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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd MARCH 2011
AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES AT 95 HIGH STREET, KINVER

PRESENT:
Councillor, MR Davies (Vice-Chairman),  

Councillors: Mrs ED Ray, DH Hadlington, D Light, HH Williams, Mrs J Barlow, BR Edwards, Mrs M Rogers, Mrs L Hingley, JE Gosling, RL Simmons, DM Wiseman and JK Hall.

34.
OPENING PRAYERS

 Rev David Blackburn led the Council in prayer.

35.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies of absence were received from Councillors Mrs R Davis (Chairman) and Mrs S Harris.
36.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs ED Ray declared a non prejudicial interest in relation to the grant for CAB.
37.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meeting held on 2ND February 2011, having been circulated in advance of the current meeting, were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings at that meeting.

38.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

38.1.
Sign on junction of Hyde Lane and A458
Response re above from the County:-

“The sign has been in place over three months with no previous comment or concern. In addition the site has been physically reviewed and the photographs taken during this exercise demonstrate the visibility at two eye heights and two distances back from the junction for small and larger vehicles. The detail in my email explains the technical considerations that have also been carried out.

Regards

Andrew

Andrew Knowles”

Councillor D Hadlington produced pictures that he had taken at the junction of Hyde Lane and the A458, it was clear from the photographs that there is an obstruction to drivers.  It was Resolved that the Clerk write to the County Council and ask them to remove or move the sign as a matter of urgency.  A copy of the photograph will be sent also for them to see the problem.
39.
PLANS FOR DANESFORD AND JUBILEE GARDENS AS PREPARED BY THE ARCHITECT (COPIES DISTRIBUTED WITH PAPERS)


The draft plans as prepared by Mr Gaskin were distributed in advance to all members.

The Clerk informed members that they should review the plans, if there are any major concerns  /  amendments to the plans these should be altered before the tender process starts, minor alterations such as fence heights or bench locations could be altered when the tenders have been received.  She had instructed Mr Gaskin to do a line by line costing, so when the tenders are received, members can look at the quotes and remove / alter items that they wish to, without having to go out and re-tender.

Items not included in the tender / plans are the notice boards, direction sign to KSCA or warning signs.
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It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L Hingley, seconded by Councillor D Light that the Clerk send out for tenders on the plans as prepared by Mr Gaskin, with a detailed line by line specification, and the quotes to show total costs individually for Danesford and Jubilee Gardens.

On a vote this was carried.

It was noted that as National Grid had yet to complete the reinstatement of Danesford Garden, they should be asked to contribute in some way to the planned improvements financially.

40.
PARISH MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS

No further information has become available for this meeting, it was agreed to defer the item to a later meeting.

41.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Standing Orders were raised to enable members of the public present to speak.


Mrs Barbara Owen addressed the Council:-
· She was very upset by comments made by Councillor D Light at the November Parish Council meeting with regard to a report the tree warden group had prepared for the Recreation and Environment Committee by the Clerk.  She stated they had prepared this report as directed to help the Council.  His comments had caused great offence.  Councillor D Light apologised if his comments had caused concern, they were not intended to.  The Clerk added that she had asked the Tree Warden Group to look at the trees on the site only as Mr Steve Dores was too busy to prepare a report of what work was required.  She had not requested that they prepare a full report on planned improvements.  Councillor D Wiseman, agreed with this statement but added that it was difficult just to look at the trees without a vision of what else would / could be happening on the site. The report was sent to Mr Dores for approval on the tree works, but the section relating to the trees was highlighted so he made comments on the trees only, but understood the reasons for making the observations.
· She is a member of Friends of Kinver Open Spaces, she is very unhappy that a voluntary group set up by the District Council, facilitated by the Parish Council are not able to use the Parish Rooms. Why were they not able to, they are different to a Civic Society or Historical group. The Clerk explained the reasons the Council had made there decision, it was so as not to let other venues in the village lose income by offering the Council Chamber free of charge to local groups.  Mrs Owen stated that they should be able to use a room downstairs which would be free, but again the Clerk informed members, that the room down stairs is not suitable as a meeting room, it holds all the Council archives and the Maintenance Technicians tools.  The front office has the main computer located in it.  Mr Cutler agreed with Mrs Owen, but noted that they now meet in a different location and are happy to do so.  Members thanked the Group for all of there hard work and efforts in the village.
· Mrs Owen informed members she has been part of the Kinver Best Kept Village Competition group since it started again in 2008, although the group no longer formally exists there are a few members that still help to improve the village.  She commented on the resignation from the Group of Mr Andy Merrick following the Parish Council’s lack of support re insurance at that time.  As a small community in her opinion the Council should have the same aims and goals as the voluntary groups in the Parish.

Mr Cutler addressed the members with his concerns over the blatant disregard of people parking on double yellow lines in the High Street.  Both Councillor BR Edwards ad the Clerk informed Mr Cutler that until the traffic order is in place for the High Street then the parking restrictions cannot be enforced.  Councillor BR Edwards agreed to take this matter up again with the County.


Mr Andy Calloway address the Council and asked members to pass through the village the positive ideas the group are trying to archive.
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Their main goal is to raise more money for local charities than ever before:-

· The Fayre will be as it has been before in the High Street.

· People will be charge £1 to go onto Stag Meadow for the main showing arenas and activities, which will include re-enactments, dog shows, heavy horse display, bike and motor show etc.

· Parking will be charge at £5 per car, and these will be at Brindley Heath and a field by the Church.  This will include entrance into Stag Meadow.

· Although the activities are in 2 areas, the main eating places will be in the High Street, where people will naturally walk through from the main car park.  Only limited catering facilities will be on Stag Meadow, to encourage people to go to the High Street.

· The Steering Group have put in so much time and energy to the project and they need the Community and the Council to support them and spread the word.

· Sunday was the most requested day by people surveyed and the traders, as historically they have lost trade due to having to close their shops on Country Fayre day.

· The hope of the organisers is to give the village a massive boost following the past 12 months of disruption for the Community.

· The road will be closed from 11am – 6.15pm on Sunday 19th June.
· Charges will be made for stall £15 for a stall in the High Street, £50 a stall on Stag Meadow and £100 for all caterers regardless of their location.


Standing orders were reinstated.
42.
COUNTY / DISTRICT COUNCILLORS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ON ANY MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE PARISH


Councillor B Edwards reported on the following items:-
· Enforcement action in being taken on the British Legion Site, for both the building and the grounds by the District Council.
· The CLP have changed how they are funded, the partnership has changed to families first, part of this is the extending after schools facilities, rather than small groups being paid to run these schemes, they are now paid to the schools directly.  But to help the self funded groups the District Council are looking at how they can support these groups and attain funding for them to continue.

· Only 3 Parish Councils in the District of South Staffordshire have increased their precepts for 2011/12 and only 1 by a considerable sum.

· The District Council have asked for Voluntary Redundancies, 14-15 came forward and these are being dealt with and it looks like this will enable the District Council to continue as it is for at east another 2-3 years.

· More positive comments seem to be being made by the public re the High Street as it beds in and people get used to it.
· Any points raised for the County this evening Councillor Edwards will take up and try to get further information / progress.

43.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

The report of the Chairman was given at the Annual Parish Meeting.
44.
CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the following matters –

44.1.
Grant request for Kinver Football Club


A grant request has been received for the sum of £2000 to replace vandalised goal posts.


This item was referred to the next Finance meeting.
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44.2.
Grant request for National Trust
The National Trust have sent a letter through requesting a grant, unfortunately they did not complete a grant form so I have sent them a form for them to complete.


This item was referred to the next Finance meeting.

44.3.
Wombourne Parish Council Civic Dinner


The Chairman is invited to attend the above evening reception on the 19th March. 


This was noted as the Chairman had indicated she would not be attending.

44.4.
Staffordshire Police Consultative Meeting dates.


The dates of the next meetings are as follows:-


Thursday 10th March – Wombourne Council Chamber


Thursday 9th June – Codsall Parish Council offices


Thursday 22nd September – Kinver TBA


Thursday 8th December – Perton Parish Council offices


This was noted.

44.5
Publications for inspection and note
SCC/SSDC

Staffordshire Rural Transport Update

POLICE 

Executive Briefing

SPCA

Staffordshire Branch Lines

MISC ITEMS

Churchill and Blakedown agenda and papers.

BUZZ winter 2011 

Sustainable Communities Act update

Thank you for help with Poppy Appeal

Notification of the Rotary road race on the 25th September 2011 


BRAAM news letter

45.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

45.1
Finance and General Purposes Committee Meetings of the 9th February 2011
The minutes of the above meetings, having been circulated, were Received, it being noted that there were the following recommendations to the Council:-

· the accounts as set as appendix 2 to the Finance minutes be accepted.
· The budget option 2 as prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer is accepted for the year 2011/12 as set out as appendix 3 to the Finance minutes.
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· a grant of £500 be given to the CAB 
· no financial grant be given towards the tents/marquees to the Country Fayre, however, a payment in kind up to £500 be supported for the council to continue with their normal level of support involved with the Maintenance Technicians to put out bins, distribute bins bags, collect them back in for removal by SSC and to clear the High Street of litter.
· the Clerk when the renewal notice is received from Allianz Cornhill, be authorised to proceed with the best deal that is available at that time.

All of the above recommendations were agreed
45.2
Planning & Development Committee Meetings of the 10th February 2011
The minutes of the above meetings, having been circulated, were Received, it being noted that there were no recommendations.

45.3
Burial Ground Committee Meeting of the 23rd February 2011
The minutes of the above meetings, having been circulated, were Received, it being noted that there were no recommendations.
45.4
Personnel Committee Meeting of the 23rd February 2011 

This item was taken under confidential session at the end of the meeting as it relates to staffing matters.

46.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
The Accounts as presented were approved for payment and a copy is attached as Appendix 1 to these minutes.  


It was noted that the petty cash sum should read £91.52.

47.
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES

None
48.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Parish Maintenance Agreements
Danesford and Jubilee Gardens Tenders

49.
DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
Planning and Development Committee    

3rd and 23rd March 2011 

Environment and Recreation Committee 

16th March 2011 

Parish Council 
 




6th April 2011

Public Rights of Way Committee 


20th April 2011

Finance and General Purposes Committee     
  
27th April 2011

Burial Ground Committee 



To be confirmed
All meetings to start at 7.00 p.m.
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50.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

The press and the public were excluded from the meeting as the business to be transacted was of a confidential nature.

51.
TO DISCUSS ISSUES RAISED BY A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC RELATING TO SIGNS IN THE PARISH

The Clerk having circulated papers on the problems that have taken place relating to a non resident of Kinver putting up every day (at least once) his business notices on the Parish Council Charity Notice boards.
In addition to the above, there are now business notices on many street nameplates around the village that have been reported to the County.

The line manager of the gentleman who is putting up the notices has been contacted, and she has said that will ask the gentleman to remove the signs from all of the Street Nameplates and the Notice boards and apologised for the time that this matter has taken to resolve.
This would be an ideal item for the Council to take on re the Parish Maintenance Agreements.

52.
Personnel Committee Meeting of the 23rd February 2011 

The minutes of the above meetings, having been circulated, were Received, it being noted that there were the following recommendations to the Council:-

· the role of a retained Burial Ground Superintendent is discontinued with the appropriate notice period.

· the duties are to be taken on by the Clerk as Burial Ground Superintendent and the Administration Assistant as Deputy Burial Ground Superintendent. If the Superintendent can not make a funeral then the Deputy is to take over.

· the agreed fee structure will continue to be paid, which ever member of staff attends they will receive the fee for that burial / interment / headstone application.

· as both the Superintendent and Deputy are already employed members of staff then the retainer payment will be ceased from the 30th June 2011.

The above recommendations were proposed by Councillor JK Hall and seconded by Councillor D Hadlington, in addition to the above that the Clerk confirming the above action is lawful with the Personal Office at the District Council and that the Chairman on her return if this all Ok speak with the Superintendent face to face, followed by a letter confirming the above.


On a vote this as carried with 10 for, 1 against and 2 abstentions.

Concern was expressed by the Chairman of the Burial Ground that she was not involved in this recommendation as she does not sit on Personnel.  In the past the Personnel Committee was always made up of the Committee chairman plus 1 lay person.  Members felt this should be reviewed following the elections.

Appendix 1 to the Minutes of the Parish Council of 2nd March 2011 

	Accounts for payment 2nd March 2011
	

	
	
	

	Ratification
	
	

	
	
	

	Home and Hardware
	Maintenance
	37.72

	Premier Engraving
	Plaques for sponsored benches
	

	
	Total
	37.72

	
	
	

	Accounts for payment
	
	

	 
	 
	 

	Alexandra Workwear
	Overalls / workwear
	131.28

	Brian Spaull
	Fees for February
	165.50

	CAB
	Grant
	400.00

	ESPO
	Maintenance Supplies
	66.39

	Inland Revenue
	Payment for February
	1549.65

	Inland Revenue
	Payment for March
	1343.11

	JRK
	Stationary / maintenance supplies
	512.83

	Midshires
	Copier rental
	176.08

	MPR
	Repair to pipework in toilets
	160.00

	Petty Cash
	February
	91.52

	R H Electrical
	Repair to lights / switches in PC Office
	

	Sage
	Year end forms
	28.80

	Salaries
	March
	4298.85

	Staffordshire Pension Fund
	Pensions for January
	521.29

	Stan Wall
	Wood supplied over 3 months
	102.00

	
	
	

	
	Total
	9585.02

	
	
	

	List of Monthly Direct Debits
	
	

	
	
	

	Utility Warehouse 
	Mobile Bill up to December
	13.20

	Utility Warehouse
	Gas/electricity supplied for PC Office
	173.40

	Utility Warehouse
	Toilets at Car Park electricity
	8.66

	Utility Warehouse
	Toilets at Kinver Edge electricity
	25.59

	South Staffs HA
	Garage Rental
	28.58

	SSDC 
	Rates for office
	262.00

	Total Fuels
	 
	0.00

	Pitney Bowes
	Postage
	106.00

	 
	 
	 

	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	

	
	
	

	Toilet Income
	
	30.00

	Burial fees
	 
	450.00

	Interest
	 
	0.00

	J Barlow
	donation
	9.53

	AON
	Refund
	1.24

	
	Total
	490.77


Kinver Parish Council
1
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