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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF KINVER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER  2011 AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES AT 95 HIGH STREET, KINVER

PRESENT:
Councillor Mrs R Davis (Chairman), MR Davies (Vice-Chairman)
Councillors:       *DH Hadlington, D Light, HH Williams, Mrs M Rogers, HH Rogers, Mrs V Davis, 
                          Mrs L Hingley, BR Edwards, P Wooddisse and JK Hall.

Arrived during item 160.


Also present:
Hayden Baugh-Jones, Wayne Mortiboys and John Commins


The Chairman welcomed the guests to the meeting, and reminded Councillors and the public that this was a Parish Council meeting not a public meeting, therefore there would be no opportunity for members of the public to speak.  All questions should be delivered to the guests in a civil manner.

158.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies of absence were received from Cllrs Mrs ED Ray, J Cutler and DM Wiseman.
159.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mrs R Davis and Mrs L Hingley declared a non prejudicial interest in relation to the Village Square and High Street as they are in the Conservation Area.

160.
TO RECEIVE FEEDBACK FROM COUNTY OFFICERS ON THE CONCERNS RAISED BY PARISH COUNCIL AND THE RECENT RESPONSES FROM RESIDENTS ON THE HIGH STREET LAYOUT AND ANY OUTCOMES FROM THIS.  


Mr Mortiboys thanked members for inviting him to the meeting. He introduced Mr Commins as his replacement on the project. As from the 1st September he changed position within the County Council and Mr Commins is taking over his role within this project.

Mr Mortiboys reported that he had attended a site meeting with Gavin Williamson MP and the 3 District Councillors to look at some of the concerns.  Most of those have been raised within the letters received by members of the public.
The summary is below:-


Total number of comments made 252 (electorate for Kinver Parish 6025)

Location of residents that commented

Evesham  - 1

Cookley – 1

Stourton – 14

Halesowen – 1

Enville – 3

Kidderminster – 1

Kingswinford - 1

Whittington – 2

Prestwood – 1

Stourbridge – 2

Kinver – 225

Of the 252

202  - Box 1 - Badly designed layout and chicanes / pinch points

70    - Box 2 – Like the look of the village overall

112  - Box 3 – Parking problems on yellow lines by delivery and other vehicles

102   - Box 4 – Awkward entrances / dislike stone markers











56/11

89   - Box 5 – Kerbs too high and sharp

51   - Box 6 – Loss of parking spaces


Point 1 – Chicanes 
The chicanes will have priority markers on them instead of just the arrow, which is accepted as causing confusion. These will clearly show who has the right of way and help with traffic flow.
2 build-outs will be removed; the one by Temperance House and one by the Plough and Harrow.

Point 3 – Parking on double yellow lines

The legal order for the length of time allowed for parking in marked bays has not been completed as yet so this is not enforceable, but parking in yellow lines is being enforced.
The yellow lines were never part of the original scheme as the 20mph zone should have parking in marked bays only. Yellow lines were added at the request of the Council due to people parking on unmarked areas.

It was requested that once all regulations are legally in place, traffic wardens should blitz the village for an extended period, to deter the illegal parking that still takes place.  It was agreed some time ago that this would be required. It will help to avoid congestion by thoughtless parking and free parking spaces regularly when the waiting time is enforced.


Point 4 – Marker stones

Some carving will be added to the pillars and this should improve their appearance.

Point 5 – Kerbs too high

The kerbs are the standard height of 5”. Previously the kerbs were virtually non existent due to years of resurfacing of the roadway. 41 claims have been made to the County for alleged damaged tyres / wheels: most of which were received immediately after the opening of the road.
Point 6 – Loss of parking spaces

Only 6 spaces have been lost in the main part of the High Street and 2 more added at the top of the High Street so total loss is 4.  It was noted that all car parks are free in Kinver and all are easily accessed from the High Street.

Mr Commins introduced himself to members. He is now the Project Manager and the Community Liaison Officer.  He agreed with the points discussed so far and will look at the additional issues raised.

Members raised the following points:-

· Members agreed with the removal of the 2 chicanes, but some felt that more / all should be removed or reduced in size.

· There was concern about the chicanes by the car parks particularly by the White Harte, where refuse and other large vehicles had difficulty turning right. It was felt by County to make the road wider would be to the detriment of the pedestrians. It was agreed that reducing the radius of the chicanes at the appropriate sides would be looked into to ease access to the car parks.
·  It was suggested that priority markings could be placed on the road. As it is a Conservation Area these types of markings are not favoured.

· Traffic is restricted too much and should be allowed to flow  more freely rather than be impeded by the chicanes. It was noted that at the January 2009 consultation, members of the public wanted the speed tables removed and were informed then that some form of self policing traffic calming measures had to be put in place in a 20mph zone.  This zone was agreed by the Parish Council.
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· This is a rural village and large farm vehicles can no longer drive through the village centre without mounting the pavements through the pinch points.
· When the consultation took place the designs looked nice and people liked them but in practice no one realised how narrow the pinch points would be.

·  It was suggested that cobbles could have been used on the road .It was noted that cobbles are more expensive and take 6 times as long to lay. They are also more dangerous to drive on and inclined to shift with heavy use.
· Traffic flow from the car parks needs to be addressed.

· There needs to be some form of box/ keep clear sign on the road by the Church Hill and Mill Lane junction. This is where there is often a bottle neck when Church Hill is blocked by waiting traffic and vehicles coming out of the village wish to turn right. This will be looked into.

In Summary the points of action are:-

2 pinch points to be removed
Priority signs on existing markers

Look at access from White Harte and Acre Car Parks

Marking / hatching on Church Hill junction

It was noted if these works could not be completed before the Christmas Period, then they should be started in the New Year.


Members thanked Mr Mortiboys and Mr Commins for attending the meeting.
161.
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM DISTRICT ON THE OUTSTANDING STREET FURNITURE AND PROPOSED SQUARE


Mr Hayden Baugh-Jones reported the following:-
· Benches – Steve Wall is making a mock up bench in wood to see if the design will work however the end product will be made of stone and wood. These will also hold car park information on the seats as originally planned.
· Some discussion took place on the exact location of the bench by the Constitutional Club in case it would hamper bar deliveries.

· Bike racks are waiting to be installed and they will be located outside Olga Dunn, Spar and possibly one in the square.

· New white lighting was originally quoted to District at a reasonable price, however when looked at in more detail the costs came in at £36,000 which is not justifiable as part of the project.  Therefore they will be changed in the future as part of Eon’s planned maintenance scheme.

· The solicitors are still discussing terms but an agreement in principal has taken place. The finger post on the corner of Vicarage Drive will be changed for a new one when the work on the square is complete. Works will not be started if this clashes with Christmas Festivities. They are expected to take 2/3 weeks and will not involve any road closures.
Members thanked Mr Baugh-Jones for attending the meeting.
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