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REGULATORY COMMITTEE 6th NOVEMBER 2007

REPORT OF THE ACTING RETURNING OFFICER ON POLLING DISTRICTS
AND POLLING PLACES REVIEW 2007

1.0 Summary of Report

1.1 This report sets out the Acting Returning Officer’s formal review of his
polling districts and polling places as required under the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (EEA 2006). For completeness, the polling
districts and places that come under the ARO’s responsibilities for Stafford
and Cannock Chase respectively are included, so covering the whole of
the District of South Staffordshire.

2.0 Recommendation to Council

2.1 The Council is formally recommended to accept the draft scheme, as
shown in Appendix 1.

3.0 Background

3.1 It is the designated Acting Returning Officer for the South Staffordshire
Constituency to carry out this review of his polling districts and polling
places. The Constituency is divided in to polling districts, which in turn
represents part of an electoral area, which then has an allocated polling
station for voting purposes. The ARO has a duty to continually review his
polling stations to ensure they are fit for purpose and as far as reasonably
practicable are accessible for all electors and he must have regard to the
needs of the disabled.

3.2 Polling stations are visited at each election by the (Acting) Returning
Officer and his staff to ensure they continue to be suitable and feedback is
received and acted upon from polling staff and politicians alike.

3.3 The EAA 2006 requires that the ARO formally designate the polling place
as opposed to what most Councils do i.e. designate the District as the
place by default so the polling station can be changed as the situation
dictates.

3.4 A wide range of stakeholders where consulted and all consultees have
been written to and their comments included in the scheme as
appropriate. Public notice within the Constituency and also on the
Council’s website were also undertaken. Three local disability groups
were contacted, these being the Disability Solutions based in Hanley, the
Wolverhampton Centre for the Deaf and the Beacon Centre for the Blind,
based in Wolverhampton. No comments were received from the public or
from the disability groups consulted. However, the Elections staff
continue to bear all disabilities in mind in all services provided such as
communications, correspondence and access to buildings and will continue
to monitor the suitability of venues and will purchase any mobile access
ramps as necessary and change the station within the polling place as
necessary.



ARO-2

3.5 Unfortunately in a rural district there is not always a ready availability of
suitable buildings to use for polling purposes and when there is a suitable
building it is not always in the best location. Very much a last resort is
using a mobile polling station such as on a pub car park. The reason
avoiding this temporary accommodation is due to the high hire cost,
issues of security, lack of facilities for polling staff, etc.

4.0 Alternative Options Considered

4.1 All comments from consultees have been considered.

5.0 Reason for Decision

5.1 To comply with the legal duty under the Electoral Administration Act 2006,
as amended.

6.0 Links to Corporate Aims and Objectives

6.1 Aim 5 – To be a well managed Council and community leader.

7.0 Scrutiny Powers

7.1 Not applicable.

8.0 Financial Implications

8.1 None.

9.0 Legal Powers for Proposed Action

9.1 Section 18C of the Representation of the People Act 1983, as amended by
Section 16 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 and subsequent
Regulations.

10.0 Crime and Disorder Implications

10.1 Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 places a duty on local
authorities to consider crime and disorder implications and to exercise its
various functions with due regard to the likely effect of the exercise of
those functions on and to do all that it reasonably can to prevent, crime
and disorder in its area.

10.2 These proposals are considered to have no adverse impact for the
purposes of the Crime and Disorder Act.

11.0 Equal Opportunities Implications
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11.1 All matters reported are not considered to have any adverse impact on the
Equal Opportunities Act and all matters have been considered in relation
thereto.

12.0 Risk Assessment

12.1 There are no significant risk management/assessment implications arising
from this proposed decision.

13.0 Consultations undertaken

13.1 Head of Customer and Electoral Services, all County Councillors, District
Councillors, Parish Councils, local MPs, local political parties, ARO for
Stafford and Cannock Chase Councils and disability groups.

14.0 Category of Exempt Information

14.1 The matter is not exempt information for the purposes of Part 1 of
Schedule 12[A] to the Local Government Act 1972.

15.0 Background Documents

15.1 Electoral Commission Circular EC28/2007 – 26 June 2007.

15.2 A copy of the above document may be inspected by contacting the
Monitoring Officer, Mrs. L. K. Robinson, Head of Governance and Scrutiny
Services, on 01902 696108 or by e-mailing l.robinson@sstaffs.gov.uk .

16.0 Council Budget/Policy

16.1 There has been only limited costs associated with the Review which has
been accommodated within existing resources.

17.0 Key Decision Information

17.1 Not applicable.

18.0 Conflicts of Interest Declared

18.1 None.

19.0 Dispensations granted by the Standards Committee

19.1 None.

20.0 Appendices

20.1 Appendix 1 – Consultation Letter and Draft Scheme.
Appendix 2 – Representations received.

Rolf Levesley
Acting Returning Officer



Thursday 2nd August 2007 Mr P J Hardy

PJH/RW 696119

696800

elections@sstaffs.gov.uk
Dear Sir / Madam

SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE POLLING DISTRICT AND PLACES REVIEW 2007

Please find enclosed this Council’s draft scheme of its Polling Places
and Polling Districts.

This review is being carried out in accordance of statutory
requirement of the Electoral Administration Act 2006, whereupon
the Acting Returning Officer(ARO) for his Constituency must carry
out a review and publish its results before 1st January 2008. This
Council considers it more practical to have finalised this review
before publishing its revised electoral register on 1st December
2007.

The guidance states that the ARO should conduct this review the
same time as a local government review of its polling districts and
places, hence the review includes Stafford’s and Cannock Chase’s
polling districts and places within its district boundary.

The consultation period runs until 10th September 2007. I realise
that this is quite tight but it is important that the Electoral Section
has time to investigate any comments and proposals in time for
Council approval prior to 1st December. I shall ensure that any
comments received before the 16th October Regulatory Committee
of this Council are presented to Members of this Council for
consideration.

Please note a copy of the attached is available electronically on our
website.

I look forward to receiving any comments.

Yours faithfully

Philip Hardy
Head of Customer and Electoral Services



Polling
District

Total
No. of
Props.

Electors
on FULL
Register Constituency Polling Place Polling Station

AAA 342 688 Stafford Community Centre, Acton Hill Road, Acton Trussell, ST17 0RQ Acton Trussell Community Centre

ABA 178 314 Stafford All Saints School, Cock Lane, Bednall, ST17 0SD All Saints School
ACA1 1189 2110 South Staffordshire Village Hall, Joeys Lane, Bilbrook, WV8 1JL Bilbrook Village Hall

ACA2 737 1264 South Staffordshire Church of The Holy Cross, Bilbrook Road, Bilbrook Holy Cross Church
ACA3 238 411 South Staffordshire Birches First School, Birches Avenue,Codsall,WV8 2JG Birches First School

ADA 173 317 Stafford Village Hall,School Lane,Blymhill Blymhill Village Hall
AEA 142 267 Stafford The Institute Rooms,Watling Street,Weston-under-Lizard The Institute Rooms

AFA 219 430 South Staffordshire Village Hall,Six Ashes Road,Bobbington,DY7 5BZ Bobbington Village Hall
AGA 301 594 Stafford Village Hall,Ivetsey Bank Road,Bishopswood Bishopswood Village Hall

AHA 1362 2489 South Staffordshire Jubilee Hall,Bargate Street,Brewood Jubille Hall
AJA 1451 2624 South Staffordshire Memorial Hall,Brewood Road,Coven Coven Memorial Hall

AKA 178 287 South Staffordshire Allotment Car Park,Ball Lane,Coven Heath Mobile sited on Allotment Car Park
ALA 692 1289 South Staffordshire Hawkins Social Club,Coppice Lane,Cheslyn Hay Hawkins Social Club

AMA 467 888 South Staffordshire Village Hall,Pinfold Lane,Cheslyn Hay Cheslyn Hay Village Hall
ANA 910 1837 South Staffordshire Glenthorne Primary School,Glenthorne Drive,Cheslyn Hay Glenthorne Primary School

APA 885 1806 South Staffordshire Salem Sunday School,High Street,Cheslyn Hay Salem Sunday School
AQA 1808 3364 South Staffordshire Village Hall,Wolverhampton Road,Codsall Codsall Village Hall

ARA 445 842 South Staffordshire Birches First School, Birches Avenue,Codsall,WV8 2JG Birches First School
ASA 965 2044 South Staffordshire Methodist Church Hall,Histons Hill,Codsall Church Lounge,Codsall Methodist Church

ATA 109 236 Stafford Village Hall,Hyde Lea Bank,Hyde Lea,Stafford,ST18 9BQ Hyde Lea Village Hall
AUA 111 218 Stafford Parish Hall,School Lane,Dunston,Stafford Dunston Parish Hall

AVA 208 366 South Staffordshire Athletic Club,Hall Drive,Enville,Stourbridge Athletic Club
AWA 225 451 South Staffordshire The Pavillion, Broad Lane, Essington The Pavillion
AXA 1143 2115 South Staffordshire Essington Community Centre,Hobnock Road,Essington Essington Community Centre

AYA 171 492 South Staffordshire Newtown Community Centre,Long Lane,Newtown,Essington Newtown Community Centre
AZA 185 381 South Staffordshire The Old Mitre,Bursnips Road,Essington The Old Mitre Public House

BAA 196 392 South Staffordshire Westcroft Nursery,Adjacent to 240 Cannock Road,Westcroft Westcroft Nursery
BBA 134 246 South Staffordshire Featherstone Community Centre,Baneberry Drive,Featherstone Featherstone Community Centre

BCA 1452 2655 South Staffordshire Featherstone Community Centre,Baneberry Drive,Featherstone Featherstone Community Centre
BDA 1084 1940 South Staffordshire Harrisons Sports & Social Club,Wharwell Lane,Great Wyrley Harrisons Sports & Social Club

BEA 909 1841 South Staffordshire Community Centre,Landywood Lane,Great Wyrley Great Wyrley Community Centre
BFA 522 1071 South Staffordshire Great Wyrley High School,Great Wyrley High School,Hall Ln EntranceYouth & Community Bungalow Gt Wyrley High Sch

BGA 1043 2017 South Staffordshire Scout & Guide Centre,Walsall Road,Great Wyrley,Walsall Scout & Guide Centre
BHA 945 1776 South Staffordshire Community Centre,Landywood Lane,Great Wyrley Great Wyrley Community Centre

BJA 236 482 South Staffordshire Parish Room,Four Crosses Lane,Hatherton Four Crosses Parish Rooms
BKA 90 164 South Staffordshire Community Centre,Baneberry Drive,Featherstone,WV10 7TR Featherstone Community Centre

BLA 178 371 South Staffordshire Himley Country Hotel,School Road,Himley Himley Country Hotel
BMA 127 278 South Staffordshire Summerhouse Inn,92 Gospel End Road,Gospel End,DY3 4AN Mobile sited on car park of Summerhouse Inn

BNA 613 1184 Cannock* Community Centre,Stafford Road,Huntington Huntington Community Centre
BPA 1023 1690 Cannock* Naden House,Stafford Road,Huntington,WS12 4NQ Communal Lounge Naden House

BQA 784 1351 South Staffordshire Church Hall,Vicarage Drive,Off High Street,Kinver St Peters Church Hall
BRA 60 136 South Staffordshire Crown Inn,A451,Kidderminster Road,Iverley,DY8 2RX Mobile sited on Crown Inn Car Park

BSA 1499 2784 South Staffordshire Church Hall,Enville Road,Kinver Kinver Methodist Church Hall
BTA 763 1592 South Staffordshire Village Hall,Bridgnorth Road,Stourton Stourton Village Hall

BUA 130 251 Stafford Vernon Lodge School,School Lane,Stretton Mobile sited on car park of Vernon Lodge School
BVA 53 94 Stafford Vernon Lodge School,School Lane,Stretton Mobile sited on car park of Vernon Lodge School

BWA 893 1775 Stafford Village Hall,High Street,Wheaton Aston,ST19 9PL Wheaton Aston Village Hall
BXA 435 819 South Staffordshire Victory Hall, Greyhound Lane,Lower Penn Victory Hall
BYA 73 137 South Staffordshire Shepherds Buildings,Burnhill Green,Staffordshire Shepherds Buildings

BZA 874 1707 South Staffordshire Village Hall,Wolverhampton Road,Pattingham Pattingham Village Hall
CAA 588 1033 Stafford The Reading Room,Market Street,Penkridge The Reading Room

CBA 92 162 Stafford Dobbies Gardening World,Watling Street,Gailey Dobbies Gardening World
CCA 855 1550 Stafford Haling Dene Centre,Cannock Road,Penkridge Haling Dene Centre

CDA 1127 2394 Stafford Princefield First School,Saxon Road,Penkridge,ST19 5EP Princefield First School
CEA 911 1706 Stafford The Peace Memorial Hall,Church Road,Penkridge Peace Hall

CFA 2839 5076 South Staffordshire Perton Civic Centre,Church Road,Coleridge Drive,Perton The Lakeside Hall,Perton Civic Centre
CGA1 572 1138 South Staffordshire Perton Middle School,Gainsborough Drive,Perton The Airmans Lounge, Perton Civic Centre

CGA2 835 1798 South Staffordshire Perton Middle School,Gainsborough Drive,Perton Perton Middle School
CHA 117 235 South Staffordshire Kingswood Nursery,Holyhead Road,Kingwood Kingswood Nursery

CJA 101 189 South Staffordshire Perton Civic Centre,Church Rd,Coleridge Drive,Perton The Airmans Lounge, Perton Civic Centre
CKA 346 643 South Staffordshire Village Hall,Wolverhampton Road,Wedges Mills Wedges Mills Village Hall

CLA 331 616 South Staffordshire Village Hall,Elms Lane,Shareshill Shareshill Village Hall
CMA 404 789 South Staffordshire Community Centre,High Street,Swindon Swindon Community Centre

CNA 159 262 South Staffordshire The Old Bush car park,Swindon Road,Hinksford Mobile sited on car park of Old Bush car park
CPA 265 503 South Staffordshire Seven Stars Inn,Fox Road,Seisdon,WV5 7HD Seven Stars Inn

CQA 196 382 South Staffordshire Village Hall,The Green,Trysull Trysull Village Hall
CRA 2161 4094 South Staffordshire Community Centre,Church Road,Wombourne Wombourne Community Centre

CSA 122 245 South Staffordshire St Bartholomews Church Hall,Vicarage Road,Penn St Bartholomews Church Hall
CTA 1125 2219 South Staffordshire Blakeley Heath School,Sytch Lane,Wombourne Blakeley Heath School

CUA 618 994 South Staffordshire Wombourne Civic Centre,Gravel Hill,Wombourne Day Centre,Wombourne Civic Centre
CVA 1283 2367 South Staffordshire Cherry Trees School,Giggetty Lane,Wombourne Cherry Trees School

CWA 628 1196 South Staffordshire Bede Hall,Wombourne Parish Offices,Wombourne Bede Hall

44625 84468
*To become part of SS Constituency from next Parliamentary Election.
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