insurance premium was £7000 per annum (2 years ago), the quotation received for the coming year shows a saving of some £3000 on that original quotation. 

The policy is due for renewal on the 4th June 2011.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs J Barlow and seconded by Councillor Mrs M Rogers to Recommend to the Parish Council that the Clerk when the renewal notice is received from Allianz Cornhill, be authorised to proceed with the best deal that is available at that time.

On a vote this was carried unanimously.

11.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING


Wednesday 27th April 2011 at 7.00pm

12.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

It was Resolved to Recommend to the Parish Council that:-

· the accounts as set as appendix 2 to these minutes be accepted.
· The budget option 2 as prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer is accepted for the year 2011/12 as set out as appendix 3 to these minutes.
· a grant of £500 be given to the CAB 
· no financial grant be given towards the tents/marquees to the Country Fayre, however, a payment in kind up to £500 be supported  for the council to continue with their normal level of support involved with the Maintenance Technicians to put out bins, distribute bins bags, collect them back in for removal by SSC and to clear the High Street of litter.
· the Clerk when the renewal notice is received from Allianz Cornhill, be authorised to proceed with the best deal that is available at that time.
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	PETTY CASH BREAKDOWN FOR November 2010

	
	

	ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE
	

	 
	 

	Damp proof blocks for storing Xmas lights
	20.00

	rosettes
	8.50

	Electrical waterproof tape
	35.25

	cable ties for trees
	19.90

	Electrical tape for Xmas lights and cable ties
	49.47

	Set of tree lights
	25.92

	Reception drinks for office on 26th
	23.43

	cable ties for trees
	10.92

	Xmas lights tape
	13.40

	windows cleaned
	20.00

	windows cleaned
	40.00

	Photo frame
	2.00

	
	

	TOTAL SUNDRIES
	268.79

	
	

	TOTAL SPENT
	268.79

	TOTAL IN BANK
	123.36

	TOTAL CASH IN TIN
	107.85

	
	 

	OVERALL TOTAL
	500.00


	PETTY CASH BREAKDOWN FOR DECEMBER 2010

	
	

	ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE
	

	 
	 

	Nov 26th napkins / tablecloths
	11.43

	batteries for the smoke alarm
	6.24

	sugar
	3.40

	bark for play area
	19.44

	
	

	TOTAL SUNDRIES
	40.51

	
	

	TOTAL SPENT
	40.51

	TOTAL IN BANK
	292.15

	TOTAL CASH IN TIN
	167.34

	
	 

	OVERALL TOTAL
	500.00


	PETTY CASH BREAKDOWN FOR JANUARY 2011

	
	

	ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE
	

	 
	 

	Millennium prize
	100.00

	windows cleaned
	60.00

	plumbing supplies
	56.06

	B&Q
	17.52

	
	

	TOTAL SUNDRIES
	233.58

	
	

	TOTAL SPENT
	233.58

	TOTAL IN BANK
	232.66

	TOTAL CASH IN TIN
	33.76

	
	 

	OVERALL TOTAL
	500.00
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