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The Council is preparing a Local Development Framework (LDF) to help shape
a sustainable future for South Staffordshire. It will replace the existing adopted
Local Plan and set out the spatial planning strategy for the District up to 2026.
The Local Development Framework will consist of a number of statutory and
non-statutory documents that together will set out the planning policies to guide
the development of the District.

The Core Strategy document will be at the heart of the Local Development
Framework for South Staffordshire. It will set out the long-term vision, objectives
and planning policies to deliver a better environment in the future. All other
documents prepared for the Local Development Framework must help to deliver
the vision and be in conformity with the Core Strategy. It will be informed by
and draw upon other strategies produced by the Council and other organisations,
particularly the Sustainable Community Strategy.

The Core Strategy will contain the core spatial policies for the District together
with detailed policies for the delivery and management of development. The
development policies in the Core Strategy will be supported by guidance on
individual planning policy themes contained within separate Supplementary
Planning Documents (SPD) including documents on affordable housing, village
design guidance, developer contributions and sustainable development.

1 Background
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The development policies in the Core Strategy will replace the saved policies in
the adopted Local Plan but the existing policies will continue to be used in
determining planning applications until the Core Strategy has been adopted. A
list of the currently saved policies can be found in Appendix A. You can access
further information on the Local Development Framework and the Local Plan
saved policies on our website at http://www.sstaffs.gov.uk.

As the Core Strategy takes shape, its preparation is being informed by an
on-going Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) process. SEA is a process for evaluating the environmental consequences
of proposed policies, plans or programmes to ensure that environmental issues
are fully integrated and addressed at the earliest stage of decision making. SA's
are broader and promote sustainable development through the integration of
environmental, social and economic considerations into the plan's preparation.
The SEA process is incorporated in the SA process for the Core Strategy.

A Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment Scoping Report
has been produced for the Local Development Framework which sets out the
baseline information and key sustainability issues and objectives for South
Staffordshire. The scoping report also sets out the sustainability framework
against which the Core Strategy and other LDF documents will be assessed.

1 Background
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The Council is committed to involving local communities and key stakeholders
in the Local Development Framework and sees consultation as an ongoing
activity, which feeds the views of residents and consultees into the plan process.
In particular, the Council published a Core Strategy ‘Issues and Options Paper’
in October 2006 which was made widely available to all interested parties and
received 165 responses.

The Council’s decision to include development policies within the Core Strategy
has led to the need for further consultation on detailed policy issues. The purpose
of this consultation exercise is to explore the issues and promote discussion on
the key topic areas that will need to be addressed in the formulation of
development policies for the Core Strategy.

To assist in the consideration of possible development policies, a summary of
the key points arising from the Core Strategy Issues and Options consultation
is included in this Paper as Appendix B.

The Council would like the views of local communities and key stakeholders on
the type of development policies that should be included within the Core
Strategy. A response form is included with this Consultation Paper and we
welcome any comments or suggestions you may wish to make on development
policies. Please note that any comments you make are not confidential and may
be made publicly available.

2 The Purpose of this Consultation Exercise
3
S
o
u
th

S
ta
ffo

rd
sh
ire

L
o
ca
l
D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t
F
ra
m
e
w
o
rk

D
evelo

p
m
en

t
Po
licies

C
o
n
su
ltatio

n
Pap

er
-
A
u
g
u
st

2
0
0
8



In formulating development policies for the
Local Development Framework, the Council
must take into account the framework provided
by national and regional policy and guidance,
particularly in respect of sustainable
development. The Council must decide whether
the policy themes and principles in the existing
Local Plan policies are still relevant and whether
new policies are required to deal with key issues
such as sustainable development, climate

change and the delivery of housing development.

As a general principle, development policies should be included when, and only
when, they are needed to provide local expression and interpretation of national
and regional guidance and to provide support for the core policies. It will be
important therefore that policies do not repeat national and regional policies,
and that they are relevant and reflect the character and local distinctiveness of
South Staffordshire.

In order to provide a sound basis for the delivery and management of
development in South Staffordshire, it is expected that locally based development
policies will be needed in the Core Strategy covering the following policy areas:

Development boundaries including Green Belt and Open Countryside
Special policy areas covering specific sites or locations such as Major
Developed Sites in the Green Belt
Housing development – including phasing, density, brownfield targets,
affordable housing, exceptions sites, gypsies and travellers

Economic development - including employment sites, rural diversification,
tourism, village centres and retailing
Transport - including rural transport and accessibility to services
Community facilities - including sole facilities and services

3 Potential Issues to be Addressed
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Historic Environment – heritage assets including Conservation Areas, Listed
Buildings, rural buildings, historic landscapes and locally important buildings
Landscape – including landscape character and Cannock Chase AONB
Natural Environment – natural assets including areas of biological importance

Natural resources - including renewable energy, water resources and waste
Flooding and flood plains
Recreation and open space - including standards of provision
Design and layout of new development including movement, form and space
Community Safety - including designing out crime
Protecting public amenity including space about dwellings
Developer Contributions

3 Potential Issues to be Addressed
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We are seeking your views on the type of development policies you think that
should be included in the Core Strategy. The best way to comment on the Core
Strategy is on-line at http://sstaffs-consult.limehouse.co.uk

Key benefits of making comments online include:

Update personal details instantly, such as change of address or email.
Specify preference - how any future contact should be made regarding
document updates or mail shots.
Save time - view documents/comments online.
Optional instant updates of new drafts available for consultation.
Environmental - electronic systems save paper.
Ability to view other consultees' comments once they have been processed
by the council.
Search - to view other comments on different items within a particular
document.

You can also respond to this consultation paper
by completing a representation form and
sending it to:

Development Plans Manager
South Staffordshire Council
Council Offices
Wolverhampton Road
Codsall
South Staffordshire
WV8 1PX

Email: developmentplans@sstaffs.gov.uk
Fax:01902 696705

A response form is available via our website at http://www.sstaffs.gov.uk

Your comments need to be received by us by 5pm on 26th September 2008.

4 How to make your comments
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We will use the comments received in response to this consultation exercise to
help us in preparing draft development policies for inclusion in the Core Strategy
which will be published for consultation later this year.

If you have any comments or queries about this Paper or the South Staffordshire
Local Development Framework please contact a member of the Development
Plans Team on: 01902 696317/6423/6244.

5 What Happens Next?
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DIRECTIONUNDER PARAGRAPH 1(3) OF SCHEDULE 8 TO THE PLANNING
AND COMPULSORY PURCHASE ACT 2004

POLICIES CONTAINED IN THE SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL PLAN
ADOPTED DECEMBER 1996

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government in exercise of
the power conferred by paragraph 1(3) of Schedule 8 to the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 directs that for the purposes of the policies
specified in the Schedule to this direction, paragraph 1(2)(a) of Schedule 8 to
the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 does not apply.

SCHEDULE OF POLICIES CONTAINED IN SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE
COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN ADOPTED DECEMBER 1996

Policy NamePolicy Number

Green Belt (General)GB1

Long Term Development NeedsGB4

Land Safeguarded under Policy GB4GB5

Major Developed Sites in the Green BeltGB6

Open Countryside (General)OC1

Re-Use of Rural BuildingsC1

Use of Agricultural LandC2

Development on Agricultural LandC3

Dwellings in the CountrysideC4

ExtensionsC8

Expansion of Businesses.C13

Halfpenny Green AirportHG1

Support UsesHG2

Other Non-Aviation UsesHG3

Cessation of UseHG4

Smestow Bridge Policy AreaSB1

Affordable Housing ProvisionH6

Local Needs Housing in Rural AreasH11

Local Needs Assessment CriteriaH12

Financial Contributions to InfrastructureH15

Character of SurroundingsH16

Spaces about BuildingsH17

Density of New DevelopmentH18

InfillingH19

Travelling Showmen’s Permanent QuartersH21

Appendix A Saved Local Plan Policies
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Policy NamePolicy Number

Premium Sites (North of Wolverhampton)E1

General Employment ProposalsE3

Royal Ordnance Factory FeatherstoneE4

Outside StorageE6

Relocation of Non-Conforming UsesE8

New Development Access and Highway ImprovementsTR3

New Development Vehicle Parking and ManoeuvringTR4

Listed Buildings -Applications for Listed Building ConsentBE5

Conservation Areas - Planning ApplicationsBE7

Conservation Areas - Demolition Prior to RedevelopmentBE9

Conservation Areas – Removal of Intrusive FeaturesBE12

Retention of Shop FrontsBE14

Replacement of Shop FrontsBE15

Security ScreensBE16

Internally Illuminated SignsBE17

New AdvertisementsBE18

Existing SignsBE19

Re-Use and Adaptation of Rural Buildings – Physical SuitabilityBE20

Re-Use and Adaptation of Rural Buildings – Planning ApplicationsBE21

Re-Use and Adaptation of Rural Buildings – Permitted DevelopmentBE22

Location of New BuildingsBE25

New Development – Design CriteriaBE26

Protection of the Natural Watercourse SystemBE27

Protection of Ground Water ResourcesBE28

Renewable EnergyRE1

Provision of Recreation and Leisure FacilitiesR1

Sports Pitches – Protection of Pitches and Replacement FacilitiesR2

Open Space – Protection of Open Spaces and ParksR4

Open Space – Provision of Open Space and Children’s PlayR5

Recreation and Open Space ProposalsR6

Bratch Policy Area – Land East of CanalR8

Countryside Recreation – Noise NuisanceR10

Hatherton Branch CanalR16

Landscape Character – Protection and EnhancementLS1

Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerow ProtectionLS2

Appendix A Saved Local Plan Policies
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Policy NamePolicy Number

Retention and Protection of TreesLS5

Reinstatement of Hedgerows and Woodlands on Development SitesLS6

Special Landscape AreaLS7

Landscape Improvement Areas – Tree and Shrub PlantingLS9

Landscape Improvement Areas – Development ProposalsLS10

Historic Landscapes – Protection of Character and SettingLS11

Cannock Chase AONB – Landscape Conservation and Development ProposalsLS12

Protection of National Sites of Nature Conservation and Ecological ImportanceNC2

Protection of Sites Designated Locally of Nature Conservation and Ecological
Importance

NC3

Site Protection – Retention of Features and Replacement HabitatsNC4

Green LanesNC5

Habitat CreationNC7

Wildlife CorridorsNC8

Wetlands and WatercoursesNC9

Appendix A Saved Local Plan Policies
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Appendix B Summary of Key Points Arising from the Core Strategy Issues
and Options Consultation
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