MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22nd JUNE 2011   



Present:  Cllrs JK Hall (Chairman), DM Wiseman (Vice Chairman), Mrs R Davis (Ex-Officio) and co-opted members Mr D Tibbetts and J Glover.
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology of absence was received from Councillor P Wooddisse.


2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST                                                                        


There were no declarations of Councillors interest.

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF 20TH APRIL 2011
The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th April 2011 were approved and were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the proceedings at that meeting with the following exceptions:-
The item numbers on page 2 need to change from 9 to 10, 10 to 11 and 11 to12.
4.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

4.1 Church Hill / High Street

Over hanging debris on the narrow path reported on 21st April.

4.2 
The Clerk wrote to Mr Evans, White Hill Farm to ask permission to change stiles for kissing gates on 28th February 2011.  The gates were installed and also a letter of thanks received from a member of the public for the work undertaken.  Members thanked the Maintenance Technicians for their hardwork and efforts in getting these gates installed.
4.3

FP23 – No cycling discs, 2 metal road type signs have been erected on this path.   It was noted that there needs to be further similar signs on the start of the FP by Stourton Castle.  The Clerk was asked to request a further sign from the County.  A gate has been requested from County Council to be installed on the path by the Old Post Office, again this would make it more difficult for cyclists to access this footpath.
4.4 Gardenfields FP88
A member of the public reported that horses were using the alley ways for riding on.  The County Ranger came out and looked at the path.  Also the house near the top of this path has planted trees outside of their garden fence along side the footpath which needs reporting to Clarence.
4.5 Hyde woods 

It was noted that there are still reports of Horse riders using the Marsh Playing Fields and accessing the Hyde Bridlepath from the newly sold woods.  There has been no further news on the application to the County Council to claim an official footpath.  It was requested that the Clerk try to find out the name of the new owners of the wood, pass this to County as it may assist in making this path a permanent right of way.  The Clerk was also asked to find out where the application is in light of it being made a legal footpath.

5. COMMUNITY PATHS BID 2010/11

The Clerk has written to the relevant authorities to ask permission to locate the information boards in the following locations:-
Board 1 – Location – Hyde House, Hyde Lock – Information on the tramway and the Iron Works

Board 2 – Location – FP23 along the path through the horse field – Information on Bethany House

Board 3 – Location – FP23 by Hyde Cottages – Information on the Spade Works

Board 4 – The Vine Inn – Information on the Canal and local mills

Mrs Brennan has responded and would prefer the board to be located on the edge of the playing fields by the new gate and no response has been received from British Waterways.

The new radar gates have been installed.

It was noted that a walk to publicise this new path (when the boards are in etc) would be a nice idea, possibly looking at September / October. This could be advertised through the local News-sheet and Kinver Online etc.
The red brick path that runs along the edge of the field to the first kissing gate needs to be cleared of weeds, by using weed killer.  The Clerk to report this to the District Council as they installed the path.

6.
MEMBERS REPORTS


The following reports were made:-


6.1 FP83 The Wilderness

The County Rangers have cleared the path and removed the tree stumps etc.


6.2 FP53 Back Church Hill – path needs a strim


6.3 The path leading to the rear of the Church Hall needs strimming.

6.4 It was noted that the Tuesday Walking Group, still send into the Council a list of all the walks they undertake in the Parish.  Mr Tibbetts reported he had asked other walk leaders to try to do a few more walks within Kinver.

7.
RESIGNATION OF MR ELWYN WOODFORD
The Clerk reported that Mr Woodford had resigned from the Committee.

Members agreed to send a letter of thanks to him for his work and dedication to the committee.

If the co-opted members knew of anyone that would like to join the Committee, they should bring the name forward for the next meeting.

8.
COMMUNITY PATHS BID 2011/12


Previous minute:-

It had been agreed that if  the Clerk receives an application for the above for 2011/12 before this meeting, that she would submit a request for improving the footpath 23, the end between the 2 kissing gates closest to the Marsh Playing Fields and the end that runs from the last kissing gate through to the edge of the fence on the Hyde Bridlepath.  As the deadline is the 30th April, she brought it to the members to look at before it is sent in.

The estimated cost for stoning the path is £3500.  It was agreed that the Clerk should submit this bid to the County with the costs being shown as a total of £3500 but with the 2 areas identified with their individual costs.
Community Paths grant has been given for the sum of £1000 towards the cost of gravelling the paths.  This is a 1/6 of there total CPI bid fund.  It was agreed that the Clerk in the first instance would ask the Maintenance Technicians to clear the dirt back from the path (the end closest to the Marsh Playing field) to expose as much as possible of the gravel path that exists already.  She should then look at getting the best value for money for the relaying of the path up to a cost of £1000.
9.
DAY TIME MEETINGS AND STRUCTURE OF THE COMMITTEE
Members discussed the pros and cons of changing the Committee to a working party.  The main differences are as follows:-
Working parties are not minuted by the Clerk, but a working party does not need to produce full minutes they can just record notes of the meeting.

The Working Party can have as many members on it as they wish and they can also meet as many times a year as they would like, and anywhere.

Members felt that they would like to continue with the structure as it is, as they benefit from having the strength of being a full committee of the Council and being able to utilise the services of the office staff and maintenance technicians.


Members agreed that evening meetings would be preferred.

10.

CROW ACT

Previous minute of January 2011 

A response from Staffordshire County Council has been received from their solicitor relating to the cut off date for recording pre 1949 rights of way has yet to be confirmed at 2026.

This was noted and it was agreed to try to locate the previous known paths that were missing from the last Definitive Map.

Mr John Glover agreed to keep the Committee updates on this item, if he hears about anything further on it, if not the Committee will revisit this item in 12 months.
11.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
New projects – possibly look at new permissive footpaths in the area of the A449 to look at making the walks nicer so you do not have to walk along the road side.

Day time meetings and structure of the committee

12.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
28th September 2011, 18th January 2012 and 11th April 2012 
13.
RECOMMENDATIONS 
There were no recommendations to the Council.
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