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APPENDIX 7 

ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

This section considers the accessibility of open spaces from both within and outside the 
region.  The South Staffordshire Local Plan Review Public Transport Accessibility Profile 
(2002) aimed to identify an accessibility rating for each of the main villages within South 
Staffordshire based on their commuter and daytime public transport services.  This included 
an assessment of bus penetration and the number of train journeys (if applicable) within 
each settlement. 

Key findings from the report included: 

·  Villages served by rail as well as buses achieved a higher accessibility score 

·  Villages adjacent to the conurbation tend to have a high number of journeys but 
fewer destinations 

·  Many of the villages during the daytime have a higher number of destinations but 
these often include limited services, for example on return journey on a Wednesday 

·  Most of the smaller villages have a high penetration percentage score; where as 
most of the larger villages have a lower percentage 

Although the report relates these accessibility scores in terms of access to jobs and 
services, the same scores can also relate to access to open spaces within the settlements of 
South Staffordshire.  As shown on the two maps below (taken from the Public Transport 
Accessibility Profile Report) villages at the north-eastern edge of the District (including 
Bilbrook, Codsall, Cheslyn Hay, Great Wyrley and Penkridge) have the highest accessibility 
scores as they are well-served by public transport services from Wolverhampton and 
Cannock.  Villages in the central northern and southern regions of the District, such as 
Wheaton Aston, Brewood, Coven, Huntington, Hatherton, Perton, Wombourne and Swindon, 
are moderately accessible being slightly further from and less well-served by public transport 
services from the main conurbation to the east.  The least accessible villages in terms of 
public transport are those in the far northern, western and southern parts of the District, 
including Kinver, Bobbington, Pattingham, Patshull, Weston-under-Lizard, Coppenhall and 
Bednall. 

Some of the villages with the lowest scores for public transport are more easily accessible by 
car.  Kinver, Coppenhall and Bednall for example are directly accessible from the A449 and 
Weston-under-Lizard and Blymhill can be accessed from the A5.  Due to the rural nature of 
South Staffordshire, many of the larger publically accessible open spaces surveyed, such as 
Highgate Common, Shoal Hill and Weston Park, are located outside of the main settlements 
and therefore are only likely to be accessible by private transport.   
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The larger open space sites tend to have larger catchment areas and will be more frequently 
visited by people who reside outside the District, particularly those who live within the 
adjacent conurbation.  On the other hand, the smaller open spaces (other than perhaps the 
historic parks, heritage sites and some of the recreation grounds) tend to have smaller 
catchment areas and therefore will probably be used mostly by people who live within the 
District, unless they are directly adjacent to the District boundary.  The smaller the 
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catchment area the more likely the site is to be accessed on foot, particularly if located within 
the settlements themselves. 

South Staffordshire borders several large settlements to the east, including Cannock, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall and Dudley, together with Telford and Bridgnorth to the west, and 
Kidderminster to the south.  The distance people from outside the District are likely to travel 
in order to access open spaces within South Staffordshire will vary depending on access to 
convenient transport routes, as access to motorways and A-roads will allow greater 
distances to be travelled in a shorter period of time.  The distance people from outside the 
District are willing to travel will also vary with the typology and quality of the open space. 

 

 


