
Summer comes alive
in South Staffordshire!

And with fuel prices

rocketing by the day, you

can spend your money on

some Grea t Days Ou t

instead of at the petro l

pump.

S t e e p e d i n h i s t o r y ,

heritage and rural splendour,

South Staffordshire has a

huge and varied selection

of tourist attractions, from

beautiful countryside and

historic houses to action

adven tu re and qua l i t y

crafts.

We're also home to the

V-Festival - one of the

country's top rock and pop

music festivals.

With fresh produce, fine

dining, traditional pubs,

s w i s h b a r s a n d t h e

best takeaways - South

S t a f f o r d s h i r e i s a l s o

T H E p l a c e t o g o f o r

food and drink. Whether

you're looking to cook up a

delight at home, find a

delicious takeaway, a

good pub or a gourmet

feast for that special

occasion - you can bet

that South Staffordshire's

got exactly what you're

looking for.

Tourism brings in almost

TWO MILLION visitors a year

to the District - generating

£85 mill ion for the local

economy, and with lots of

South Staffordshire's major

attractions open all year

round, you're always spoilt

for choice!

A family day out here won't

break the bank either. Apart

from saving on fuel, there are

great discounts and offers for

some of the most popular

attractions in our brand new

tourism 'Treasure Trail'.

Also, our 'Great Days Out'

guide is full of ideas, including

attractions, events and

festivals, and moreover, it's

FREE! To find out how to get

your free copy see page 3.
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The forecast is for a long, hot summer - and what
better place to enjoy it than right here on your
doorstep in South Staffordshire!
The District has some of the most exciting and interesting tourist

attractions around - and we like to think there's something

for everyone!

“South Staffordshire
has a huge and varied
selection of tourist
attractions, from
beautiful countryside
to action adventure.”

FOR GREAT OFFERS ON GREAT DAYS OUT! - Turn to page 3
A taste of South Staffordshire

this summer.



South Staffordshire Council and South
Staffordshire Housing Association (SSHA)
have joined forces to change the way the
District's open spaces, shrub beds and trees
are looked after.
With a growing focus on lean efficiencies

due to the Government's comprehensive
spending review, it's great news for local
residents and housing tenants.
The partnership is expected to save over

£100,000 a year, simply by getting the same
company to look after the grounds of both
bodies.
“The Landscape Group will now be working

on behalf of us both to look after our
open spaces, the highway verges and
the housing association's grassed areas
and shrub beds at its own housing
developments", said Cllr Mrs Joan Williams,
Cabinet Member for Environmental Services at

South Staffordshire Council.
“Teaming up with the Housing Association

is going to offer great value for money for the
local tax payer and could save over £100,000
a year. By working together in this new and
innovative way we're maintaining a top quality
local service but driving the costs down.
“We're leading the way in this type of shared

service and we're just one of a handful of local
councils in rural areas working this way with
regional housing associations."
Ralph Middlemore, Director of Property

Services at SSHA, added: “Beforehand, one
street might have had its grass verges cut on a
Tuesday and the neighbouring street had its
done on a Friday. This was because these
areas were the responsibility of different
contractors appointed by both parties. This
new approach ensures co-ordination of our
grounds maintenance operation.”

Cutting the grass
and cutting the cost

Michelle Maybury (left) from the Landscape Group, Ralph Middlemore (right) from SSHA, with
Howard Medlicott, Cllr Mrs Joan Williams and Jackie Smith from South Staffordshire Council.

Over £100,000 a year is expected to be trimmed from South Staffordshire's
grass cutting and grounds maintenance costs as a result of an innovative
partnership deal.

Latest figures show the incidents of
fly-tipping in the District are down by
40 per cent.

It fol lows a successful high-profile
campaign by South Staffordshire Council
to pursue and prosecute offenders who
blight our countryside.

Over the past 12 months, the Council has
successfully prosecuted 11 people, in
fly-tipping related cases, who have had to
cough up a total of more than £7,000 in fines
and costs.

In 2007/8 there were more than 700
incidents of fly-tipping, but after falling for the
third consecutive year, there were over 270
fewer cases last year, a drop of 40 per cent.

The cost to taxpayers of clearing the
rubbish has also reduced by over £20,000
during the same period.

South Staffordshire Council chiefs believe
the fall in fly-tipping is the result of the

no-nonsense approach to the problem which
saw the Council achieve 11 successful
prosecutions over the past twelve months.

Cllr Roger Lees, Cabinet Member for
Public Health Protection Services at
South Staffordshire Council, said: “Year by
year the number of fly tipping cases are
coming down. A 40 per cent reduction in the
number of cases in just three years is a great
result. We're bucking the national trend and
we're determined to get these figures down
again next year.

“We've said from the start that it's not fair
that local taxpayers should have to pay to
clean up the mess which other people have
simply dumped.”

The Council has also revealed that
fly-tipping offenders were forced to fork
out £7,043 in fines and court costs, as well
as £2,000 in fixed penalty notices over the
past twelve months.

Fly tipping? Don't
even think about it!
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In the last edition of
South Staffordshire
Review, an article
headed 'Fish shop owner
gutted about fly-tipping
fine' was published on
page 3.
We would like to make it

clear that the man referred
to in this article was the
former owner of the C&C
Fish Bar in Cheslyn Hay.
The fish bar has since

been taken over by new
management and renamed
'Cheslyn Hay Fish Bar'.
The new owners of
'Cheslyn Hay Fish Bar'
have no association with
the former C&C Fish Bar.

Cheslyn Hay
chip shop:
Clarification

Illegal rubbish dumpers are getting the message -
try it in South Staffordshire and you will pay the price!



The visitor attractions on the treasure trail include:
the Rock House at Kinver, Boscobel House, Rodbaston
Animal Zone and Weston Park - to name but a few.
Treasure Trails are available for as little as £2.99, which

includes extra discount vouchers into some of our most
popular visitor attractions!
As well as the treasure trail, visitors can also enjoy the

increasingly popular 'Footsteps of A King' which traces the
escape of the then future King Charles II through South
Staffordshire.
There's a special deal giving entry into two of the

monarch's hiding places, the historic Boscobel House and
Moseley Old Hall, on one ticket with a saving of 15% off
normal admission prices!

Family ticket: £28.35
Adults: £11.65
Children: £6.75 (5-15 years)
Concessions £11.14
Under 5’s FREE

More information about the 'Treasure
Trails' and 'Footsteps of a King' tickets
can be found on the Council's website
www.sstaffs.gov.uk/tourism.
You can buy your Treasure Trails from

any of the following leisure centres:
Cheslyn Hay, Codsall, Wombourne or
Penkridge, or by calling 01902 696538.
For a FREE copy of South

Staffordshire's Great Days Out
& Food and Drink Guide, phone
01902 696538 or apply online at
www.sstaffs.gov.uk/brochure.

Tourism ‘In Focus’
Treasured pleasures worth a King's ransom!
Tourism ‘In Focus’
GREAT OFFERS for GREAT DAYS OUT!
There's hidden treasure at South Staffordshire's top tourist
attractions - and there could be real treats in store for
visitors who can find it.

An exciting treasure trail has been laid at nine

of the District's most popular venues where

clues have been left to help people work it out.

Visitors who get the answers and submit the

final treasure 'code' by 31st October, 2011, will

go into a super prize draw.

New 2-in-1 Guide

To request your FREE copy:
Telephone: 01902 696538

www.sstaffs.gov.uk/brochure

Subscribe
today to receive
our Summer

E-Newsletter
www.sstaffs.gov.uk/mailing
It's the best way of finding out
about things to do, what's on
and to get the latest tourist

news from South
Staffordshire!
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A FREE Family Thrill Hopper Ticket to
Staffordshire's top 4 attractions

An overnight stay for 2 people in the
stunning, Grade II listed, Dunsley Hall
Hotel in Kinver

Gift vouchers and family tickets into a
number of our local attractions

This is what you could win…

Boscobel House

Moseley Old Hall



AT YOUR LEISUREAT YOUR LEISUREAT YOUR LEISURE
New pitch is perfect for
England’s Number One

WORDSEARCH
WINNER:

Congratulations to
Ann Miller

from Wheaton Aston
who won £25 in the

Word Search
Competition

in the Spring 2011
Edition of the

South Staffordshire
Review.

Word Search CompetitionWord Search CompetitionWord Search Competition

The first correct entry picked after
the closing date of

14th September, 2011
will win a

£25 Prize

There is one word in the list that is
NOT included in the grid.

Write it on the back of a postcard (or
sealed envelope) TOGETHER WITH YOUR
NAME AND ADDRESS and send to:

Helen Dye
Word Search Competition,
South Staffordshire Council,
Council Offices, Codsall,
South Staffordshire. WV8 1PX

L B R O D B A S T O N N E T

L A E A N I M A L Z O N E F

A G G M E H E R T T L G K A

H G A U E A H I G E B A W R

D E T S R E U N B A O I E C

L R T E G R I O S L U L S R

O I R U F L C H A S L E T I

Y D E M L S W Y A E T Y O A

E G H I O O O G D S O L N O

L E H B O R E C O U N T R Y

E C P D Y R E T T O P K F R

S E I R E S R U N H A R A O

O Y N N E P F L A H U A R C

M V I N E Y A R D S L P M K

THANK
YOU FOR
ENTERING

The correct answer
to the word search in
Issue 48 of Review
was ONLINE.
A big thank you to

everyone who entered
and well done to those
who got the answer

correct!
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Can you find the following names
of Visitor Attractions in South
Staffordshire hidden in this
puzzle? They may be horizontal,
vertical or diagonal and could be
backwards or forwards.
BAGGERIDGE • COUNTRY • PARK
BOULTON PAUL • AIRCRAFT

HERITAGE • MUSEUM
BOSCOBEL • ROYAL OAK
CHILLINGTON • WESTON

MOSELEY OLD HALL
ASHWOOD • NURSERIES

GAILEY • POTTERY • FRUIT • FARM
HALFPENNY • GREEN • VINEYARDS

ROCK • HOUSES
RODBASTON • ANIMAL ZONE

The Manchester City and England's
current number 1 shot-stopper took
time out to officially open the new
floodlit pitches in March.
And he was mightily impressed

with the set-up.
The playing area is ideal for football

and hockey, and can even be divided
into smaller pitches for faster and
more furious 5 or 6-a-side!
The pitch is open 6pm - 10pm

weekdays and 8am - 9pm at
weekends.
Don't forget, along with the new all-

weather surface, Cheslyn Hay leisure
centre also boasts SIX floodlit tennis
courts and FOUR netball courts!

Footy Sixes are booming
Taking advantage of the new artificial surface, one of the UK’s leading 6-a-side football
operators, PITCH INVASION, is running a new 6-a-side football league at Cheslyn Hay,
which is expanding fast.
Even more teams can now experience the latest playing surface and the excitement of a fast

moving match.

Think you've got what it takes to be champions?
The league takes place on Thursdays between 8pm and 10pm. Players and teams can sign up at
www.pitch-invasion.com or by calling 0844 745 2020.

Cheslyn Hay Leisure Centre's brand new artificial sports pitch takes some
beating, according to soccer star Joe Hart.

For more information about the
new pitch or the courts at
Cheslyn Hay Leisure Centre:
• call 01922 417790
• email:
cheslynhay@sstaffs.gov.uk

• visit
www.sstaffs.gov.uk/leisure



Council bosses in South Staffordshire have followed up their freeze on Council
Tax with a pledge to squeeze the last drop of value from reduced revenues.
The Council has seen its funding from the Government cut by 35%, but is promising local
taxpayers 'more bang for your buck'. Money saving measures will try to ensure the quality
of services people really rely on is maintained.
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VALU£ FOR MON£Y?
You can bank on us!

The Council is:
Helping you to
recycle and
compost 49% of
our waste which
otherwise would
go to landfill

Delivering waste and recycling
collections for every home

Freezing the
costs of leisure
memberships

Giving £500,000 in grants
for disabled and vulnerable
adults every year

Giving £65,000 a year to local
community and voluntary groups

Delivering £24 million a year in benefit
support to the most vulnerable

Working with Staffordshire Police to cut crime
and keep our communities safe

With South Staffordshire Council this is what you get:

Your Council Tax frozen
Fourth lowest district council tax in the country
Paying less than £2 a week* for services
A 100% debt-free Council (still).

South Staffordshire Council
has also:

Brought fly-tipping figures to an
all-time low and the pioneering

work in this field has been
recognised nationally

Built a new
cemetery for

the District - and
another one is

on its way.

AND…
Our streets are

some of the cleanest
in the county

Baggeridge Country Park
and the Wom Brook Walk

in Wombourne are
nationally acclaimed
Green Flag parks

How's that for Value? *based on an average Band D property



BUSINESBUSINESS =S = JOBSJOBS

THINK
LOCAL!
Support local jobs and support
local businesses - Think Local

Log on to Staffordshire's FREE
business directory and find a
local tradesman or service:

www.thinklocal4business.co.uk

Help get yourself back into work
at the Featherstone Work Café!

Come and see us every Friday at the
Community Centre for a cup of tea and a chat.

We're here to help and to offer advice on
CV writing and interview techniques, as well as
pointing you in the right direction towards new
training, work experience and qualifications.

You can also speak with local employers
and other professionals about how
best to get back on the road to work.

Come down and see us - this is a great chance to see what's out there for you.

TO LET
INDUSTRIAL UNITS AT:

Four Ashes Enterprise Centre
807 sq ft & 1,076 sq ft

Heathmill Enterprise Centre, Wombourne
1,460 sq ft & 2,350 sq ft

Hilton Main Industrial Estate, Essington
921 sq ft

Landywood Enterprise Park, Great Wyrley
1,161 sq ft - 2,807 sq ft

Littleton Business Park, Huntington
807 sq ft - 1,345 sq ft

South Staffordshire Business Park, Cheslyn Hay
1,076 sq ft - 2,422 sq ft

Contact:
David Broadhead, Commercial Development Section,
Council Offices, Codsall, South Staffordshire WV8 1PX

Tel: 01902 696118 Fax: 01902 696705
E-mail: d.broadhead@sstaffs.gov.uk

Want to find out more?

Just get in
touch.
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Calling All Job Seekers!!!!
Featherstone Work Café

@ Featherstone & Hilton Community Centre
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A brand new public taxi-bus service
will get rural residents in the north
of the District from B to C - Brewood
to Cannock that is - via Penkridge
and most of the villages and
hamlets in-between.
The "Village Buzz" will run on Wednesdays

and Saturdays, and if you need to use it, you
can flag one down from the side of the road.

It's a six-month pilot project to gauge
demand, by the South Staffordshire Rural
Transport Partnership, who have been
listening to local concerns about the scarcity
of public transport in rural areas.

The Village Buzz could offer a really
useful solution - and the fares are pretty
reasonab le , £1 .50 fo r a re tu rn t r i p
(75p for children). What's more, people
holding national bus passes can use it for
FREE, subject to normal bus rules.

Instead of a bus, though, it will be an
8-seater mini-bus, operated by Codsall Cars
on behalf of the Partnership.

The service is running twice a week, on
Wednesdays and Saturdays, starting at 9am
from Brewood Market Place.

The route runs from Brewood to Penkridge
via Bishops Wood, Blymhil l , Stretton,
Sunnybank caravan park and Lapley. It then
goes on to Cannock Bus Station via
Featherstone, Shareshill, Little Saredon, Calf
Heath, Wedges Mills and into Cannock. A
second loop run takes people back to their
homes. The service also provides a link for
residents in Dean Court to the centre of
Brewood.

On Saturdays, the service includes
Cavans Wood Caravan Park in Huntington,
taking residents into Cannock at 10.55am
and then returning from Cannock bus station
at 2.18pm.

Full timetables are available online at:

www.sstaffs.gov.uk/travel
or through your local parish council office.

More information about the Village Buzz
will be coming through your letterbox soon, if
you live in the area covered by the service.

Cllr Kath Perry and Cllr David Billson with the new ‘Village Buzz” taxi-bus
which is helping to make access to public transport easier.

TRANSPORT
Taxi-Bus for our Friends in the North

Residents living in the
South Staffordshire
villages of Penkridge,
W h i s t o n , L a p l e y ,
Wheaton Aston, Bishops
Wood, Brewood and
Coven are making the
most of a new bus
service to Telford on
Saturdays!
The South Staffordshire

Rural Transport Partnership
launched the new bus
service in March - and
they've been overwhelmed
with how popular the service
has been so far.
The new service is helping

residents from local villages
to get to Telford and back on

Saturdays - with transport
bosses hoping that if the
service remains popular
enough, it might even
become a full time fixture!

The route has been such
a triumph so far, that not
only is it getting local people
to Telford; it's getting people
from Shropshire into
Penkridge for the Saturday
market.
The new service has

already proved a hit with its
users, with one satisfied
passenger commenting,
“I have been there and back
twice on the two early
busses and they give plenty
of time for a good look
around including a sit down

and a cup of coffee”.
The new Saturday service,

the 12/X12, is being run by
bus operator, Arriva.

Councillor David Billson,
Deputy Leader of South
Staffordshire Council is
delighted that local people
are using the new service:

“Local people told us that
they wanted to get to Telford
at the weekend but there
wasn't the public transport
available to do it. This is why
we stepped in and we've
even found that people
are coming into South
Staffordshire from Telford
which is a bonus.

NEW BUS ROUTE
IS A GREAT HIT
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The new opening times for personal visits and
telephone calls to the Council’s Customer
Contact Centre are:

Monday 8.45am to 5.00pm

Tuesday 8.45am to 5.00pm

Wednesday 8.45am to 5.00pm

Thursday 8.45am to 5.00pm

Friday 8.45am to 5.00pm

Library opening times remain unchanged

If you would like a copy of this document in another
language or format (e.g. Braille, audio cassette),
please contact:

South Staffordshire Council,
Council Offices,
Codsall,
South Staffordshire.
WV8 1PX

Tel: (01902) 696000
E-mail: thereview@sstaffs.gov.uk

OPENING TIMES

FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION

CONTACTS:

South
Staffordshire
Council

www.twitter.com/south_staffs

The days of seemingly endless
repetition of the same information
to public bodies are numbered -
thanks to new reporting measures
s p e a r h e a d e d b y S o u t h
Staffordshire Council.
The scheme means that people who

have to report important changes in
their life, such as a death, a marriage or
a birth need make only ONE phone call
or make ONE visit to the Council Offices.
Until now, people have often had to

repeat the same information over and
over again, sometimes at the most
traumatic or stressful times.
But South Staffordshire is leading the

other local councils in Staffordshire in a
new project which means that you only
have to do it once.
In fact, South Staffordshire will be one

of the first areas in the whole country to

introduce the Tell Us Once service.
It means that, for example, when

someone dies, next of kin will have to
notify just one organisation who will
then tell everyone else who needs to
know. This includes the electoral
register, the benefits agencies - even
the driving licence authorities or bus
pass issuers.
The service is being organised

nationally by the Department for Work
and Pensions (DWP). The system will
make it easy for customer service
advisors and registrars to ask the right
questions and then share the resulting
information - at the flick of a switch -
with everyone else who needs to know.
Leaflets about Tell Us Once will be

available from the Council offices, your
local doctor's surgery, hospitals and
registration offices, later this summer.
The leaflet will also be included in

bereavement packs when you go to
register a death. Your local funeral
directors will be able to advise you
about the new service.
Cllr Roy Wright, Cabinet Member for

Direct Services at South Staffordshire
Council, said: “In the past, residents have
had to tell lots of different people about
their life events, often at stressful times
when they really don't need the hassle.”
“We're leading the way on this new

project and we want to make things
easier for everyone because we know
that people's time matters.”
To find out about Tell Us Once, call

the Council on 01902 696000 or visit
www.sstaffs.gov.uk.

Once is enough
for anybody

Councillor Sonja Oatley MBE has been
elected Chairman of South Staffordshire
Council for the coming year 2011-12.

First elected to the Council in 2007, she represents
the village of Bilbrook.

Supporting her in her year of office as Chairman
will be her friend and fellow district councillor,
Janet Johnson.

Cllr Oatley's chosen charity for the year is Combat
Stress - the UK's leading military charity specialising
in the care of Veterans' mental health.

Following her election, Councillor Oatley said: “It's an
honour to be Chairman. I'm proud to live in South
Staffordshire and I'll be spending the next twelve months
working hard to promote the District and all it has to offer.

“I'll also be working to promote the work of Combat
Stress and the excellent work they're doing to support
our armed forces.”

It's been a double celebration for Cllr Oatley. As well
as being appointed Chairman, she was also awarded
an MBE in the recent Queen's Birthday Honours List for
services to the community of South Staffordshire.

Cllr Oatley takes over from last year's Chairman,
Cllr Bob McCardle. In his twelve months of office,
Cllr McCardle raised £7,408 for his nominated charity,
TroopAid. TroopAid supports wounded service
personnel on their return from active service overseas.

The Council’s New Chairman
for 2011-2012

Councillor Sonja Oatley MBE

Cllr Bob McCardle hands over a cheque for £7,408
to his nominated charity, TroopAid.
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Community Safety
“Your local council and police working together to keep your community safe”

South Staffordshire Community Safety Partnership

Summer 2011

South
Staffordshire
Council

Anyone worried about crime can rest
assured ... South Staffordshire IS a
safer place to live - and that's official.
Latest figures from the Home Office show

crime rates in South Staffordshire are down
ten per cent and our county police force is
one of the most highly rated in the country!
The statistics reflect the hard work put in

by local people and organisations to work
with Staffordshire Police to stop the villains
and reduce the fear of crime itself.
The Home Office report released a few

months ago also shows that local people

think that the police and the Council are
working together to tackle local issues.
In fact, local people's perception of the

police and councils working together puts
Staffordshire Police in the top ten police
forces in the country.
Crime has fallen significantly in recent

years - there were 33,500 fewer victims in the
county last year, compared to five years ago.
Last year in Staffordshire:

• Violent crime was down 6%
• Violence with injury down 12%

• Robbery down nearly a third (30%)

• Domestic burglary down 17%
• Vehicle crime down nearly a quarter (23%)

• Criminal damage down 19%
The message from Staffordshire's

crimefighters is: We're working together to
keep you and your family safe.

For more information about your local
police team visit www.staffordshire.police.uk.
In an emergency always call 999 - but in a
non-emergency you can call 0300 123 44 55.

SAFE and SECURE IN
SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE
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Fourteen new affordable homes
for rent and shared ownership, in
the village of Swindon, have been
given the seal of approval by
South Staffordshire's M.P., as
well as a big thumbs-up from
local people.
The development, in Himley Lane,

Swindon, has all been reserved for local
people. It means helping local homehunters,
who might otherwise be priced out of the

housing market, continue to live in the area
where they've lived all their lives.

The official opening saw Gavin Williamson,
MP for the District, joining local councillors
and residents to show their support for South
Staffordshire Housing Association's latest
housing scheme.

Cllr David Billson, Deputy Leader of South
Staffordshire Council, said: “These are some
of the nicest affordable homes I've seen.
We're a rural district and proud of it but we

know that there's a real shortage of homes
for local people. Helping local families to
stay in their local villages is what we need
and this is why projects l ike this are
so important.”

One local family benefiting from the new
homes is the Westons, who are now able to
get on the property ladder for the first time.
Mr and Mrs Weston have two daughters and
were keen to buy a family home in the area
where their children have always lived.

Affordable
homes for
local people

Job hunters in the village of Perton are being
offered a helping hand to get back to work at
a new 'Job Café' which has just opened.
Local people looking to land a job can get advice

and support from employment experts and local
businesses.
The job café is being supported by Job Centre

Plus and South Staffordshire Council and will run
at Perton Library on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of
every month from 2pm-4pm.
Jobseekers can get top tips and advice about

preparing CV's, filling in online job applications,
covering letters, interview techniques and job
searching.
Other support agencies will also be on hand to

offer advice on a range of issues such as
confidence, finance, training and volunteering
opportunities.
Local businesses such as Sainsbury’s have also

pledged their support to the new scheme.
Cllr David Billson, Deputy Leader of South

Staffordshire Council, who represents Perton East,
said: “We want to do everything we can to
help local people back into work. The last few
years have been difficult - especially for the
Midlands - so anything we can do to help people
get back into work is a bonus”.

Residents of South Staffordshire take great
pride in their villages - and Huntington is no
exception.
A new project recently launched in the area is

called just that, Huntington Pride, and its aim is to
pull together the whole community to improve the
village and the services for local people.
To kick off the new venture, the group held

a consultation exercise called 'Huntington have
your say'.
Local people were asked about their views on the

village, about any problems they wanted sorted out
and how the place could be improved generally.

The responses were overwhelmingly upbeat,
showing that there are lots of things that Huntington
folk love about their village.
Asked what they liked, the comments included:

• The open space and surrounding countryside.
• Community spirit along with friends
and family.
• It 's fr iendly, it 's quiet, and the
school.

Among the things they would like to
see improved were:

• Amount of litter and dog mess.

• Lack of play areas and
things to do.
• Traffic and busy
roads.
• Anti-social behaviour.
This was just the first step for Huntington Pride,

whose message is: "We're listening to what local
people say".
If you want to find more about the Huntington

Pride project, or if you're keen to get involved,
then get in touch with Rachel Taylor on
r.taylor@sstaffs.gov.uk or call 01902 696534.

Proud to be a villager
A group of environment-
conscious youngsters from
Great Wyrley rolled up their
sleeves for two days of hard
graft to help clean up a section
of canal near the village.
Members of the Great Wyrley

Youth Forum gave up part of their
half term break to team up with
local youth organisation Gecko and
South Staffordshire Council to clear
a stretch of the Essington-Wyrley
canal.

The job included picking up litter,
cutting back overgrown weeds and

sprucing up the blue bricks
which edge the canalside.

The good work hasn't stopped
there, however, as these
enthusiastic youngsters went on to

assist Staffordshire Wildlife Trust in
doing more environmentally useful
work at Highgate Common.

Youngsters toil like Navvies

© Crown copyright and database rights 2011 Ordnance Survey 100019681.
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Help at hand for
Perton jobseekers

Mr and Mrs Weston

There's no doubt what Wheaton Aston
youngsters think about the village's new
play park - it's the tops.
The £52,000 facility, funded by the Staffordshire

Play Builder project, features 'natural ' play
elements, including a variety of logs and beams
for children to climb on as well as swings and
a zip wire.
Opened in February, these exciting new facilities

on the Marston Road Recreation Ground have
been made possible due to the hard work and
dedication of the Wheaton Aston Play Strategy
Group, a group of local residents young and old,
who have come together to improve facilities for
children and young people in the village.
It comes in addition to the £46,000 investment in

a new skate park in the village last year.
Group Chairman, Kath Doyle said: “This is a

valuable asset to the village. It enhances the skate
park and we're sure the children of Wheaton Aston
will have many hours of fun on it."

Play park is a winner



South Staffordshire has miles
and miles of breathtaking
countryside – and some of
the best walking routes in the
county.
So, why not dust off your boots,

put your best foot forward and walk
yourself to fitness this summer!
There are scores of different

walking routes and trails across the
district - and for the first time you can
download route guides to the very
best of them.
The brand new, easy to follow

walking routes include some of the
most popular walks through the
villages of Brewood, Wombourne,
Codsall and many more.
The routes range in length from

one to four miles and take in some of
the stunning sights in South
Staffordshire.
They can all be downloaded from:

www.sstaffs.gov.uk/walking
Copies of the new walks can also

be obtained by phoning 01902
696410 or simply visit
www.sstaffs.gov.uk/walking.
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THESE ROUTES WERE
MADE FOR WALKING

Health & Wellbeing

A South Staffordshire volunteer, who
has dedicated almost a quarter of a
century to a local charity, has been
honoured with an MBE from the Queen.

Suzanne Edwards, who lives in Perton, has
been Chairman of the South Staffordshire
Local Village Transport for almost 25 years.

The charity was founded to help elderly and
disabled people living in Codsall, Bilbrook,
Perton, Pattingham, Brewood and Coven to get
out and about and access local services.

The organisation is run entirely by volunteers
and now operates 2 specially adapted
12-seater vehicles fitted with a tail lift and
restraints for up to 3 wheelchairs.

Suzanne received her MBE from Prince
Charles for 'Services to the Community in
South Staffordshire' at a ceremony in May at
Buckingham Palace.

To find out more about the transport charity
call 01902 755482.

SUZANNE GETS ROYAL SEAL OF
APPROVAL

Suzanne Edwards MBE outside Buckingham
Palace shortly after receiving her MBE from HRH

Prince Charles on 11th May 2011.



Elections
2011

The votes are in and counted...
Voters in South Staffordshire delivered
their verdict in May's local elections and
the Referendum on a new voting system.
And while the result was pretty much 'as you were' in the

Council elections, residents of South Staffordshire who went
to the polls said a resounding 'No' to the proposed Alternative
Vote scheme.
The last District elections were held in 2007, when the

Conservative Party comfortably retained its position in
control. This time there were 99 candidates standing for
election to South Staffordshire Council, with just 49 places on
the Council up for grabs.
Following the election on 5th May the political landscape in

South Staffordshire remains little changed.
Despite losing three previously held seats, one in

Essington and two in Cheslyn Hay North and Saredon, the
Conservatives returned 42 councillors - the same number as
last time.
The Labour Party now has two councillors following victory

for Mac Harris in the Cheslyn Hay North and Saredon Ward.
He joins Councillor Jeff Ashley on the Labour benches.
There are also 5 Independent representatives on the

Council. Councillors Bob Cope and Frank Beardsmore
retained their seats in Featherstone and Shareshill, as did
Councillor David Clifft in Essington. Mike Boyle topped the
poll in Cheslyn Hay North and Saredon, whilst Wayne
Whitehouse was also elected as an Independent councillor in

Essington. Former councillors Ena Ray and Andy Ball,
however, failed to retain their seats in Kinver and Coven &
Brewood respectively.
The Liberal Democrats failed to field any candidates this

year and as a result their seat in Kinver was gained by the
Conservatives.

Conservative: 42 (+/- 0)
Labour: 2 (+1)
Independent: 5 (+/- 0)
Liberal Democrats: 0 (-1)

New Council
Leader Elected
Councillor Brian Edwards has been formally re-appointed
Leader of South Staffordshire Council and will head-up a
new style administration for the next four years.
First elected to the authority in 1983, Cllr Edwards became Leader

in 2003. He was returned again by voters in Kinver in May - and one
of his first tasks was to appoint his 'cabinet' at the first full Council
meeting following the election.
In a change to the way the Council is organised, these cabinet

councillors will each have responsibility for specific services.
Cllr Edwards said: “It's a privilege to be returned by the people of

Kinver for the eighth time to the District Council and it's an honour to
be Leader again.
“It is a difficult time for the public sector, but years of prudent financial

planning means that, although we're having to really tighten our belt,
we're still in a position to deliver the services on which local people rely.
“I'll be spending the next four years working with a committed team to

take this Council forward and to make sure we get value for your money.”

South
Staffordshire
Council

IT'S NO TO AV
Voters in South Staffordshire delivered a clear verdict
on the Alternative Vote (AV) Referendum at the polls in
May - with nearly 4 out 5 people giving a big thumbs
down to plans to change the voting system.
Whilst thousands flocked to the polling stations to elect their

district and parish councillors - every voter was also given the
chance to have their say on plans to change the voting
system we use to elect MPs.
Over 35,000 people voted in the referendum - with an over-

whelming majority rejecting the plans to replace the 'First Past
the Post' system with the 'Alternative Vote'.

The Alternative Vote Referendum results in full:

Votes against AV: 27,769 (79%)
Votes for AV: 7,349 (21%)
Rejected ballots: 157

MEET THE NEW CABINET...

Cllr Brian Edwards
Leader

Cllr Edwards also has
responsibility for

Partnership Services

Cllr David Billson
Deputy Leader

Cllr Billson also has
responsibility for
Strategic Services

Cllr Roger Lees

Cabinet Member for
Public Health Protection

Services

Cllr Robert Reade

Cabinet Member for
Support Services

Cllr Mrs Joan Williams

Cabinet Member for
Environmental Services

Cllr Roy Wright

Cabinet Member for
Direct Services

Look out
for your
electoral

registration
form ...

... coming through
your letterbox in
August 2011



South Staffordshire Council Members

Cllr Val Chapman
Bilbrook

Tel: (01902) 846413
v.chapman@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Sonja Oatley MBE
Bilbrook

Tel: (01902) 842589
s.oatley@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Ivor Clay
Brewood & Coven
Tel: (01902) 790421
i.clay@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Michael Hampson
Brewood & Coven
Tel: (01902) 850562

m.hampson@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Anne Holmes
Brewood & Coven
Tel: (01902) 850611

d.holmes@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Mike Boyle
Cheslyn Hay North & Saredon

Tel: (01922) 418061
t.boyle@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Mac Harris
Cheslyn Hay North & Saredon

Tel: (01922) 416420
m.harris@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr David Heseltine
Cheslyn Hay South
Tel: (01902) 745654

d.heseltine@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Bernard Williams
Cheslyn Hay South
Tel: (01922) 410259

b.williams@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Pat Campbell
Codsall North

Tel: (01902) 843678
p.campbell@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Matt Ewart
Codsall North

Tel: (01902) 842447
j.ewart@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Robert Marshall
Codsall South

Tel: (01902) 846664
r.marshall@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr John Michell
Codsall South

Tel: (01902) 842080
j.michell@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr David Clifft J.P.
Essington

Tel: (01922) 401105
d.clifft@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Wayne Whitehouse
Essington

Tel: (01922) 477588
w.whitehouse@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Frank Beardsmore
Featherstone & Shareshill

Tel: (01902) 721956
f.beardsmore@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Kath Perry
Great Wyrley Town
Tel: (01922) 412369

k.perry@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Edwards
Kinver

Tel: (01384) 872245
b.edwards@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Bob Cope
Featherstone & Shareshill

Tel: (01922) 414420
r.cope@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Ray Perry
Great Wyrley Landywood

Tel: (01922) 412369
r.perry@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Kath Williams
Great Wyrley Landywood

Tel: (01922) 415732
k.williams@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Bates
Great Wyrley Town
Tel: (01922) 418961

b.bates@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Janet Johnson
Great Wyrley Town
Tel: (01922) 415866

j.johnson@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Roger Lees
Himley & Swindon
Tel: (01384) 279910
r.lees@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Jeff Ashley
Huntington & Hatherton
Tel: (01543) 506427

j.ashley@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr David Williams
Huntington & Hatherton
Tel: (01543) 469221

d.williams@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Lin Hingley
Kinver

Tel: (01384) 872958
l.hingley@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Joan Burton MBE
Pattingham & Patshull
Tel: (01902) 700208

j.burton@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Paul Wooddisse
Kinver

Tel: (01384) 372184
p.wooddisse@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr John Raven
Penkridge South East
Tel: (01785) 715936

j.raven@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Leonard Bates
Penkridge North East & Acton Trussell

Tel: (01785) 714091
l.bates@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Isabel Ford
Penkridge North East & Acton Trussell

Tel: (01785) 712339
i.ford@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Christine Raven
Penkridge South East
Tel: (01785) 715936

c.raven@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Donald Cartwright
Penkridge West

Tel: (01785) 712487
d.cartwright@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr David Billson
Perton East

Tel: 01902 843380
d.billson@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Rita Heseltine
Perton Lakeside

Tel: (01902) 745654
r.heseltine@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr David Fereday
Perton Lakeside

Tel: (01902) 743854
d.fereday@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Roy Moreton
Perton Lakeside

Tel: (01902) 745075
r.moreton@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Robert McCardle
Trysull & Seisdon
Tel: (01902) 324028

r.mccardle@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Cox
Wheaton Aston, Bishopswood & Lapley

Tel: (01785) 840482
b.cox@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Roy Wright
Wheaton Aston, Bishopswood & Lapley

Tel: (01785) 840342
r.wright@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Alan Hinton
Wombourne North & Lower Penn

Tel: (01902) 895145
a.hinton@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Joan Williams
Wombourne North & Lower Penn

Tel: (01902) 893304
j.williams@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Robert Reade
Wombourne North & Lower Penn

Tel: (01902) 762593
r.reade@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Jackie Granger
Wombourne South East
Tel : (01902) 897592

j.granger@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Michael Davies
Wombourne South West

Tel: (01902) 893284
m.davies@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Mary Bond
Wombourne South West

Tel: (01902) 896571
m.bond@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Reginald Williams
Wombourne South East
Tel: (01902) 893304

r.williams@sstaffs.gov.uk

Cllr Keith James
Perton Dippons

Tel: (01902) 845904
k.james@sstaffs.gov.uk

Political Party
Conservative
Labour
Independent
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Ward Boundaries



Bilbrook 43% Turnout

CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Brewood & Coven 44% Turnout

CON HOLD
CON HOLD
CON GAIN
from IND

Cheslyn Hay North & Saredon 37% Turnout

IND GAIN
from CON

LAB GAIN
from CON

Cheslyn Hay South 37% Turnout

CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Codsall North 42% Turnout

CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Codsall South 46% Turnout

CON HOLD
CON HOLD

Essington 41% Turnout

IND HOLD

IND GAIN
from CON

Featherstone & Shareshill 39% Turnout

IND HOLD

IND HOLD

Great Wyrley Landywood 39% Turnout

CON HOLD
CON HOLD

Great Wyrley Town 36% Turnout

CON HOLD
CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Himley & Swindon 48% Turnout

CON HOLD

Huntington & Hatherton 30% Turnout

LAB HOLD

CON HOLD

Kinver 45% Turnout

CON HOLD
CON GAIN
over LIB DEM

CON GAIN
over IND

Pattingham & Patshull 50% Turnout

CON HOLD

Penkridge North East & 48% Turnout
Acton Trussell

CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Penkridge South East 42% Turnout

CON HOLD
CON HOLD

Penkridge West 42% Turnout

CON HOLD

Perton Dippons 41% Turnout

CON HOLD

Perton East 47% Turnout

CON HOLD

Perton Lakeside 36% Turnout

CON HOLD
CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Trysull & Seisdon 45% Turnout

CON HOLD

Wheaton Aston,
Bishopswood & Lapley

CON HOLD
CON HOLD

Wombourne North & 41% Turnout
Lower Penn

CON HOLD

CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Wombourne South East 45% Turnout

CON HOLD

CON HOLD

Wombourne South West

CON HOLD
CON HOLD

Election Results

For the results
of the

Parish Elections
go to

www.sstaffs.gov.uk/elections

MBE

MBE




