MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th JANUARY 2011.

Present: Councillors Mrs L Hingley (Chairman), Mrs M Rogers (Vice Chairman), Mrs R Davis (Ex-Officio), DM Wiseman, JE Gosling, Mrs ED Ray, Mrs J Barlow, and co-opted members Mr J Cutler and Mrs Cathy Barlow. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies of absence were submitted on behalf of Councilors Mrs S Harris and RL Simmons, and Mr. John Fallon, co-opted member.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councilors Mrs R Davis and Mrs L Hingley declared a non prejudicial interest in relation to the works to Daneford and Jubilee Gardens as they are in the Conservation Area.
Councilor Mrs ED Ray declared a non prejudicial interest in relation to the war memorial as she is a trustee of the British Legion.

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meetings of the Recreation and Environment Committee held on 20th October 2010, having been circulated previously, were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings at that meeting.

4.
MATTERS ARISING 

4.1
Gym Equipment at the KSCA
Councilor Mrs M Rogers reported that the KAG group had agreed in principal to look at this project, but they would discuss it further at their next meeting in February.  A formal response to council is required when the decision is made.

4.2
Trees on Stag Meadow and land near Riverside Court
The Clerk is meeting with Tim Lee, the land agent from Berrington’s, to look at the 3 trees that the Committee would like removed to improve the view from Jubilee Gardens.  No response has been received from the District Council in relation to works to the trees of the un-owned piece of land next to Riverside Court.

5.
FUTURE PROJECTS


The following updates were made:-

5.1 Jubilee and Daneford Gardens

The tree work was completed on Sunday 9th January.

The Clerk obtained guideline figures for paving Daneford Gardens with a block paving path instead of the existing slabs which would be around £3000.To tarmac the drive to Stag Meadow and block pave the parking spaces would be over £10,000.

The Clerk met with Mr. Graham Gaskin, a landscape architect, who took over preparing specifications / drawing for the Council when John Greaves Smith passed away.  He would charge to prepare the drawings and a detailed specification for the 2 gardens would be a maximum of £1000. This would include overseeing the project whilst it is implemented.
The Clerk discussed the following ideas with him based on items raised by members during the past few months:-


Daneford Gardens

Approximate costs to draw up the scheme with detailed specification - circa £300.

Item 1 – To install a low fence along the edge of the proposed bed, either of metal construction (similar to low park railings or wooden if preferred).  The Committee members felt that it would be better to open the site completely onto the river, and it was proposed by Councilor Mrs ED Ray and seconded by Councilor DM Wiseman that no fence is put in place along the top of the river bank.  On a vote this was carried with one abstention.
Item 2 – To remove debris / weeds and plant evergreen low shrubs in the hatched area. – low maintenance. Members felt, as above, that in order to open up the site, a shrub bed was not required. Clearing and reseeding with grass seed, and possibly spring wild flowers/bulbs would be enough.
Item 3 – To either block pave cost circa £3000 or tarmac the path (which is thought to be cheaper), either along its current line or less symmetrical. It was agreed to put both options into the specification to see which is the best option.  Also to alter the line of the path, to make it more curved/winding and continue it towards the rear of the site, then back across the bottom of the gardens.
Item 4 – Trim back shrubs / bushes neatly.

Item 5 – Remove existing chain link fence.

Item 6 – Strim down weeds / overgrowth encroaching on the view of the river.

Item 7 – Plant larger shrubs along bare fence of the sub station both at the start and the end of the fence line.  On the bare wall of Riverside Court plant shrubs / climbing plants (on trellising) along the complete stretch of bare wall. 
Item 8 -  Relocate the 2 benches that are on the line of the path (near the bench in memory of Simon Evans) to the rear of the site over looking the river. Any further benches to be looked at if required via sponsorship and to be of a traditional nature to compliment those in the High Street.

Mr J Cutler left the meeting at this point.

3 litter bins are required on this site, one by the bin on the right hand side of the garden, I at the edge of the garden near Riverside Court and one to the rear of the site where the benches will be located by the river. These should be the same as the new ones being installed in the High Street.
Jubilee Gardens 

Approximate costs to draw up the scheme with detailed specification - circa £600-700.

Area 1 – un-owned land – Any works undertaken on this land will be under Section 137 of the Local Government Act, as the Parish Council does not own this land and would be completing the works as a one off to tidy the area up.
Item 1 – Install open board fence 4ft high from the bridge to the edge of Riverside Court set well in from the river bank edge.

Item 2 – Bollards to match the railway sleeper bollards on Jubilee Gardens as many as required to stop parking on the grass / damaging the trees.

Item 3 – To replace the bench by the bus stop which is rotten. Benches to be of a traditional nature to compliment those in the High Street.
Area 2 – 

Item 1 – To install a low fence along the edge of the proposed bed, either of metal construction (similar to low park railings or wooden if preferred). As with Daneford Gardens it was agreed that no fence should be erected.
Item 2 – To remove debris / weeds and plant evergreen low shrubs in the hatched area. – low maintenance. Members agreed to the removal of the debris and weeds but preferred to reseed with added spring bulbs in the area hatched to keep the area more open.
Item 3 - Strim  weeds / overgrowth encroaching on the view of the river.

Item 4 – To plant large shrubs to edge of the garage to hide the brick wall and offer protection to the building.

Item 5 – Plant low box hedge (to height of existing railings in a 6 inch border around the existing slabs, and edge the trench with wooden boards to make grass cutting easier. Preferably a hedge plant with a golden colour.
Item 6 – To gravel/composite surface the car park spaces as tarmac / block paving will be difficult due to the tree roots. Also to put a further row of sleepers around the edge of the car parking to clearly mark the edge so that cars do not run over the edges.
Item 7 – Repair / utilise drains and raise road level up to the required height and tarmac the surface. New kerbs will be required. As the Parish Council does not have a power to repair roadways, any work will have to be under Section 137 of the Local Government Act.
Item 8 – Replace missing wooden bollards to match existing.

Item 9 – Replace benches as required. Picnic tables should be avoided as it constitutes a change of use of the area and may encourage groups to gather there. 2 new benches are already available for sponsorship, (which have been approved by the Council) so the Clerk will contact sponsor and organise those ASAP.  Any further benches could be provided for by sponsorship as the bench on the edge of the gardens opposite the bus stop needs to be replaced.  Benches to be of a traditional nature, to compliment those in the High Street.
The Parish Council when it met in January asked the Committee to consider a possible memorial tree  or  bench to commemorate the royal wedding in April and to incorporate this into the scheme if they felt it to be  appropriate. Members of the Committee felt that a bench could be purchased to commemorate the wedding with a bronze plaque and be implemented as part of this scheme. Room could be left available for a matching bench to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee next year should council decide that this would be appropriate.
Item 10 – Trim back laurel bush.

Item 11 – Leave metal railings as security for the access to the bridge – perhaps include in quote for re-painting of the fence and removal of 1 panel if practicable/possible.

Item 12 – To relocate the oak tree from the middle of the site to position 12 on the plan, 

Item 13 – To look at replacing the wooden sign showing what is located down Legion Drive, with something more appropriate for the conservation area.

3 litter bins are required on this site, one by the bin on the right hand side of the garden, I at the edge of the garden near the mini bus garage and one to the rear of the site where the benches will be located by the river. These should be the same as the new ones being installed in the High Street.
Kinver Country Fayre organizers have asked if they will still be able to use the grassed area of Jubilee Gardens, and if the Council could be mindful that the extra space would be very helpful.

It was noted that if flower beds were to be looked at, then this could be decided at a later date when the gardens have undergone the above works. Possible sponsorship from the schools or local businesses/organisations could be utilized.
It was Resolved to Recommend to the Parish Council that the Council engage the services of 
Mr. Gaskin at a cost of a maximum £1000 to prepare detailed drawing and specifications to enable the Clerk, when this is received, to send the tender documents out to obtain quotations for the works.  These quotes would be reported to the first available Council meeting.  The specification will be based on the above listed items.

NB The above figure also includes time for Mr Gaskin to oversee the works whilst they are being undertaken.

6.
COMMUNICATION AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHAIRMAN


None were reported.

7.
SSDC PARISH SUMMIT REPORT CIRCULATED BY COUNCILOR MRS M ROGERS RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY AND FUNDING OPPURTUNITIES


Members noted this report and thanked Councilor Mrs M Rogers for preparing it on their behalf.

8.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS


None

9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was noted as Wednesday 16th March 2011.  

10.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

It was Resolved to recommend to the Parish Council that the Council engage the services of 
Mr. Gaskin at a cost of a maximum £1000 to prepare detailed drawing and specifications to enable the Clerk, when this is received, to send the tender documents out to obtain quotations for the works.  These quotes would be reported to the first available Council meeting.  The specification will be based on the above listed items. 

NB The above figure also includes time for Mr Gaskin to oversee the works whilst they are being undertaken.

Appendix 1 to the minutes of the Recreation and Environment meeting held on the 12th January 2011 
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