17            MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 23rd MARCH 2011 AT 95 HIGH STREET, KINVER. ______________________________________________________________________________

Present: Councillors: Mrs R Davis - Chairman (Ex-Officio), Mrs J Barlow, JK Hall, DM Wiseman, Mrs L Hingley and HH Williams.
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies of absence were received from Cllrs Mrs ED Ray, D Hadlington (Vice Chairman), MR Davies and Mrs M Rogers.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mrs R Davis and Mrs L Hingley declared a non prejudicial interest in relation to the planning applications 11/00144/FUL and 11/00145/CAC.
3.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 


The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2011 were approved and signed as a true record of the proceedings of that meeting.

4.
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

The following matters were reported:-

4.1 Report from Airport Consultative Meeting (Electronic)  March 2011  
Movement levels are up on this time last year, but the increasing cost of fuel is a concern as it will no doubt have an impact on future activity.

The hangars remain full with a waiting list. No further news on the police unit.

Several events are planned… Easter Monday 26th April “Wings and Wheels” and “Living History Event”  on 21-22nd May with a Hanger Dance with Big Band on Sat 21st May… Tickets from Control Tower at £15.

No complaints since last meeting.


4.2 Report from WAAG Steering Committee

AGM will be on 12th April 2011 at Bobbington Village Hall at 7.30pm. It is expected that WAAG will continue to function at least until the Core Strategy is legally adopted.

A meeting was held on 8th March 2011 to discuss the Airport Policy contained in the SSDC Core Strategy which is now presented for final consultation. They were pleased that several of their suggestions had been incorporated in the latest draft, although concerned that there was no provision for future use.


4.3 Core Strategy:  Issues particularly relevant to Kinver      
This document can only be commented on in relation to the `soundness` of the document in the context of the intention behind it. I.e. is it justified, effective and consistent with National Policy. Any comments to District by May 6th 2011. 
The document is expected to be presented to the Secretary for State in July 2011 with a possible decision by the end of the year. 
Page 35 Strategic objectives
1. To protect and maintain Green Belt and Open Countryside in order to sustain the distinctive character of S Staffs

2. To retain and reinforce the current pattern of villages across S Staffs and in particular protect and retain the important strategic gaps between existing settlements in order to prevent the coalescence of settlements.

Page 36 Kinver is designated as a main focus for housing growth, a centre for shopping and  a focus for employment growth.

Page 47 6.13 In accordance with National Policy, the Core Strategy will seek to protect Green Belt from inappropriate development in order to protect against encroachment of the Black Country major Urban Area and coalescence of settlements….

6.14 There is no justification for fundamental changes to the general extent of the Green Belt but some land may need to be released from Green Belt at the Main and Local Service villages to accommodate development needs. Boundaries will be reviewed as necessary in the Site Allocation DPD.

Page 48 6.16 The Spatial Strategy will… locally target the delivery of affordable housing close to the heart of existing communities

Page 49 GB1 Development in the Green Belt
Development will normally be permitted for affordable housing where there is a proven local need in accordance with policy H2.

Page 91 Housing

3675 new houses are required between 2006 and 2027. As of 1st April 2010, 2244 homes have been completed or committed… balance 1440 to be distributed between existing villages. Kinver allocated 80.

P93 Housing for the elderly is encouraged.

P98 There will be support for 100% affordable housing on Rural Exception Sites where a need is demonstrated in accordance with Policy H3

Page 100 Policy H3

Main relevant points are that the site should be immediately adjacent to the existing village development boundary and a robust Housing Needs Survey has been carried out to identify local need.

Core Policy 12   Wolverhampton Airport
Page 141 There are some important changes and additions to the original document which reflect points raised by WAAG. These changes have removed some ambiguities around the operation of the airport. `Freight services` has been added to the list of proscribed activities. However wording has been introduced which supports the existing non-aviation businesses on the airfield, and the Council has not insisted that non-aviation use buildings should be returned to aviation use only. There is also a statement in 9.69 about `gentle evolution` of the airport in the future, but without definition of the nature of such development. The document did not mention the position of the Council on any permanent closure of the airport, and what should then happen to the site.
Page 144 EV13 New Development.: The wording has been strengthened to confine any such new development to the already developed area and it would need to be aviation related.
Page 145 EV14  Existing and future uses: As noted in the Core Policy there is no insistence on returning non-aviation use buildings to aviation use but in 9.75 there is a statement that the overall aim is that existing buildings should be used for aviation uses related to the general aviation role of the airport.
Members of the Committee expressed their concerns over the statement from page 36.  Therefore it was Resolved to Recommend to the Council that the Planning Committee have fully discussed this matter at the planning committee meeting and ask that the Parish Council send the following comment:-
“We are surprised and disappointed that Kinver is designated for development at the same level as Wombourne. The statement on Page 36 of the document “ that Kinver is designated as a main focus for housing growth, a centre for shopping and a focus for employment growth” is of great concern to the Parish Council. The village lacks brown field sites for development and it is surrounded by Green Belt; therefore there would appear to be very limited scope for it to be a Main Focus for housing and employment growth. We query the soundness of this statement.
5.       PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following planning applications were considered and it was agreed to Recommend to the South Staffordshire District Council as stated below for each application: -

11/00144/FUL
Dunsley Hall Hotel, Dunsley Road, Kinver

11/00145/CAC
Extensions and alterations, including demolition of parts of listed building and buildings within its curtilage, to create additional bedrooms and spa facilities.


Although we feel that there may not be any undue impact on the Green Belt, the Canal Conservation Area, or the listed building regarding the proposals, we have concerns that the special circumstances that are claimed re increased employment, tourism and local usage of the facilities may be over optimistic.
Should this application be approved, then the existing tree screen should be maintained to the canal and be strengthened with substantial trees where there are gaps.


We assume that it will be considered carefully by the Conservation Officer.

11/00173/FUL
Rivaton Lodge, Lawnswood Drive, Lawnswood


Single storey rear kitchen extension / conservatory extension.


If the application complies with the current building regulations then we have no objections. However, the plans are very unclear and it is difficult to see how the proposed extensions fit in with and onto the existing building.
AL/16/2011/TPO 7 Lords Lane, The Oval, Prestwood


  G7 sweet chestnut at the rear of the property on communal land, crown lift to clear roof of property. 



This matter was referred to the arboriculture officer Mr S Dores.

Al/20/2011/CA
1&2 Churchill Barns, Kinver



Remove sycamore.

This matter was referred to the arboriculture officer Mr S Dores.


AL/19/2011/TPO  2 Hampton Grove, Kinver




   A1, 2 silver birches on property front, reduce height by 6 foot and crown radius by 2ft.

This matter was referred to the arboriculture officer Mr S Dores.

11/00198/FUL
Compton Park Farm, Beacon Lane, Kinver



2 storey extensions




Recommend Approval
11/00202/REN
9 Meddins Close, Kinver

Demolition of existing garage and erection of new detached bungalow.




Recommend Approval

6.
PLANNING DECISIONS REACHED BY SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

The planning decisions received are set out as appendix 1 to these minutes.

7.
HEDGEROW REMOVAL CONSULTATION FROM WOMBOURNE TO LAWNSWOOD.


This was noted and the Committee resolved to request that all of the hedgerow that is removed should be replaced with matching mature specimens.
8.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA


Future meeting – Housing needs survey and Parish Summit


9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 21st April 2011. 

10.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

All recommendations on planning applications being made direct to the South Staffordshire District Council (or in the case of Highways matters) direct to the County Council.  

It was Resolved to Recommend to the Council that the Planning Committee have fully discussed the LDF Document at the planning committee meeting and ask that the Parish Council send the following comment:-

“We are surprised and disappointed that Kinver is designated for development at the same level as Wombourne. The statement on Page 36 of the document “ that Kinver is designated as a main focus for housing growth, a centre for shopping and a focus for employment growth” is of great concern to the Parish Council. The village lacks brown field sites for development and it is surrounded by Green Belt; therefore there would appear to be very limited scope for it to be a Main Focus for housing and employment growth. We query the soundness of this statement.

Appendix 1 to the minutes of the 23rd March 2011  

PLANNING DECISIONS RECEIVED FROM SSDC

Application Number
Description





SSDC

KPC

10/00967/FUL

20 Enville Road, Kinver




Ref.

Comments.




Erection of garage

10/00990FUL

Land at Lime Grove, Kinver



App.

Rec App.




Car Park

11/00028/FUL

Trevase, Brockleys Walk, Kinver



App.

Comments.




Replacement dwelling – dormer bungalow.

23rd March 2011           
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