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Area Ref BL1

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

BL1

Area Size (ha):

280.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Plateau Farmlands (with a small area to the north west in
LCA Settled Farmlands).
The area is located north of Wolverhampton and east of Bushbury. The M54 marks the northern boundary, the eastern
boundary is cut around the Hilton Cross Business Park and is then marked by the A460 Cannock Road and settlement at
Westcroft. The southern boundary is the settlement edge of the Wolverhampton conurbation and the eastern boundary the
settlement edge of Bushbury and the railway. The Wolverhampton city boundary runs through the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Large scale, mostly arable fields
to the north around Moseley and
along the M54 with field
boundaries often defined by low
hedgerows which adds to the
sense of an open larger scale
landscape.

A mixture of small and medium
scale pastoral fields suporting
dairying in the south around
Bushbury Hill with degraded field
boundaries often reinforced by
post and wire fencing.

Landform

A gently sloping landform, from
120m AOD to 140m in the north
of the area.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

There are simple amalgamated
fields in the north of the area.

'Natural'
character

Built character

A1.4

M54 marks the northern boundary
and the A460 the eastern
boundary. Overhead power lines
cross the north of the area
adjacent to the motorway. A
modern substation is located in
the northwest, and Hilton Close
Business Park borders the area to
the northeast adjacent to the
motorway junction.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Bushbury Hill in the south of the
area has a defined landform
rising to a trig point at 184m
AOD.

Degraded parkland around
Moseley Hall and Moseley Old Hall
(now owned by National Trust).

Much of the area is identified as
Areas of High Historic Landscape
Value, including Northcote Farm
HLV which contains a well
preserved pre-enclosure field
system to the south of the
former Mosely Park. Several
boundary banks are preserved
with the existing hedgerows
(including ancient hedgerows),
Moseley Court Bushbury HLV
contains the parkland associated
with Moseley Court which was
laid out in the early 19th century
(although much of the original
layout has been lost, clumps of
trees, the icehouse and
gatehouse survive), Moseley Mill
and Fishponds HLV contains the
surviving remains of a possible
18th century corn mill and mill
pond. Moseley Historic Rural
Settlement contains listed
buildings associated with Moseley
Hall.

Valued natural features include
belts of mature deciduous trees
and roadside hedgerows.

Extensive areas of valued seminatural habitats, including areas
of priority habitat deciduous
woodland around Moseley Old
Hall, Moseley Hall and Northycote
Farm, much of which is
designated as a SINC, or as a
potential SINC. The area also
includes priority habitat semiimproved grassland and lowland
meadows. Oxden Leadsow Wood
is a small areas of ancient
woodland lying south of the M54.
There is a Local Wildlife Site (Site
of Biodiversity Interest) along the
watercourse at Westcroft Farm.

Clusters of historic Grade II and
II* Listed Buildings around
Moseley Old Hall, Moseley Hall,
Northycote Farm and Bushbury
Hall. A cross in the churchyard of
St Mary's is a scheduled
monument. The Bushbury Hill
Conservation Area includes
Northycote Farm and the area
between Bushbury Lane and
Underhill Lane.
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Recreational
character

There is a recreation ground at
Bushbury Hill. Northycote Farm
and Country Park is well used for
recreation. The Greenfield Golf
Club in the northwest is popular
for recreation with some of the
community.

Perceptual
aspects

There a sense of rural character,
particularly along narrow hedged
lanes. However, tanquility is
reduced with promity to the M54
and the A460 in the north and
east. The surrounding settlement
of 20th century housing estates in
Bushbury and Bushbury Hill are
largely set back from the area
although they introduce an
urbanising element where visible.

Settlement
setting

To the west vegetation along
Northycote Lane, the Bushbury
Cemetery and the recreation
ground, separate the settlement
edge of Bushbury from the wider
countryside. To the west, ribbon
development along the A460
creates a weak settlement edge.

Visual
prominence

Mature roadside vegetation
provides enclosure on the rural
lanes such as Underhill Lane and
Moseley Road.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little inter-visibility with adjacent
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints on the OS 1:25k.

PRoWs run throughout the area,
including the promoted Monarch's
Way. The National Trust promote
a circular walk between Old
Moseley Hall (owned by the
National Trust) and Northycote
Farm and Country Park.

The Bushbury Hill Conservation
Area provides an atractive rural
backdrop to the adjacent
settlement, the distinctive shaped
hill being widely visible from the
surrounding area.

Some views across the area along
Moseley Old Hall Lane. Far
reaching views over the A449 and
M54 including towards the
Shropshire Hills, from the Church
of St Mary and the footpaths
leading north from Sandy Lane.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
BL1s1

Size (ha)

Rating

147

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape to the west and east of the area is considered to have moderate overall sensitivity to residential and employment
development, although sensitivity to employment development would increase further from the M54 and other existing large
scale elements in the landscape.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 197 (Employment and housing); Ref: 204 (Housing); Ref: 205 (Housing); Ref: 206 (Housing); Ref: 282 (Housing); Ref:
392 (Housing); Ref: 537 (Housing); Ref: 537a (Housing-led mixed use)
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Landscape Assessment Area
BL1s2

Size (ha)

Rating

133.74

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area around Bushbury Hill and extending north to Moseley Hall and Moseley Old Hall has a moderate-high sensitivity to
residential and employment development due to its recreational, cultural and natural heritage value.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 197 (Employment and housing); Ref: 284 (Housing); Ref: 537 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

BL3

Area Size (ha):

196.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area is located northwest of Wolverhampton, between Claregate to the west and Oxley to the east. The boundaries largely
follow the settlement edge.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Few land divisions are visible,
only those related to change in
land use.

Landform

The landform is flat across the
majority of the site rising from
105 m to 135 m AOD at the club
house of the Oxley Park Golf
Club.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The historic landscape pattern has
been lost to modern development
including by transport links,
sewage works, schools and
recreational uses at Dunstall Park
and Oxley Park Golf Club.

'Natural'
character

Built character

The area is characterised by
industrial development and
infrastructure including the
Birmingham to Shrewsbury
mainline railway which runs
across centre of the area, a
sewage works at Autherley
Juntion and buildings associated
with the Oxley Sidings. There is a
mobile home/caravan park at
Oxley Moor Bridge, and a hotel
and other infrastructure at the
Dunstall Park racecourse. The
area is surrounded by residential
and industrial development,
including the WV Stadium north
west of Dunstall Park.

Recreational
character

Oxley Park Golf Course and
Dunstall Park racecourse are well
used for recreation but enjoyment
of the wider landscape is not
integral to these activities in this
area.

Perceptual
aspects

The area is located within the
urban conurbation and contains
and is surrounded by
development and infrastructure,
so lacks rural qualities or
tranquility.
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Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Priority habitat includes linear
deciduous woodland, on the
settlement edge and along the
canals and disused railway tracks
at Aldersley Junction. There are
mature trees within the Oxley
Park Golf Club.

The area contains a small section
of the Smestow Valley Local
Nature Reserve at Alderley
Junction which extends along the
northern boundary of the area
along the Staffordshire and
Wocestershire Canal. There are
SINCs south of the railway line
and west of Dunstall Park Race
Course.

There are two Conservation Areas
related to the canal network
within the area Staffordshire/Worcestershire &
Shropshire Union Canal and
Wolverhampton Locks. These
both include listed structures
associated with the canals
including locks, bridges and a toll
office (listed at Grade II).

Shropshire Union, Staffordshire
and Worcestershire and
Birmingham canals and their
towpaths, are important for
recreation, and includes National
Cycle Route 81. There is a linear
public park in the north of the
area.
The wooded corridors along the
canals are more tranquil.
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Settlement
setting

Despite woodland screening
along the settlement and high
levels of existing development
within the area, this open area
plays a role as part of a
perceived gap along the Smestow
Valley between Wolverhampton
and Tettenhall, particularly in
narrow areas along the canal.

Visual
prominence

The flat landscape is visually
enclosed and screened by tree
belts both along the settlement
edge and along linear features
within the landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

No inter-visibility with adjacent
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
BL3s1

Size (ha)

Rating

196.81

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-low overall sensitivity to residential development as the majority of the criteria
score moderate or low and no criteria override that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The canals and immediate surroundings have a moderate sensitivity to residential development, as a result of the high
sensitivity of recreational, built and natural character and the role this narrow areas play in providing a wooded gap between
settlements.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 23 (Wildside activity centre improvement); Ref: 270 (Housing); Ref: 298 (Housing); Ref: 299 (Housing); Ref: 300
(Housing); Ref: 301 (Golf Club House)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

BL47

Area Ref BL47

Area Size (ha):

66.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located directly west of Bloxwich and north east of New Invention (Willenhall). The M6 runs along the western edge
of the landscape area. The north boundary follows field bounaries and then a footpath to join the B4210.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Large scale sports grounds
associated with the two schools
dominate the centre of the area
and the north east corner.

Landform

The area is relatively flat with
elevations ranging from 140m to
155m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Most landscape features within
this area date to the mid-20th
century as the historic field
system was disrupted 19th
century industrial activity
including the Wyrley and
Essington Canal (now disused),
local collieries and associated
mineral railways. The centre of
the area and the north east
corner is dominated by modern
schools and associated playing
fields.

Most landscape features within
this area date to the mid-20th
century as the historic field
system was disrupted by 19th
century industrial activity
including the Wyrley and
Essington Canal (now disused),
local collieries and associated
mineral railways. These are
designated as part of the Rough
Wood Country Park Area of High
Historic Landscape Value.

'Natural'
character

Fields on the urban edge and the
school playing fields, have limited
natural character and value.

Priority habitat deciduous
woodland extends along the route
of the disused canal.

Built character

Built form is restricted to
residential properties along
Lichfield Road (extending for the
settlement edge at Bloxwich) and
large modern school in the centre
of the site and a smaller school to
the north east. These do not
make a significant contribution to
landsape character. A overhead
electricity route with large plyons
cuts north-south across the area
and adds an urbanising element.

The canal and reservoirs are manmade features which contribute to
landscape character.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.14

Medium scale land division around
open access land, enclosed by
thick hedges or woodland belts.

Footpaths connect the reservoir
to Bloxwich, and run along the
northern boundary. The area
between the disused canal and
the B4210 is publicly-accessible
open space.
Signs of human acitvity and
modern development are
frequently present, typically in the
form of views of modern buildings
and from road noise which is
considerable due to the proximity
of the M6.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area around the Sneyd
Reservoir within the Rough Wood
Chase Country Park comprises
areas of valued semi-natural
habitats, predominantly
deciduous woodland and is locally
designated as Rough Chase
Woods Local Nature Reserve and
is also a SINC.

The area around the Sneyd
Reservoir has high recreational
value due to the open access in
the Country Park and circular
walks around it.
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Settlement
setting

The woodland, particularly within
Rough Wood Country Park,
contributes positively to the
setting of the 20th century
housing on the settlement edge of
Bloxwich to the east.

Visual
prominence

The area is visually enclosed.
Given the relatively flat landform,
visual enclosure is defined by
landcover (extensive areas of
scrub and woodland) including
along the settlement edge.
However, the area is visible from
some residential properties in
Bloxwich.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
surrounding designated
landscapes or promoted
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
BL47s1

The area also plays an important
role in providing a perceived gap
between Bloxwich and Willenhall,
although the M6 provide a strong
barrier to further expansion of
Willenhall.

Size (ha)

Rating

66.76

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area has an overall moderate sensitivity to residential development. The flat landform, lack of time depth and visual
enclosure are of low sensitivity but this is counterbalanced by the recreational and natural character around the Sneyd
Reservoir and the role of the area in providing a gap between settlements.
The area is considered to have a moderate sensitivity to employment development, for the reasons stated above. Large scale
development would disrupt the contribution of this wooded area as a backdrop to Bloxwich.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

A1.15

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL1

Area Size (ha):

200.6ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located to the west of Norton (Stourbridge), with the western boundary marked by the woodlands of Iverley Heath
and Bunker's Hill Wood. The eastern border is roughly marked by the route of the historic Roman Road and the settlement
boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Medium to small scale fields, of
either arable use or divided into
horse pastures.

Landform

Landform here is relatively
complex and undulating, with
steeper slopes at Bunker's Hill
and Iverley Heath.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields are mixed in pattern but all
identified as 18th/19th century
origin planned enclosure. Many
fields have been enclosed further
for horse pastures which are
bounded by fencing.

'Natural'
character

The area contains three areas
identified to be priority habitat
deciduous woodland. There is also
an area of conifer woodland.
Hedgerows, where present,
contain frequent mature trees.

Built character

The area is adjacent to the
densely settled suburbs of Norton
(Stourbridge).

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.19

Modern development within the
area is limited to the small
settlement of Iverly in the south
and the tennis and squash club
grounds. There are also scattered
farmsteads, many of which are
grade II listed buildings. The
historic route of the Pedmore
Roman Road is listed as a HER
site and runs along a track west
of the settlement edge.

There are some public rights of
way present within the area
including footpaths.

Despite being largely rural, the
frequent fencing and enclosure for
equine use has an urbanising
effect on the landscape.

The area has a largely
undeveloped rural character,
although rooftops of residential
housing within Norton can be
seen from some more elevated
areas. The area has an
experience of 'dark skies' to the
south and west away from the
settlement edge.
The sloping landform provides a
rural setting to the settlement
edge of Norton and the residential
properties at Iverley.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL1
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Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The wooded ridge to the west
encloses the area from the wider
landscape, except for occassional
long distance views.

The area has little or no intervisibility wth adjacent sensitive
landscapes or marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL1s1

Size (ha)

Rating

200.59

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development, as the majority of the crtieria
score moderate and no crtieria overrides that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 264 (Housing); Ref: 280 (Housing); Ref: 683a (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL2

Area Size (ha):

74.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located on the eastern outskirts of the Dunlsey area of Kinver, which forms the western boundary. The Staffordshire
and Worcestershire canal forms the northern border, while the eastern boundary partly follows Dunsley Road and the field
boundaries and the A449 in the south east. The southern boundary is formed by Windsor Holloway.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The majority of fields are medium
scale, with field boundaries
largely formed by post and rail
and post and wire fencing. There
are smaller scale fields in the
south at Whittington and west of
the river corridor.

Landform

The valley slopes rise
dramatically above the River
Stour, from 50m to 80m AOD.
The elevated landform east of the
river corridor is undulating, rising
to 94m AOD at Dunsley Road.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A predominance of intact field
patterns originating as postmedieval piecemeal enclosure
(strip fields), with a small area of
18th/19th century planned
enclosure in the south at
Whittington.

'Natural'
character

Built character

The River Stour is an important
habitat which provides a seminatural character to much of the
low lying area. Semi-natural
habitats include priority habitat
deciduous woodland and lowland
fens, predominantly along the
river corridor.
There is an electricity substation
in the south west, and overhead
electricity route runs through
much of the west of the area. The
A449 forms part of the south
eastern boundary.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.23

The Kinver Conservation Area
extends into the west of the
area, and encompasses the
timber-framed Dunsley House
(unlisted) and the River Stour
and canal. There are a number of
historic properties along Dunsley
Road and Horse Bridge Lane
including the Grade II listed
Whittington Old House, and
historic farmsteads at Lower
Whittington Farm and Manor
Farm. The 18th century
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal runs through the area.

There is good access by PRoWs
throughout the area. The
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal and River Stour run through
the west of the area and are used
for recreation.
The electricity substation and
assoiated overhead electricity line
is a detracting urban influence
within the area. Tranquility is
disturbed locally by the A449 in
the south east.

The area has rural and tranquil
character, with a good experience
of 'dark skies'.

Area Ref SL2

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Settlement
setting

The modern settlement edge
extends up onto elevated flatter
ground along Dunsley Road and is
only partially screened by tree
belts from the surrounding
landscape.

Due to its elevation above the
village which sits in a 'bowl' along
the river corridor, the landscape
provides an attractive rural
setting for Kinver, and the
sandstone ridge above the river
valley is important to the setting
of the Conservation Area. The
area provides a rural and wooded
approach to Kinver along Dunsley
Road.

Visual
prominence

More gently undulating landform
north and immediately south of
Dunsley Road above the
sandstone ridge is contained by
rising landform to the west and
less visually prominent.

The steep wooded valley slopes
above the River Stour are
visually prominent in the wider
landscape. The elevated
character of the area to the east
of the river corridor means it is
visually prominent in the wider
landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is some inter-visibility with
the marked viewpoint at Kinver
Edge to the west.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL2s1

Size (ha)

Rating

74.77

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate-high sensitivity to residential development due to its time depth and the part it
plays in providing a prominent and rural setting to Kinver, including the Kinver Conservation Area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Gently undulating areas with a good level of containment (due to topography or vegetation) and that relate well to the existing
settlement edge of Dunsley north and south of Dunsley Road, have moderate sensitivity to development.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 272 (Housing); Ref: 549 (Housing)

A1.24

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Area Ref SL3
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Landscape Area Reference

SL3

Area Size (ha):

63.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands
The area is located south of Kinver, which forms the northern boundary. The eastern boundary follows the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire Canal. The southern boundary follows Windsor Holloways, Cookley Lane, field boundaries and Church Lane. The
western boundary is formed by Sandy Lane.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Varied scale with medium arable
fields and smaller more enclosed
fields with some intact
hedgerows. There has been some
division for horse grazing, with
post and wire fencing.
Surrounding woodland reduces
the perceived scale for much of
the area.

Landform

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Landform here is dramatic and
complex with a steep sandstone
escarpment rising from the River
Stour corridor and the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
Canal at 50m AOD to the ridge
along Church Lane, at 127m
AOD.
A predominance of intact field
patterns, mostly 18th/19th
century planned enclosure with
straight boundaries and some
post-medieval small rectilinear
fields in the west of the area.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats include
extensive priority habitat
deciduous woodland throughout
the area, with particular
concentrations in the west,
immediately adjacent to the
Kinver Edge SSSI, and at Penhole
Coppice along the River Stour.
The River Stour is an important
habitat which provides a seminatural character to much of the
low lying area by Whitting Horse
Bridge.

Built character

The Kinver Conservation Area
area extends over the western
half of the area (west of Cookley
Lane) and includes the sandstone
ridge which extends from Kinver
Edge and the Grade I listed
church of St Peter which sits
elevated above the village and
the River Stour valley below.
Other historic built features
important to landscape character
include the Grade II Church Hill
House and coach house and the
historic farmstead at Hill Farm
(unlisted). The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal runs along
the eastern boundary, with its
Georgian lock, bridge and house.
The area is largely rural, with
only a scattering of residential
propoerties along Church Hill.

A1.28
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Recreational
character

There is good access by PRoW,
and links to Kinver Edge. The
Kinver Scout Camp in the north of
the area provides recreational
facilities for some members of the
public.

Perceptual
aspects

This is a tranquil rural landscape,
with some impact from Kinver to
the north. There is a good
experience of 'dark skies' along
the river corridor.

Settlement
setting

The steep sandstone escarpment
overlooks the village which sits in
a bowl along the River Stour
below, providing a unique
wooded setting to the village.

Visual
prominence

The landscape provides a visually
distinctive and prominent skyline,
particularly in the west where it
extends from Kinver Edge. The
church of St Peter is an important
landmark within the wider
landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is some visibility with
Kinver Edge and the marked
viewpoint to the west. Views are
limited by mature vegetation.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL3s1

Size (ha)

Rating

63.67

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have high sensitivity to residential development due to its dramatic escarpment landform,
valued natural character and location within the Conservation Area, and its role in providing a distinctive setting for Kinver.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 409 (Housing); Ref: 546 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL4

Area Size (ha):

118.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located to the north west of Kinver. The settlement edge marks the eastern boundary, and Compton Road/Rocky
Wall/Bath Lane the southern and south western boundary. The remaining boundaries are drawn along field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Medium scale regular-shaped
arable fields separated by mixed
plantation woodlands. Fields are
bound with gappy hedgerows with
heathland influences, and contain
some large mature hedgerow
trees.

Landform

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A rolling landform which rises
from the Mill Brook in the north
east at 55m AOD to 115m AOD
as part of the sandstone ridge at
Kinver Edge.

The plantations are post-war in
origin.

'Natural'
character

Built character

Semi-natural habitats include
priority habitat deciduous
woodland which is concentrated
at Redcliff Covert adjacent to the
Kinver Edge SSSI. There are
small areas of priority habitat
deciduous woodland adjacent to
large mixed or coniferous
plantations (planted on areas of
former heathland). In-field and
hedgerow trees are further valued
semi-natural features.
An overhead electricity route
skirts the north east of the area.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.33

The majority of fields are
18th/19th century planned
enclosure, and there are some
post-war amalgamated fields in
the south. A Historic Landscape
Area relating to the Enville
Registered Park and Garden lies
to the north west of the area.

Built development within the area
is limited to scattered farms
(including unlisted historic
farmsteads at Littlewood's Farm
and White Hill Farm) and isolated
residential properties along the
road network.

There is no public access north of
White Hill.

The pylon route in the north east
is a detracting modern influence.

The promoted long distance route
the Staffordshire Way runs
through the south of the area
and connects to Kinver Edge.

The area is undeveloped and
retains rural qualities. It is a
tranquil area with a very good
experience of 'dark skies'
particularly in the north.

Modern linear residential
development which extends from
the settlement along White Hill
creates a weak settlement edge.

The woodland plantations at
Bridley's Heath and Redcliff
Covert provide a strong rural
setting to Kinver, which closes in
on the settlement to the south at
Kinver Edge. The more open
farmland running alongside the
course of Mill Brook to the east
of the settlement, provides a

Area Ref SL4
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rural approach to the village.
Visual
prominence

Extensive woodland plantations
combined with the undulating
topography enclose much of the
area from the wider countryside
to the north and west.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Rising topography towards Kinver
Edge, makes Redcliff woodland
visually prominent in the local
landscape. To the north east of
Kinver, along the Mill Brook, the
landscape is more open and has
inter-visibility with the wider
farmed landscape.
There is some inter-visibility with
There is inter-visibiility with the
the Grade II* Enville Registered
marked viewpoint at Kinver Edge.
Park and Garden and Historic
Landscape Area to the north west.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL4s1

Size (ha)

Rating

118.06

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development. The topographical variety,
strong landsape pattern and rural perceptual qualities combine to provide a strong setting to the settlement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Areas which relate to the weaker settlement edge along White Hill and are strongly visually enclosed by the surrounding
woodland have moderate sensitivity to residential development.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 271 (Housing); Ref: 273 (Housing); Ref: 576 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.34
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Landscape Area Reference

SL5

Area Size (ha):

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The landscape area is located between Kinver and the Dunsley area of the village. The eastern, southern and western
boundaries are all formed by the settlement edge. The northern boundary follows Hyde Lane and field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.35

65.4ha
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.36
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Small to medium fields, with scale
dictated by the variety of land
uses including arable, pastoral,
sports fields and horse grazing.
Field boundaries have been
replaced by post and rail or horse
tape through much of the area,
increasing the perceived scale.

Landform

A relatively flat landscape steeply
incised by the Mill Brook and the
River Stour valleys, with slopes
rising from 55m to 65m.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A field pattern of 19th century
early re-organised piecemeal
enclosure to the north of the
area.

'Natural'
character

Built character

Settlement
setting

A1.37

The floodplains along the Stour
and the Mill Brook include postmedieval floodplain fields and
earthworks indicating historic
water meadows, indicative of
significant time depth.
Mill Brook and the River Stour
are important semi-natural
features with priority habitat
deciduous woodland and
floodplain grazing marsh
concentrated along the stream
and river valleys.

A overhead electricity route
running through the centre of the
area is a detracting urban feature,
along with built features
extending from the settlement
edge including two schools and
their associated playing fields, a
community centre and miniature
railway.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The Kinver Conservation Area
extends along the River Stour
into the south of the area.
Historic built features important
to landscape character include
the 18th century Staffordshire
and Worcestershire Canal and a
Grade II listed dovecot in the
north of the area. The HER
identifies the earthwork remains
of a medieval mill pond along Mill
Brook as a historic feature.
The area is relatively wellconnected by public footpaths,
along the river and brook valley
floor. There is no public access to
the higher ground around Hyde
Farm.

Pylons are situated on the higher
ground, making them more visible
in the landscape. Sports grounds
on the settlement edge introduce
a surburban influence.

A tranquil rural area with a good
experience of 'dark skies',
particularly along the Mill Brook to
the north.

The open sloping farmland east of
Hyde Lane provides a rural
approach to Kinver.

The natural character of the
watercourse along the Stour and
Mill Brook provide a strong edge
to the adjacent settlement,
providing a rural setting to the
village and particularly to the
Conservation Area in the south of
the area.

Area Ref SL5
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Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The area is visible from the south
west at Kinver Edge, and in views
from the north east, and provides
an open floodplain foreground to
Kinver Edge.

The area is visible from the
marked viewpoint at Kinver Edge
to the south west.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL5s1

Size (ha)

Rating

65.37

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development, due to its time depth, visual
prominence and the natural setting it provides to Kinver, particularly the Conservation Area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 677 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.38
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Landscape Area Reference

SL6

Area Size (ha):

380.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located directly between Wollaston (Stourbridge) in the east and the small village of Stourton in the west. The River
Stour marks the northern edge of the area and the Whittington Hall Lane runs along the southern boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.39
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.40
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area has mostly medium
scale fields, with some areas in
the north east around Stapenhill
Farm with fenced horse paddocks
which have a smaller scale.

Landform

The landform has a slightly
undulating topography with
elevation ranging from 110m to
70m AOD; generally becoming
flatter in the north around the
floodplain of the River Stour and
the adjacent Stourbridge Canal.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields are mostly geometric in
shape and identified as 18th/19th
century origin parliamentary
enclosure.

'Natural'
character

The wooded course of the
Stourbridge Canal is designated
as a Local Wildlife Site (SBI) and
crosses the northern section of
the landscape area. There are
frequent priority habitats, most of
which are deciduous woodland,
particularly located on rising
ground along the settlement
edge, together with a traditional
orchard in the south at Roundhill
Farm.

Built character

There is a large sewage treatment
works in the south west of the
area, although this is well
screened by boundary vegetation
and landform. A prominent
overhead power line runs north to
south through the centre of the
area.

Recreational
character

The southern part of this area
only contains one PRoW and is
comparatively devoid of public
access.

Perceptual
aspects

Features such as the pylon route
running through the centre of this
area detract from its rural
perception.

Settlement
setting

A1.41

The area, whilst contained by
settlement to the east, is
relatively rural. Development is
limited to scattered farms and
residential properties along the
A458 Stourbridge Road. The
historic route of the Pedmore
Roman Road crosses the area and
is listed as an HER site.

The north western corner of this
landscape area is within a locally
designated Historic Landscape
Area of parkland associated with
Prestwood House.

The Stourton locks along the
canal in the west of the area are
Grade II listed.

The north of the proposed area
has a good provision of public
rights of way, with Monarch’s
Way recreational route following
the Stourbridge Canal towpath,
as well as multiple footpaths and
byways converging at Newton
Bridge.
The area has a rural character
and away from the A458
Stourbridge Road retains
relatively tranquil perceptual
qualities and dark skies,
particularly to the north.
The wooded ridgeline running
north-south along the settlement
edge of Wollaston provides a
strong edge, separating the
settlement from the adjacent
rural landscape.

Area Ref SL6
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Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Lower lying areas are visually
enclosed by woodland. The
wooded ridgeline on the
settlement edge is visible from
the wider landscape and there are
wide views across the open
countryside from here.
Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL6s1

Size (ha)

Rating

380.77

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considerate to have moderate-high sensitivity to residential development, particularly due to the strongly
defined settlement edge and the natural and historic qualities of the Stourbridge Canal.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Overhead power lines and the sewage works in the south west have a moderate sensitivity to residential development.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 365 (Housing); Ref: 555 (Housing); Ref: 673 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.42
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Landscape Area Reference

SL7

Area Size (ha):

228.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is enclosed by the A449 to the west, the River Stour to the south and the edge of Kingswinford (Dudley) to the east. A
small area in the far east is within Dudley Metropolitan Borough.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.43
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.44
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields here are generally medium
in scale and are characterised by
a predominance of pasture
around the valley sides, and
arable in the north of the area.
The overall scale of the landscape
is limited by the landform and
frequent woodland and
hedgerows.

Landform

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Landform here is undulating with
wooded ridgelines enclosing the
area from Kingswinford. The area
contains part of the valley of the
River Stour, with fairly steeply
sloping sides.

Field pattern here is
predominantly 18th/19th century
origin planned enclosure, together
with post-medieval floodplain
fields along the river corridor.
There is also post-medieval
broadleaved woodland with
sinuous boundaries at Friar's
Gorse, on the slopes to the north
of the River Stour.

'Natural'
character

Ridgehill Wood and Friar's Gorse
are both identified as Local
Wildlife Sites (SBI). Two small
areas of ancient semi-natural
woodland are also located at
Lawnswood. A large percentage
of the landcover within this area
is identified as a priority habitat
for the deciduous woodlands and
good quality semi-improved
grassland present, plus a small
area of floodplain grazing marsh
in the east.

Built character

Built character within the
landscape area includes the small
settlement of Lawnswood,
enclosed by the landform and its
well-wooded character. There are
also scattered farms and
residential properties throughout
the area.

Recreational
character

There a several public rights of
way in the southern part of the
area, which includes a small
section of the Monarch’s Way
recreational route following the
Stourbridge Canal towpath.

A1.45

Built features of historic
significance include Holland
House (listed Grade II) adjacent
to the A449 and a section of the
Stourbridge Sixteen Locks
Conservation Area along the
Stourbridge Canal, Settlement
Cropmarks at Lawnswood, the
Greensforge to Droitwich Roman
Road and The Gardens and
grounds associated with
Lawnswood House are identified
as (non-designated) historic
monuments.

Area Ref SL7
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Perceptual
aspects

The busy A449 running along the
western boundary of the area
introduces a degree of noise
disturbance and modern
infrastructure into this landscape.
The south western part of the
area is also crossed by a pylon
route.

The area has a rural and remote
feel, with a sense of enclosure
and tranquillity and an
experience of dark skies due to
its highly wooded character
isolating it from nearby built up
areas. Far reaching views over
the Staffordshire countryside
further west beyond the A449
also contribute positively to the
rural character of the area.

Settlement
setting

The distinctive wooded ridgeline
running north-south along most
of the settlement edge of
Kingswinford provides a strong
edge, separating the settlement
from the adjacent rural landscape
and providing a rural setting to
the small settlement of
Lawnswood.

Visual
prominence

The prominant wooded ridgeline
in the east is visually prominent.
The landscape within this area
has a sloping landform and
development would be visually
prominent and incongruous
within the wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL7s1

Size (ha)

Rating

228.41

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have high sensitivity to residential development, based on the combination of prominent and
varied landform, strong settlement edge, sense of scenic rural character and valued natural features.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 245 (Housing); Ref: 343 (Housing); Ref: 364 (Housing); Ref: 493 (Housing); Ref: 654 (Housing); Ref: 655 (Housing)

A1.46
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.47

Area Ref SL7

Area Ref SL8
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Landscape Area Reference

SL8

Area Size (ha):

161.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located between Kingswinford (Dudley) and Hinksford, with the Smestow Brook marking the western boundary of
the landscape area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.48
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.49
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The landscape is characterised by
medium to large scale arable
fields, although many areas have
been divided into pony pastures
or sports field and golf courses.
Other large scale features include
overhead power lines. Low cut
and gappy hedges also give the
perception of a larger scale area.

Landform

The west of the landscape area is
relatively flat at an elevation of
around 65m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The field pattern here is irregular
but largely geometric in shape.
Staffordshire HER identifies the
field pattern as large irregular
fields in the east of the area and
very large post-war fields in the
west.

'Natural'
character

There are no designated areas for
natural heritage within the
landscape area. There are
however, some small areas of
priority habitat deciduous
woodland and floodplain grazing
marsh.

Built character

Modern settlement in the area is
limited to properties along Mile
Flat Road. The electricity substation, sports fields, pony
paddocks and a golf course have
an urbanising effect on landscape
character.

Recreational
character

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

To the east of the area, land
slopes upward to Kingswinford
with the highest elevation being
90m AOD to the south east.

Historic built features
predominantly located in the
south west include the Scheduled
Monument Roman camps at
Greensforge and associated
archeological remains, and the
route of a Roman Road
(Greensforge Part).
Parts of the Monarch’s Way
recreational route following the
Smestow Brook run along the
western boundary of the area.
There are also some local
footpaths between Hinksford and
Wall Heath.

Perceptual
aspects

Built features such as overhead
power lines and sports grounds
have an urbansing effect and
defract from the perceptual rural
qualities of the area. Traffic noise
from Mile Flat Road disturbs
tranquility.

Areas along the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire Canal are more
tranquil and offer an experience
of 'dark skies'.

Settlement
setting

The flatter topography north west
of Dawley Brook, which is crossed
by overhead power lines, plays a
less significant role in providing a
backdrop for the surrounding
settlement.

The elevated sloping topography
of the eastern part of the area
between Kingswinford and Dawley
Brook, provides a rural backdrop
to parts of Kingswinford.

A1.50

Higher Sensitivity to
Development
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Visual
prominence

The landscape is characterised by
low lying flat open fields and
sports pitches to the north of
Dawley Brook with some areas
more enclosed by mature
hedgerows and other vegetation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

The elevated topography between
Kingswinford and Dawley Brook
are visually prominent.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL8s1

Size (ha)

Rating

108.06

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a low-moderate sensitivity to residential because of the lesser sensitivities of the landscape
attributes in this area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 369 (Housing); Ref: 370 (Housing); Ref: 577 (Housing); Ref: 684 (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL8s2

Size (ha)

Rating

53.19

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The elevated landform south east of Dawley Brook is visually prominent and as such provides a rural setting to parts of
Kingswinford resulting in moderate sensitivity to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 171 (Housing)

A1.51
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.52

Area Ref SL8

Area Ref SL9
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Landscape Area Reference

SL9

Area Size (ha):

75.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located south of Bobbington. The northern boundary follows Six Ashes Road and the settlement edge of Bobbington,
Crab Lane and Leaton Lane marks the south eastern boundary. The southern and eastern boundaries follows field boundaries
until reaching Six Ashes Road in the north west.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.53

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.54
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Area Ref SL9
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Predominantly small scale fields
adjacent to Bobbington, with
intact hedgerows and medium to
large scale arable fields further
south of the area, with replanted
hedgerows along Leaton Lane.

Landform

A flat landform, between 80m and
90m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A mixture of field patterns, with
post-medieval small irregular
enclosures west of Church Lane
(although these seem to have
suffered from field boundary loss
since the 1st edition OS) and
post-war amalgamated fields east
of Church Lane. There is a small
area of 18th/19th century
planned enclosure south of Six
Ashes Road

'Natural'
character

No priority habitats are recorded
within the largely open arable
farmland. Valued natural features
include mature tree lines around
field boundaries and intact
hedgerows.

Built character

Buildings are largely absent from
the area, except for a Grade II
listed 17th century red brick
farmstead at Bobbington House
along Six Ashes Road, the
unlisted historic farmstead at
Saltershall Farm in the north and
a couple of residential properties.

Recreational
character

Three PRoWs connect Bobbington
with the wider countryside, east
and west of Church Lane.

Perceptual
aspects

A rural and tranquil agricultural
landscape, with limited impact
from modern development. The
area has a good experience of
'dark skies', particularly in the
west.

Settlement
setting

The area provides a rural
backdrop to the small hamlet of
Bobbington, and a rural approach
to the village from Six Ashes
Lane, Church Lane and Leaton
Lane. The tower of the Grade II*
listed Church of the Holy Cross is
a local landmark which is visible
above the treed hedgerows on
the settlement edge.

A1.55
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Visual
prominence

A non-prominent landscape which
does not form a distinctive
skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
marked viewpoints on OS 1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL9s1

Size (ha)

Rating

75.41

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This farmed landscape is considered to have moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development. Although the flat
landscape is not visually prominent, the intact field pattern bound by hedgerows and trees has a strong sense of rural character
which provides a tranquil setting to the hamlet of Bobbington.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 320 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.56
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Landscape Area Reference

SL10

Area Ref SL10

Area Size (ha):

15.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located north and north east of Bobbington. The northern boundary is defined by the District boundary, the eastern
boundary by Crab Lane, the southern boundary by Six Ashes Road and the western boundary by the Bobbington settlement
boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.58

Area Ref SL10

Area Ref SL10
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Small to medium field size fields,
with a few intact hedgerow
boundaries. The boundaries are
often reinforced with post and
wire or post and rail fencing.

Landform

A generally flat landform,
between 80 and 85 m AOD, with
some local undulations along the
Brantley Brook.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The landscape pattern is
predominantly planned 18th/19th
century enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats include a
small strip of priority habitat
deciduous woodland and a small
traditional orchard. Drained
wetlands north of the village at
Spreads Ford are designated as a
LWS (Site of Biological Interest).
Valued natural features include
mature trees along field
boundaries.

Built character

Linear roadside development
extends from Bobbington along
Six Ashes Road, including Corbett
Primary school, Bobbington
Village Hall and a residential
dwelling east of Bobbington. A
water works is located north of
the village.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.59

Two PRoWs connect Bobbington
to the wider countryside.

The agricultural landscape is
impacted by modern development
and has a neglected character
due to abandoned greenhouses
along Crab Lane/Six Ashes Road
and the unmanaged open land
north of the Red Lion pub.

The area is often enclosed by
mature vegetation. However,
open fields provide a rural
approach to Bobbington, including
to the Grade II* listed Church of
the Holy Cross which is a local
landmark.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL10
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Visual
prominence

A non-prominent landscape which
does not form a distinctive
skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints on OS 1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL10s1

Size (ha)

Rating

15.16

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate sensitivity to residential development. Much of this flat landscape is visually
enclosed by woodland and roadside development and unmanaged open land detract from the rural qualities of the area.
However, the landscape with its wetland areas, woodland and mature field boundary trees provides a rural approach to
Bobbington.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 319 (Housing); Ref: 321 (Housing); Ref: 410 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.60
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Landscape Area Reference

SL11

Area Ref SL11

Area Size (ha):

92ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located southwest of Halfpenny Green and east of the village of Bobbington. The eastern boundary is Gospel Ash
Road, the southern boundary Water Lane and the western boundary Crab Lane. The northern boundary marks the extent of
Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green Airport, which occupies this whole area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The use of the area as
Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green
Airport has eroded previous field
boundaries.

Landform

A very flat landscape between
80m and 85 m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

An RAF training station was laid
out on this site in 1941, and this
has removed any previous time
depth.

'Natural'
character

There are no priority habitats
within the area which is largley
made up of amenity grass
between the runways. Valued
nature features include the
mature trees around the airport
buildings and along Water Lane
and Gospel Ash Road.

Built character

Recreational
character

An RAF training station was
opened on this site in 1941, and
three Second Wold War pillboxes
are located within the airport and
some of its associated building
are still in use. There are
detatched properties along Gospel
Ash Road including the historic
farmstead Yew Tree Farm and a
Methodist Chapel (unlisted).

There is no public access to this
site, although the airport is used
for recreational flights.

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.63

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

An open tranquil area, which is
slightly impacted by the noise
from flight and lights for
occasional night-time flying.

The area has no visual
relationship with Bobbington due
to intervening vegetation along
the perimetre of this flat site.

The area provides an open
backdrop to the hamlets at
Halfpenny Green and Gospel Ash.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL11
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Visual
prominence

A flat landscape which is visually
enclosed except from roads
immediately to the west and
some inter-visibility with wooded
hills at Highgate Common and
Blackhill Plantation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints on the OS
1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL11s1

Size (ha)

Rating

92.03

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have low-moderate overall sensitivity to residential development as all the criteria score low or
moderate.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 672 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.64
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Landscape Area Reference

SL12

Area Size (ha):

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The proposed area is situated to the south and west of Wombourne and includes the settlement of Swindon.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.65

299ha
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.66

Area Ref SL12

Area Ref SL12
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

The landscape is characterised by
pastoral and arable fields which
are varied in scale, with limited
enclosure provided by occassional
gappy hedgerows and fencing.
Some localised areas sectioned
off as horse paddocks.

Landform

The gently incised valley of the
Smestow Brook/River Stour, has
undulating valley sides which rise
east and west of the watercourse
and flatten out along the southern
edge of Wombourne, with the
highest elevation at 95m AOD
near Himley Plantation. The
wooded valley slope south west of
Swindon is particularly distinctive.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Field pattern here is eroded with
mixed origins, including very
large post-war amalgamated
fields, planned enclosure, other
small rectilinear fields and
paddocks.

'Natural'
character

The landscape west of the
Smestow Brook contains high
levels of development and
brownfield sites which are
considered to have low
sensitivity.

Areas of semi-natural habitats
including priority habitat
deciduous woodland, good quality
semi-improved grassland and
floodplain grazing marsh along
the Smestow Brook and also
extend along the course of the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
Canal (River Stour). These
interconnecting habitats form part
of the Heath Mill and Smestow
Mill Local Wildlife Sites (SBIs).
Deciduous woodland extends up
the steep slopes to the west of
Swindon. Himley Plantation to the
east of the area is an deciduous
woodland. Natural features of
value include the mature
hedgerow and hedgerow trees.

Built character

The presence of modern
residential development at
Swestow and Swindon infuences
landscape character. Large scale
built features include multiple
overhead power lines running
through the centre of the area,
the Smestow Bridge Industrial
Estate and the large warehouses
to the south of Wombourne,
which are prominent built features
despite being located just outside
this landscape area.

Historic features important to
landscape character include the
Scheduled Monument Roman
Camp, Swindon on the western
boundary and the Staffordshire
and Worcestershire Canal (HER
site).

Recreational
character

A1.67

Much of the landscape area is
inaccessible, although the long
distance recreational route
Monarch’s Way runs north to
south following the Smestow
Brook and provides green

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL12
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corridors extending from the
village of Swindon. There are also
some footpaths, mostly within the
northern part of the area.

Perceptual
aspects

The area's rural perceptual
qualities are adversely affected by
the visual impact of the overhead
electricity route running through
the area and the negative
perceptual impact of large scale
commercial developments both
within and on the edge of the
area.

Settlement
setting

The area provides a part of the
rural gap between Wombourne
and Swindon and has some
influence in the setting of the
settlements within and
surrounding it. However large
scale built features within and
adjacent to the area significantly
detract from its contribution as a
scenic rural setting.

Visual
prominence

The open and elevated landscape
is visible from the wider
landscape and there are long
distance views to the south and
south west. Other areas offer
some enclosure, particularly along
the wooded course of the
Smestow Brook and at Himley
Plantation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL12s1

Size (ha)

Rating

298.96

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have an low-moderate overall sensitivity to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The large brownfield site at Copart and Smestow Bridge Industrial Estate is considered to have low sensitivity.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 283 (Housing); Ref: 286 (Housing); Ref: 290 (Housing); Ref: 309 (Housing); Ref: 310 (Housing); Ref: 312a (Housing);
Ref: 313 (Housing); Ref: 314 (Housing); Ref: 315 (Housing); Ref: 412 (Housing); Ref: 437 (Housing); Ref: 626 (Housing);
Ref: 627 (Housing); Ref: 628 (Housing); Ref: 629 (Housing); Ref: 682 (Housing)

A1.68
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.69
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Landscape Area Reference

SL13

Area Ref SL13

Area Size (ha):

201.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Sandstone Hills and Heaths, with a small section in the north
east within Sandstone Estatelands.
The landscape area is located to the north of Wall Heath and the south of Himley, with the B4176 Dudley Road marking the
north eastern boundary of the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.70

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.71
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

A mixture of pastoral and arable
of small to medium scale (with
the smaller fields located east of
the A449), with low and gappy
managed hedgerows giving the
area an open character,
increasing the apparent scale of
the landscape (particularly in the
west).

Landform

Gently sloping landform from
c.105m AOD in the east to c.65m
in the west.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields in the west of the area
have been enlarged post-war.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats are largely
absent, apart from linear
deciduous woodland along the
disused railway line which is
designated as a Local Nature
Reserve (South Staffordshire
Railway Walk), and Himley Fields
(land at), Hinksford Farm Local
Wildlife Site (SBI) along the
stream corridor. The partially
intact hedgerow network
represents a valued natural
feature.

Built character

The A449 runs through the centre
of the area and an overhead
power line runs along the
southern boundary which
introduces an urbanising element
into the landscape.

The field pattern is predominantly
regular, corresponding to
parliamentary enclosures.

Buildings are largely absent from
this area, and the
rural landscape to the south of
Himley Hall forms part of the
wider rural setting to the
Registered Park and Garden
(locally designated Historic
Landscape Area) and the Himley
Conservation Area which extends
across the parkland. Other
cultural heritage features
important to landscape character
include the disused
Wolverhampton to Kingswinford
railway.

Recreational
character

Public access is relatively wellprovisioned with a cycle path
running along the disused railway
line and a picnic site and public
trail route near Himley, as well as
several local footpaths.

Perceptual
aspects

Despite its location north of the
urban conurbation, the area has a
sense of rurality. The presence of
the A449 and the overhead power
line limits the sense of tranquillity
and remoteness.

A1.72

Post-medieval floodplain fields
line the course of the Holbeche
Brook which runs along the
existing settlement edge of Wall
Heath.

Area Ref SL13
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Settlement
setting

The landcape provides a strong
wooded backdrop to the
surrounding settlement.

Visual
prominence

The gently sloping landform is not
visually prominent and has a
degree of screening by linear
vegetation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

No inter-visibility with adjacent
designated landscapes or marked
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL13s1

The wooded belt in the stream
valley north of Wall Heath
provides an important boundary
feature along the settlement
edge.

Size (ha)

Rating

139.8

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have low-moderate sensitivity to residential development due to large open fields, gently sloping
landform, and limited natural character.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The wooded river valley corridor along the Holbeche Brook provides a strong boundary feature along the settlement edge and
development in this area would have a poor relationship with the existing settlement to the south.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 335a (Housing); Ref: 335b (Housing); Ref: 338 (Housing); Ref: 368 (Housing); Ref: 479a (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL13s2

Size (ha)

Rating

61.42

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area south of the Himley Park Registered Park and Garden and Conservation Area has a smaller scale, more scenic
character, and prevalence of valued natural features not found in the rest of the area and is considered to have moderate
sensitivity to residential development, and moderate-high sensitivity to employment development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

A1.73
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.74
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Landscape Area Reference

SL14

Area Ref SL14

Area Size (ha):

60.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Sandstone Hills and Heaths and a small part of Sandstone
Estatelands in the west.
The area is located between Himley and Blakeley (Wombourne), with the A449 marking the eastern boundary of the landscape
area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are relatively small scale,
with most divided into stripshaped horse paddocks by fences.
This gives the area a
predominantly open character and
increase its apparent scale due to
the lack of enclosing hedgerows.

Landform

Broadly flat landform around
Himley in the south, which slopes
gently from c.80m to an elevation
of c.100m AOD near Greenhill
Plantation on the edge of
Wombourne.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A remnant pattern of strip fields,
now in use as horse paddocks.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats are largely
absent except for limited areas of
priority habitat deciduous
woodland in the north and around
Himley cricket ground. Natural
features are limited to mature
hedgerow trees, particularly on
roadsides, where hedgerows have
been retained.

Built character

Built features include parts of
Himley in the south, a small
number of cottages and farms, a
cricket ground and a considerable
amount of equine infrastructure
which imparts an urbanising
feature into the landscape.

Recreational
character

There are no identified public
rights of way or access routes
within this landscape area.

Perceptual
aspects

The frequent occurrence of horse
paddocks has a slight negative
impact on the rural character on
this area. The open nature of the
landscape means that adjacent
settlement is visible from most
points within the area.

Settlement
setting

A1.77

Heritage features important to
landscape character include a
Grade II listed icehouse and the
remains of ridge and furrow
earthworks at Swindon. A very
small part of the Himley
Conservation Area also extends
into this area north of School
Road.

The area plays some part in the
wider rural backdrop for
surrounding settlements and the
Grade II listed Himley Hall
Registered Park and Garden and
Conservation Area.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL14

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Visual
prominence

The gently sloping and open
character of the landscape area
means that it is locally prominent.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Overlooked by parts of Grade II
listed Himley Hall Registered Park
and Gardens.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL14s1

Size (ha)

Rating

60.42

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area is considered to be of moderate sensitivity to residential development as although it has some attributes of lower
sensitivity, the small scale character and its role as a rural setting Himley village and the adjacent Registered Park and Garden
at Himley Hall, which overlooks this area from higher ground to the east beyond the A449, increase the sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 283 (Housing); Ref: 286 (Housing); Ref: 335b (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.78
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Landscape Area Reference

SL15

Area Ref SL15

Area Size (ha):

82.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located to the south of The Straits (Dudley) and west of Lower Gornal (Dudley), with the western edge of the area
following the outer edge of Himley and Higharcal Woods. The majority of the area is within South Staffordshire; however, a
small area to the east is within Dudley Metropolitan Borough.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

The former mineral working site
south of the B4176 Himley Road
is of a larger scale.

Landform

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The landscape is characterised by
predominantly small scale
pastoral fields. Hedgerows and
woodland contribute to the
human scale of the landscape.

Gently sloping landform north of
B4176 Dudley Road, ranging from
140m to 95m AOD along a
stream corridor, where it flows
south west beneath Askew
Bridge. The man-made landform
on the former clay pit workings is
artificially elevated above the
surrounding landscape.
The area of former extractive
works south of the B4176 is of
modern origin.

'Natural'
character

Land use pattern in the north of
the landscape area is small scale
and complex post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure. There are
fields north east of Askew Bridge
classified as containing medieval
and post-medieval ridge and
furrow earthworks. The extensive
areas of broadleaved woodland
are identified to be of early, postmedieval origin. Higharcal Wood
is part of the locally designated
Historic Landscape Area covering
the mid-18th century parkland
around Himley Hall.

The area of former extractive
works south of the B4176 has
been partially restored with
grassland and tree planting,
although it has a predominantly
open character and adjoins large
scale active clay workings further
south (outside the landscape
area).

Built character

Few heritage assets or historic
features important to landscape
character. The presence of
modern residential development
on the northern and eastern
boundaries and the former clay
pit workings infuences landscape
character. The B4176 also runs
through this area.

Recreational
character

The area is publicly inaccessible
except for one PRoW running
from the B4176 to the former
clay pit.

A1.81

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Frequent occurance of valued
semi-natural habitats including
priority habitat lowland meadows
which are designated as part of
the Wallowswood Pastures Local
Wildlife Site (SBI) as well as
extensive priority habitat
deciduous woodlands, and
floodplain grazing marsh and the
presence of springs and streams.
The landscape has a well-wooded
character due to the prominent
blocks of woodland as well as
some mature hedgerows and
hedgerow trees.

Area Ref SL15
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Perceptual
aspects

The overhead power lines in the
north of the area, which has a
more open character, are visually
intrusive and diminish the sense
of rural character around High
Arcal Road. The urban fringe of
Dudley, including prominent
warehouses further south at
Pensnett Trading Estate, is visible
in longer range views from High
Arcal Road.

Settlement
setting

The north and east of the area
has some sense of rural character
due to the historic field patterns
bounded by some mature
hedgerows and the enclosing
mature woodland. The sense of
remoteness is limited due to the
proximity to the settlement fringe
of Dudley and traffic along the
B4176 Dudley Road.

The area provides a rural setting
to the settlement surrounding it,
albeit with a prominent pylon
route running through it. There
are some scenic elements
including limited views of
parkland trees on the edge of
Himley Hall Registered Park and
Garden, from High Arcal Road.
However, modern housing on the
edge of Dudley is open and forms
a harsh edge to the settlement.

Visual
prominence

The pylon route is a prominent
feature in views from the north of
the area around High Arcal Road.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent designated landscapes
or marked viewpoints

The artificial hill of the former clay
workings in the south is visually
prominent in some views, but well
screened by woodland in others.
The higher ground in the north
west is also more visually
prominent, with less screening
vegetation. The north east of the
area around the stream corridor
is lower and more enclosed
visually by woodland and
hedgerows.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL15s1

Size (ha)

Rating

82.18

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area has varied sensitivities relating to visual prominence and valued natural features and landscape pattern/time depth.
Overall the area is considered to have moderate-high sensitivity to residential development as the majority of the criteria are
moderate or high.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Despite its slightly greater visual prominence than other areas and the deciduous woodland that surrounds it, the former clay
working site has a moderate overall sensitivity.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 26 (Housing); Ref: 566 (Housing)

A1.82
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.83
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Landscape Area Reference

SL16

Area Ref SL16

Area Size (ha):

145.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Plateau Farmlands and Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The area falls between the settlement edges of Sedgley in the east, The Straits (Dudley) in the south-east and the village of
Gospel End and Baggeridge Country Park in the west. The northern boundary of this landscape area follows the course of the
Penn Brook, whilst the south eastern boundary follows Sandyfields Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.85
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area is characterised by a
predominance of small scale
fields, a few of which have been
amalgamated into larger fields.
The strong hedgerow network
and undulating landform
reinforce this small scale
character.

Landform

Landform here is undulating, with
frequent minor slopes and
elevation ranging from 135m in
the north along the shallow valley
of the Penn Brook, up to 185m
AOD along the adjacent
settlement edges in the east and
south.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Landscape pattern comprises
irregular historic fields of postmedieval piecemeal enclosure
origin. There is a strong
continuity of field boundaries
(characterised by thick mature
hedgerows) with the late 19th
century OS map, indicating a
strong time depth and few
modern field enlargements. A
Historic Landscape Area relating
to Himley Hall is adjacent to the
area.

'Natural'
character

The area supports priority habitat
traditional orchard and deciduous
woodland as well as other
woodland areas. There is a strong
network of mature hedgerows
which provide good habitat
connectivity with adjacent
woodland around Baggeridge
Country Park.

Built character

There are no designated heritage
assets within this landscape area.
Built features in the area include
the newly developed Brick Kiln
Way housing estate and several
scattered farms. A sewage
treatment works is present in the
north of the area.

Recreational
character

There are very few public rights
of way to the south of Gospel End
Road.

Perceptual
aspects

A1.86

North of Gospel End Road there is
a relatively good provision of
public access routes.

Most areas within the landscape
area have a relatively rural,
remote and tranquil character,
however there are localised
reminders of industrial activity in
the area such as the Brick Kiln
chimney, which forms a local
landmark on the skyline. There is
also a pylon route running
through the north of the area.

The geological SSSI Gospel End
Road Cutting is within the area.

Area Ref SL16
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Other detracting features such as
the sewage treatment works are
well screened. The recent mixed
use development within the
former Baggeridge Brickworks
industrial site south of Gospel End
has introduced modern built form
and roads within the area,
although this is relatively well
screened by woodland.

Settlement
setting

The area provides a generally
scenic rural backdrop for the
neighbouring settlements of
Sedgley and Gospel End and
plays an important role in the
perception of a gap between the
urban conurbation and the village
of Gospel End.

Visual
prominence

Isolated lower and flatter parts of
the landscape are not visually
prominent because of the
undulating landform and thick
enclosing hedgerows.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Despite the woodland and
hedgerows, the area is relatively
prominent in views from parts of
the surrounding settlement
edges, which occupy high ground.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL16s1

Size (ha)

Rating

145.35

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Despite the presence of some modern development and human influences, the landscape area is considered to have moderatehigh overall sensitivity to residential development as it retains a small scale, scenic and historic rural character, including an
intact mature hedgerow network, which all contribute positively as a backdrop to adjacent settlements.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The development of the former industrial site south of Gospel End with estate-type housing is is somewhat of an anomaly within
this landscape area. It is a discrete and largely well-screened site of a markedly different character to the remainder of this
landscape area.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 339 (Housing); Ref: 340 (Housing); Ref: 557 (Housing); Ref: 560 (Housing); Ref: 567 (Housing); Ref: 571 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.88
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Landscape Area Reference

SL17

Area Ref SL17

Area Size (ha):

138.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The area is located south of the settlement edge of Penn and west of Ettingshall Park (Sedgley), and includes Penn Common
and golf course in its south western extent.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The south west of the landscape
area is relatively open common
land and a golf course, however
the scale is contained by frequent
clumps of trees across the area.
Fields in the east are small to
medium scale.

Landform

A gently sloping landform with its
highest point near Colton Hills
(Penn) at 170m AOD to 115m
AOD in the south west along the
Penn Brook.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

There has been recent conversion
of arable to equine paddocks in
the east.

'Natural'
character

Built character

A1.91

.

The landscape pattern is varied,
with a strong continuity of 19th
century planned enclosure,
although hedgerow removal has
created some enlarged fields.
The northern most part of the
common remains as unenclosed
heathland of medieval origin,
while the golf course on Penn
Common has 19th century
origins.
Penn Common and Colton Hills
are designated as Local Wildlife
Sites (SBI) and contain extensive
areas of priority habitat good
quality semi-improved grassland,
and small blocks of priority
habitat deciduous woodland.

The majority of the area is
undeveloped with scattered
residential properties in the south
of the area along Penn Brook as
well as some properties on the
outskirts of Penn and occasional
farms. Penn Common is listed on
the Staffordshire HER as historic.
The edge of Penn Conservation
Area shares the boundary of this
area at Penwood Lane.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The whole of Penn Common and
Penn golf course is open access
common land; there are also
footpaths in the north east of the
area.

The area provides some sense of
rural character and tranquillity,
particularly in views south and
west which incorporate
surrounding scenic farmland.
However, there are relatively
frequent signs of human activity
and modern development, such
as the extensive golf course, a
pylon route in the east and views
of the adjacent settlement edges.

Area Ref SL17
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Settlement
setting

The area provides some rural
backdrop to many of the
properties within the area and
along the southern settlement
edge of Penn, as well as providing
part of the rural gap between
Sedgley and Penn
(Wolverhampton).

Visual
prominence

The area has varied visual
prominence, depending on the
elevation and enclosure provided
by vegetation. The more open
fields in the east are prominent in
views from parts of Sedgeley and
Penn.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL17s1

Size (ha)

Rating

138.73

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape here is judged to have moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development, due to the combination of
strong time depth and small scale/historic landscape character, high recreational value of Penn Common, visual prominence of
some parts and the extent of valued natural features.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 180 (Housing); Ref: 548 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.93
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Landscape Area Reference

SL18

Area Ref SL18

Area Size (ha):

112.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Plateau Farmlands and Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The landscape area is situated to the south of Spring Hill and directly west of Penn Common and golf course.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.95
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields in this area are
predominantly small in scale and
in use as pasture, although there
are medium scale arable fields in
the south.

Landform

The landform is gently undulating
with a general slope down from
north to south, and elevation
ranging from 170m to 110m AOD,
along the course of the Penn
Brook on the southern boundary.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A predominance of intact field
patterns including post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure and
post-1880s reorganised
piecemeal enclosure. The
southern half of the area is a
locally designated Historic
Landscape Area which extends
from Himley Park, and
incorporates woodland blocks
and an undesignated historic
parkland around Lloyd House.

'Natural'
character

Built character

Natural heritage features include
traditional orchard and blocks of
priority habitat deciduous
woodland including the Penn Hall
School Wood SINC.

An overhead power line runs
through the centre of the area,
which has an urbanising effect on
the landscape. Other built
features here include the
cemetery in the north. There is a
substantial modern care home
facility in the west, although this
is low-rise and well screened by
the surrounding landform and
tree belts.

Much of the area is undeveloped
except for scattered houses and
farms, particularly along
Chamberlains Lane.

Recreational
character

There is a strong network of
interconnected public rights of
way.

Perceptual
aspects

Despite the presence of the busy
A449 along its western boundary,
an overhead power line and some
modern housing on the edge of
Penn / Spring Hill in the north,
the area has a relatively rural and
tranquil character.

A1.96

The settlement edge of Spring
Hill is designated as part of the
Upper Penn and Vicarage Road
Conservation Areas. Penn Hall
(currently in use as a school) ,
also located along this northern
boundary, and Lloyd House in the
south west, are both Grade II*
listed buildings. St Bartholomew's
church wihtin Penn is also Grade
II* listed and there are a number
of Grade II listed tombs within
the churchyard.
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Settlement
setting

The area provides a scenic rural
backdrop to the southern
residential parts of Penn, which
include the aforementioned
Conservation Areas.
Development here would
adversely affect this historic
settlement edge.

Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Some parts are visually enclosed
by thick hedgerows and
woodlands. More elevated areas
where hedgerows have been
replaced by fences are more
visually prominent.
No inter-visibility with adjacent
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL18s1

Size (ha)

Rating

112.91

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The majority of landscape attributes were judged to be of moderate or high sensitivity. Overall, despite the intrusion of
overhead power lines and housing on the edge of Penn / Spring Hill, the area's small scale, largely historic landscape character,
including designated heritage assets, and relatively strong sense of rurality and tranquillity result in a moderate-high sensitivity
to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 354 (Housing); Ref: 559 (Housing); Ref: 561 (Housing); Ref: 74 (Housing); Ref: C14 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.98

Area Ref SL18
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Landscape Area Reference

SL19

Area Ref SL19

Area Size (ha):

278.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The landscape area is situated to the immediate east of the Wombourne settlement edge and to the west of Gospel End village.
The southern boundary follows the extent of Himley Hall Registered Park and Garden, and the northern boundary the extent of
the Landscape Character Type.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are predominantly medium
in scale, bound by hedgerows and
hedgerow trees, which increase
the sense of intimacy.

Landform

An undulating landform with a
steep drop in elevation from
180m AOD in the east near
Gospel End to 95m AOD in the
south. The valley of the Wom
Brook is a prominent landform
feature.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A varied field pattern comprising:
recent woodland clearance,
18th/19th century planned
enclosure, post-war amalgamated
fields, post-1880s reorganised
piecemeal enclosure. Nondesignated historic gardens are
present around Wodehouse Farm,
the Foxhills and Lloyd Home
Farm.

'Natural'
character

A small strip of ancient woodland,
Baggeridge Wood, runs into the
south of the area. Priority habitat
deciduous woodland is present
along the Wom Brook and west of
the Foxhills. There are other
areas of woodland present.

Built character

The presence of modern
residential development along the
settlement edge of Wombourne
on the western boundary and the
A463 and A449 influences
landscape character locally.

Recreational
character

The majority of the area is
undeveloped except for farms at
Nash's Coppice and Baggeridge
Wood.

There is some access by PRoW
through the area.

Perceptual
aspects

The A449 and A463 are busy
trunk roads and disturb the rural
character of the area. There are
two prominent pylon routes
running through the area.

The area is open and with a
relatively strong sense of rurality
and tranquillity away from the
main roads, and few urbanising
influences from the surrounding
settlements.

Settlement
setting

The wooded ridge at Orton Hill
and the A449 Stourbridge Road
form strong boundaries to the
eastern settlement edge of
Wombourne. There are localised
areas of lower sensitivity to the
west of the A449.

The area makes a positive
contribution as a backdrop to the
neighbouring settlements of
Gospel End, Wombourne, and
houses on the southern edge of
Spring Hill (Wolverhampton) and
as part of the rural gap between
the urban conurbation and the
South Staffordshire villages.

A1.101

The landscape to the east of the
A449 and north of Himley Park is
within a locally designated
Historic Landscape Area which
extends from the Himley Hall
Registered Park and Garden.
Wom Brook has a number of
historic fishponds.

Historic built features important
to landscape character include
The Wodehouse and Wodehouse
Farm complex include a number
of Grade II* and II listed
buildings, some of which have
medieval origins and their
associated designed landscapes.

Area Ref SL19
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Visual
prominence

Parts of the undulating landform
are visually prominent, notably
the northern and eastern areas
which form a scenic rural
backdrop to Penn Common, which
occupies high ground to the
north. Other areas, notably the
valley of the Wom Brook, are
enclosed and heavily wooded.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is some inter-visibility with
Himley Hall Registered Park and
Garden to the south.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL19s1

Size (ha)

Rating

278.43

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Overall this landscape area is considered to have a moderate-high sensitivity to change from residential development, due to
the combination of its visual prominence, pronounced landform and sense of rural and historic landscape character.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Areas where there is a high concentration of designated heritage assets and historic landscapes have a high sensitivity to
change from residential development.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 284 (Housing); Ref: 306 (Housing); Ref: 463b (Housing); Ref: 463c (Housing); Ref: 463d (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL20

Area Ref SL20

Area Size (ha):

131.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands and Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The landscape is located south of Spring Hill and north of Wombourne, with the A449 running just outside its eastern boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The scale of the landscape is
varied, with a mixture of small
and medium fields on the lower
slopes and medium to large
arable fields on the high ground.
The general openness of the
landscape contributes to the
sense of this being a large scale
landscape.

Landform

A distinctive elevated landform
which is prominent within the
wider landscape. It is
characterised by a gentle dip
slope in the east, rising to a
gently undulating shoulder of the
sandstone ridge at 163m AOD at
Orton Hill, and a steep scarp
slope dropping dramatically to
c.100m AOD adjacent to Orton
Lane.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Most of the fields are irregularly
shaped, post-war amalgamated
field with a small area of
18th/19th century planned
enclosure in the south east.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitats and ecological
designations are absent from the
majority of the area. Natural
features of value are restricted to
remnant gappy hedgerows,
hedgerow trees and occasional
mature in-field trees on the
eastern slopes.

Built character

Few heritage features important
to landscape character. Parallel
overhead power lines and two
telecomms masts are dominant
large scale features within the
landscape, otherwise
development is limited to
individual farms and residential
properties near Fox Covert.

Recreational
character

There are public rights of way
crossing this area north to south
to the trig point on Orton Hill and
east to west along Bearnett Lane.

Perceptual
aspects

Despite its proximity to
Wombourne and Spring Hill, this
is a relatively isolated, elevated
area crossed only by minor rural
lanes. Consequently, it has some
sense of rural character,
tranquillity and remoteness,
although surrounding settlements,
masts and pylons are visible from
most of the area.

A1.105

The scarp slope in the west is
clothed in dense priority habitat
deciduous woodland, the majority
of which is designated ancient
woodland.
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Settlement
setting

The area plays an important role
in providing an rural backdrop
and gap between the urban
conurbation at Penn
(Wolverhampton) and the village
of Wombourne.

Visual
prominence

The majority of the area is
visually prominent because of its
elevated position and general
openness. The distinctive wooded
scarp slope is prominent in
views from the landscape to the
west (SL6).

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL20s1

Size (ha)

Rating

131.76

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development, primarily due to its high
visual prominence which overrides other criteria.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The wooded scarp slope in the west has a high sensitivity due to the combination of visual prominence and the value of the
priority habitat and ancient woodland.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 463a (Housing); Ref: 573 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.107
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Landscape Area Reference

SL21

Area Ref SL21

Area Size (ha):

191.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area is situated north and west of Wombourne, which forms the eastern and southern boundaries. The western
boundary follows the Smestow Brook, and the north eastern boundary is Orton Lane.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.109
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Generally medium pastoral fields,
becoming smaller south east of
Trysull Road. Field boundaries are
marked by a mixture of
hedgerows and post and rail
fencing, with some subdivision for
paddocks along Bratch Common
Road. There are no land divisions
between the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal and disused
railway line.

Landform

The area is gently undulating,
between 70m and 95m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The landscape pattern is varied
with many fields having an
irregular form; these include
fields from piecemeal enclosure,
planned enclosure, amalgamated
post-war fields and paddocks.

'Natural'
character

Areas to the west of the
settlement have limited natural
character.

Areas of semi-natural habitats
follow linear features which cross
through the area. These generally
concentrated to the north of the
settlement except for priority
habitat deciduous woodland and
floodplain grazing marsh along
the course of the Smestow Brook
on the western boundary. Priority
habitat deciduous woodland is
found along the disused railway
line which is designated as a Local
Nature Reserve (South
Staffordshire Railway Walk) and
woodland along the Staffordshire
and Worcestershire canal (River
Stour) and the sinuous brook
which crosses the area to the
north of the settlement. There are
occasional intact hedgerows and
hedgerow trees.

Built character

There are few heritage assets or
historic features important to
landscape character and
settlement is limited except for
modern residential properties on
the outskirts of Wombourne and
scattered farms. The presence of
modern residential development
on the western and southern
boundaries influence landscape
character.

The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal and
associated grade II listed
buildings and structures are
historic features important to
landscape character.

Recreational
character

A1.110

East of the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal, the land
becomes more undulting, rising
steeply toward the prominent
sandstone ridge at Orton Hill.

There is a good provision of
public access within this area,
concentrated to the north of the
settlement edge, including
Monarch's Way recreational route
along the old railway line (South
Staffordshire Railway Walk), the
towing path along the
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Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal, several other footpaths
and a recreation ground.

Perceptual
aspects

Three prominent overhead power
lines which run through the
western and southern parts of the
area, the quarry south of
Woodford Grange, the Smestow
Bridge Industrial Estate and
housing on the surrounding
settlement edge detract from the
rural character.

Settlement
setting

The area has a localised strong
rural and tranquil character
around the Monarch's Way and
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal.

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
to the adjacent settlement which
has a hard edge.

Visual
prominence

The area is relatively low lying,
and is contained by a strong
woodland belt on the western
boundary and along the
Monarch's Way.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with adjacent sensitive landscapes
or marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL21s1

Size (ha)

Rating

115.88

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Overall, the landscape area is considered to have a low-moderate sensitivity to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 298 (Housing); Ref: 413 (Housing); Ref: 417 (Housing); Ref: 458 (Housing); Ref: 477 (Housing); Ref: 554 (Housing);
Ref: 563 (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL21s2

Size (ha)

Rating

75.92

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area along and between Monarch's Way recreational route and the Staffordshire and Wocestershire Canal have a moderate
sensitivity to residential development due to the higher recreational, historical and natural value of this area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 438 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.112
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Landscape Area Reference

SL22

Area Ref SL22

Area Size (ha):

49.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area extends south east of the rural village of Trysull, which is located south west of Wolverhampton. The small northern
boundary is formed by Bell Road and the western boundary is formed by the settlement edge of Trysull and ribbon development
along School Road/Feiashill Road. The eastern boundary follows field boundaries and the edge of a woodland along the
Smestow Brook. The southern boundary takes in a small section of an industrial estate and follows field boundaries to join
Feiashill Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Medium to small scale fields in
pastoral and arable use.
Hedgerows are often low or have
been reinforced or replaced by
post and rail fencing, giving the
area a more open character.

Landform

The landform is gently undulating,
ranging in elevation from 90m in
the north west at Hungers Green
down to 75m AOD in the east
along the shallow valley of the
Smestow Brook, which is a locally
distinctive feature

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields are regular and 19th
century in origin, from
reorganised piecemeal enclosure
which has largely been retained
since the 1st edition OS map.
There is a small area of 18th/19th
century planned enclosure along
the settlement edge.

'Natural'
character

Valued natural features include
roadside hedgerows and tree
lined field divisions and occasional
in-field trees.

The Smestow Brook in the east is
an important open water habitat,
and has priority habitat deciduous
woodland along its banks. A
former quarry in the south is
designated as a LWS (SBI) for
orchids, however this is now part
of the industrial estate.

Built character

The Smestow Bridge Industrial
estate lies to the south of the
area, and large warehouses
detract from the landscape
character.

20th century residential ribbon
development follows Feiashill
Road. There are some isolated
properties and farms within the
area

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.115

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Trysull and Seisdon Conservation
Area extends into this area, to
include the village recreation
ground.

Two PRoWs run through the area.
The recreation ground/playground
east of Feiashill Road is popular
with the local community.

An overhead electricity route with
large pylons west of the area,
clutter associated with the horse
grazing and buildings associated
with the industrial estate in the
south detract from landscape
character.

The area has a relatively strong
rural character and tranquility
with no main roads.

The modern ribbon development
along Feishill Road in the south of
the area have a weaker
settlement form that the historic
core of the village..

The majority of the landscaope
area which is within or adjacent
to the Conservation Area
provides an immediate rural
backdrop to the village of Trysull
with its many listed buildings
within the historic core. The
wooded stream valley along
Smestow Brook provides a strong
boundary feature, separating
Trysull from Wombourne.
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Visual
prominence

A low-lying landscape which is
enclosed by mature hedgerows
along lanes. Woodland along the
Smestow Brook provides visual
containment from the wider
landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints on the OS 1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL22s1

Size (ha)

Rating

49.74

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The majority of the landscape area is considered to have moderate-high sensitivity to residential development, paritcularly due
to its role as a rural backdrop to the Conservation Area and historic village core, even though these areas have limited timedepth, scenic and/or ecological value (except along the Smestow Brook) and lack of visual prominence.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The landscape along the southern boundary of the area has moderate sensitivity to residential development as although it
retains many rural qualities, this is counter balanced by the weaker settlement edge and detracting influence the industrial
estate which extends into the area.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 310 (Housing); Ref: 325 (Housing); Ref: 327 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.116
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Landscape Area Reference

SL23

Area Ref SL23

Area Size (ha):

24.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area extends south west from the rural village of Trysull, which is located south west of Wolverhampton. School
Road and Feiashill Road form the eastern boundary and the area extends from the ribbon development along these roads with
field boundaries forming its western boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are small to medium scale.
The larger fields have an open
character, with low managed
hedgerow boundaries.

Landform

The landform is vey gently
undulating, with elevation ranging
from c.75m in the north up to
c.90m AOD in the south.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

'Natural'
character

The majority of fields are of
post-1880s origin, from
reorganised piecemeal enclosure.
One field south of Fiershill Farm is
identified as 18th/19th century
planned enclosure. The landscape
pattern is characterised by
relatively simple arable fields, and
is broadly consistent with that
shown on the 1888 OS map, with
a few subsequent hedgerow
removals.

There are no identified priority
habitats or natural heritage
designations within this landscape
area. There are some field
boundary hedgerows, and ponds
and small woodlands associated
with residential curtilages.

Built character

20th century residential ribbon
development follows the eastern
side of Feiashill Road, within the
area. There are a few properties
on the west of Feiashill Road,
including a farm in the south.
Trysull village lies to the north
east.

Recreational
character

There are PRoWs throughout the
area, particularly along the
western boundary.

Perceptual
aspects

A1.119

There are views at some points
along School Road and Feiashill
Road of overhead electricity
routes with large plylons on
higher ground further to the east,
which slightly detract from the
rural character.

Despite its close proximity to the
settlement edge of Trysull and
housing extending further south,
the area has a relatively strong
sense of rural character and
tranquillity, with no main roads or
larger scale modern development
present within the area.

Parts of the north and north east
are within the Trysull and
Seisdon Conservation Area.
Trysull Manor House in the north
is a Grade II listed building.
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Settlement
setting

The south of the area provides an
open rural setting for ribbon
development along Feiashill Road,
although much of the road is
contained by high hedges.

Visual
prominence

The area is relatively low lying,
with no prominent slopes, and is
therefore not visually prominent
within the wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with sensitive landscapes or
marked view points.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL23s1

The north of the area is within or
adjacent to the Conservation
Area, and therefore has an
important historical and visual
relationship with the village's
historic core, forming part of its
setting and wider rural backdrop.

Size (ha)

Rating

24.23

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The majority of the landscape area is either in or in close proximity to the Conservation Area, and is judged to have an overall
moderate-high sensitivity to residential development. This is due to its important role in the setting and rural backdrop to the
Conservation Area and historic village core, even though these areas have a limited time depth, scenic and/or wildlife value,
and are not visually prominent within the wider landscape.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 328 (Housing); Ref: 329 (Housing); Ref: 544 (Housing); Ref: 558 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.121
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Landscape Area Reference

SL24

Area Ref SL24

Area Size (ha):

16.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located to the north of Trysull. The settlement boundary forms the southern edge, while field boundaries form the
remaining boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.123
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

This is an area of small scale
fields. The intimate scale is
reinforced by the enclosed valley
landform and density of trees
along the valley bottom and
slopes.

Landform

The narrow, undulating valley of
the Smestow Brook is a locally
distinctive landform feature.
Elevation ranges from below 75m
AOD alongside the brook to over
90m AOD on the upper valley
slopes.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields outside the floodplain are of The majority of the area consists
post-1880s origin, reorganised
of post-medieval miscellaneous
from piecemeal enclosure, and
floodplain fields alongside the
post-war amalgamated large
Smestow Brook. This area is
fields in the north.
likely to have a significant time
depth, with little evident change
since the 1888 OS map, with the
exception of the filling in of the
mill pond north of the brook.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitat deciduous
woodland is present south of
Church Lane following the course
of Smestow Brook. Elsewhere,
there is a further block of
woodland along the brook, and
trees and hedgerows alongside
the lanes and fields.

Built character

There is considerable historic
built character within the
landscape area, focussed around
parts of the historic core of
Trysull. The Smestow Brook has
played an important role in the
historical evolution of the village,
with the whole of the floodplain
and slightly beyond within the
Trysull and Seisdon Conservation
Area, and extant buildings such
as the Grade II listed water mill
contributing positively to the
area's landscape character. The
bridge over the brook is also
Grade II listed.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.124

Part of The Grotto Local Wildlife
Site (SBI) lies in the north east of
the area, and contains mature
trees and grassland.

There is a bridleway along Church
Lane which becomes a footpath
further east, following the
watercourse.

A large, visually intrusive pylon
route runs north to south across
the valley, further to the east
outside the landscape area. This
has a slight urbanising effect on
the otherwise scenic rural views
eastwards along the valley.
There is also a working sand
quarry to the immediate north

Despite its close proximity to the
settlement edge of Trysull, the
area has a relatively strong sense
of rural character and tranquillity,
with no main roads or larger scale
modern development present
within the area (although the
nearby pylon route intrudes into
the east of the area).
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west of the area, although this is
well screened by vegetation and
landform.
Settlement
setting

The Trysull and Seisdon
Conservation Area occupies the
majority of the landscape area,
and areas beyond this are within
its immediate backdrop and
setting. The landscape area
contributes positively as a scenic
rural approach to the village from
the north, east and west, and as
a setting for many listed
buildings within the historic core
and Conservation Area, including
the Grade II* Church of All
Saints.

Visual
prominence

The valley landform is generally
enclosed and non-prominent
within the wider landscape. This is
reinforced by the woodland and
other vegetation within the area.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
between the landscape area and
any designated landscapes or
promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL24s1

Size (ha)

Rating

16.94

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This is a locally distinctive, cohesive and scenic small scale valley landscape, which plays a key role as a rural backdrop to the
village and as the setting of its Conservation Area and a number of listed buildings. Apart from the pylon route which influences
the far east of the area, the landscape is largely unspoilt and exhibits a strong time depth, with some valuable wildlife habitats.
This combination of attributes indicates a high overall sensitivity to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 330 (Housing); Ref: 547 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Area Ref SL24

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL25

Area Ref SL25

Area Size (ha):

49.5ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area surrounds the western settlement edge of Seisdon, a rural village situated to the south west of
Wolverhampton. The northern boundary of the area is formed by Post Office Road and field boundaries, and the western and
southern boundaries by field boundaries. The eastern boundary follows a local footpath to the north of the village and
Crockington Lane to the south.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.128

Area Ref SL25

Area Ref SL25
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Small to medium scale fields, with
the larger fields displaying a
relatively open character. Field
boundaries are largely formed by
hedgerows with mature hedgerow
trees, containing the scale of the
landscape. Elsewhere hedgerows
have been replaced by post and
rail fencing, and there has been
subdivision of fields by horse
tape.

Landform

The landform is gently undulating,
ranging in elevation from 100m in
the south west down to 80m AOD
in the east along the shallow
valley of the Smestow Brook,
which is a locally distinctive
feature. The steepest slope is in
the east, rising from Post Office
Road to the settlement edge of
Seisdon.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The fields east of Fox Road are
18th/19th century planned
enclosure. West of Fox Road in
the north fields are post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure, and south of
Tinker's Castle Road fields are
19th century reorganisation of
piecemeal enclosure. The majority
of hedgerow field boundaries
have been retained since the
1888 OS map, except in the far
south west.

'Natural'
character

There is a small strip of woodland
in the south along Crockington
Lane which is identified as priority
habitat deciduous woodland.
Other valued natural features
include the remnant hedgerow
network, containing frequent
mature trees, and the corridor of
the Smestow Brook.

Built character

Built form within the landscape
area includes a small new housing
development along Fox Road, and
scattered farm buildings and
residential properties throughout
the area.

Recreational
character

A1.129

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The long distance recreational
route the Staffordshire Way runs
along the northern boundary of
the area, and there is one PRoW
leading from Post Office Road
south to Seisdon. There is a
recreation ground west of Fox
Road, which is well used by the
local community.

Area Ref SL25
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Perceptual
aspects

Despite its close proximity to the
settlement edge of Seisdon, the
area has a relatively strong sense
of rural character and tranquillity,
with no main roads or larger scale
modern development present.

Settlement
setting

The north and west of the
landscape area provides some
contribution as a rural
backdrop/setting to more modern
housing on the edge of Seisdon. a
rural setting for, and approach to,
Seisdon. Views from Seisdon into
the south of the area are limited
by mature vegeation along roads.

Visual
prominence

The landscape area is relatively
enclosed by rising landform to the
west and east of the village,
beyond the valley of the Smestow
Brook, meaning it is not
prominent within the wider
landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with adjacent sensitive landscapes
or marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL25s1

The east of the area has a
historical and visual relationship
with the historic core of Seisdon,
including the Smestow Brook,
and provides a scenic backdrop
to its Conservation Area and
several listed buildings.

Size (ha)

Rating

49.46

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Despite its relative lack of visual prominence, the landscape area is judged to have an overall moderate-high sensitivity to
residential development, due to its areas of small scale character, rural and scenic perceptual qualities, and its role as a rural
backdrop to the Conservation Area and listed buildings.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 358 (Housing); Ref: 359 (Housing); Ref: 671 (Housing)
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A1.131

Area Ref SL25
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Landscape Area Reference

SL26

Area Ref SL26

Area Size (ha):

37.5ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area surrounds the eastern settlement edge of Seisdon, a rural village situated to the south west of
Wolverhampton. The western boundary of the area to the north of the village is formed by a local footpath, and to the south by
Crockington Lane, with the remaining boundaries formed by field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.133

Area Ref SL26
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Fields have been subdivided by
post and rail fencing, often for
horse grazing.

Landform

The landscape area slopes gently
upwards away from Seisdon and
the Smestow Brook, from c.80m
to c.100m AOD in the east. Land
outside of the landscape area to
the east is a steeper continuation
of the same slope.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The field pattern is predominantly
regular, except along the
Smestow Brook, which is
characterised by post-medieval
irregular floodplain fields.
Elsewhere, there is post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure north of
Ebstreet Road and post-1880s
reorganised piecemeal enclosure
south of Ebstree Road.

'Natural'
character

There are two small areas of
Priority Habitat traditional orchard
south of Ebstree Road, and an
area of priority habitat deciduous
woodland surrounding the
housing along Ebstree Road in the
far north east. Other valued
natural features are the remnant
hedgerow network, including
frequent mature trees, and the
corridor of the Smestow Brook.

Built character

There are a number of scattered
farms and residential properties
thoughout the area, with a
concentration along Post Office
Road and Ebstree Road, which
corresponds with the historic core
of the village.

Recreational
character

A1.134

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields within the area are small in
scale, with frequent human scale
features including trees,
hedgerows and residential
properties.

The Trysull and Seisdon
Conservation Area extends into
the landscape area around the
historic core of the village and
along the Smestow Brook. There
are a number of Grade II listed
buildings at Lanes Farm along
Ebstree Road and east of Seisdon
Road, and also two Grade II
timber framed cottages south of
Ebstree Road. A Grade II listed
bridge crosses the Smestow
Bridge and south of brook are
the Grade II listed 17th century
Old Manor House and 19th
century country house at Seisdon
Hall.
The promoted route the
Staffordshire Way is in the north
of the area, and Church Lane
PRoW runs south of Ebstree
Road, connecting Seisdon and
Trysull.

Area Ref SL26
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Perceptual
aspects

There is a large scale working
sand quarry immediately to the
east of the landscape area.
Although this is well screened by
vegetation, the quarry is likely to
have some adverse impact on the
rural perceptual qualities of it
surroundings, in terms of
potential noise disturbance and
HGV movements.

The area has a relatively strong
sense of rural character and
tranquillity, with no main roads
present.

Settlement
setting

The majority of the area has an
intimate historical and visual
relationship with the historic core
of Seisdon, including the
Smestow Brook, and provides a
scenic backdrop to its
Conservation Area and listed
buildings.

Visual
prominence

Mature vegation along lanes and
the relatively low topography
result in this area not being
visually prominent within the
wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with adjacent sensitive landscapes
or marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL26s1

Size (ha)

Rating

37.48

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Despite its relative lack of visual prominence, the landscape area is judged to have an overall high sensitivity to residential and
employment development, due to its areas of small scale character, rural and scenic perceptual qualities, and its role as a
backdrop to the Conservation Area and numerous listed buildings.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL27

Area Ref SL27

Area Size (ha):

65.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmland.
The area is situated directly west of Spring Hill (Wolverhampton) and to the east of Lower Penn, containing part of Springhill
Lane.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.138
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

A mix of arable and pastoral fields
of medium scale to the north of
Springhill Lane and smaller scale
to the south.

Landform

The landform slopes down to the
north and south from a ridgeline
at around 165m AOD along
Springhill Lane. The south west
corner of the slope is particularly
steep reaching 100m AOD at its
lowest point.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The landscape has a strong time
depth with irregular fields
originating from post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure in the north
and post-medieval small irregular
fields in the south. There has
been comparatively little change
in the landscape pattern postwar.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitats limited to a
traditional orchard (which no
longer appears to be present on
recent satellite imagery) and a
small area of deciduous woodland
on Orchard Hill.

Built character

There are no designated heritage
assets within this area. Built
features include linear settlement
following Springhill Lane as well
as properties in Orchard Hill in the
south and Robins Nest Farm in
the north.

Recreational
character

There are no formal public rights
of way or open space areas within
the area.

Perceptual
aspects

An overhead power line runs
through the north of the area.

The area has some rural
perceptual qualities and is
relatively tranquil. However, this
sense of rural character is
reduced due to the wide visibility
of surrounding settlement
including long distance views of
the tower blocks within
Wolverhampton.

Settlement
setting

The settlement within Spring Hill
(Wolverhampton) is largely
inward looking and presents a
harsh edge to the settlement.

Higher slopes elevated above the
surrounding settlements provides
a rural backdrop for Spring Hill
(Wolverhampton).

A1.139

Higher Sensitivity to
Development
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Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The sloping nature of the
landform makes the higher
slopes visually prominent within
the wider landscape.

There are long distance views to
Sedgley Beacon to the south east.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL27s1

Size (ha)

Rating

25.8

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Despite considerable time depth, the lower slopes of the landscape area are considered to have low-moderate overall landscape
sensitivity to residential development due to the lack of natural and cultural heritage designations, lack of public access and
harsh settlement edge.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 494 (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL27s2

Size (ha)

Rating

40.14

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The more elvated ridge slopes up to Sprinhill Lane are considered to have a moderate sensitivity due to their visual

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 494 (Housing); Ref: 495 (Housing)
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Landscape Area Reference

SL28

Area Ref SL28

Area Size (ha):

171.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands
The landscape area follows the western settlement edge of the outskirts of Wolverhampton from near Penn Fields School to the
A454. The area includes parts of the River Stour, the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and the disused railway line which
is now a recreational route.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.143
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are a mixture of small and
medium scale, many with intact
hedgerows and hedgerow trees
which contribute to the human
scale. Some fields have been
subdivided by post and wire and
tape for horse paddocks. There
are also a number of sports
pitches.

Landform

There is little topographical
variety in the proposed area with
elevation ranging from 90m near
the River Stour to a high point of
125m AOD in the east.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

There has been relatively little
change in field pattern since the
late 19th century and fields are
likely to be of post-medieval
origin (piecemeal enclosure)
except for areas in the north near
A454 where fields enclosed in the
18th/19th centuries are smaller
and irregular.

'Natural'
character

Limited areas of semi-natural
habitat include priority habitat
deciduous woodland along the
disused railway line which is
designated as a local nature
reserve (LNR) South Staffordshire
Railway Walk and woodland
around Castlecroft House. Valued
natural features include mature
hedgerow trees, including oaks.

Built character

Few heritage assets or historic
features important ot landscape
character. Built character is
mostly modern with properties
along Drivefields Road and
Langley Road. The presense of an
electricity sub-station and sports
grounds with associated
infrastructure negatively
influences landscape character.

Local heritage features include
the Wolverhampton to
Kingswinford Railway and the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
Canal.

Recreational
character

Recreational opportunities include
public footpath routes and trafficfree cycle routes along the canal
towpath and the railway walk.

Perceptual
aspects

The area has a sense of rural
character and tranquillity,
although this is impacted by signs
of human activity and modern
development, such as the
overhead power line and larger
scale development (tower blocks
and a school) on the edge of
Wolverhampton.

A1.144

Higher Sensitivity to
Development
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Settlement
setting

The area provides a rural
backdrop to the surrounding
settlements, including the village
of Lower Penn and the extensive
suburban fringe of
Wolverhampton.

Visual
prominence

The area is not visually prominent
within the wider landscape as it
has limited topographical
variation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL28s1

Size (ha)

Rating

171.75

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Based on the combination of landscape attributes outlined above, the area is judged to have an overall moderate sensitivity to
residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 350a (Housing); Ref: 350b (Housing); Ref: 351 (Housing); Ref: 582 (Housing); Ref: 657 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL29

Area Ref SL29

Area Size (ha):

268.3ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area is located west of Perton and Wightwick (Wolverhampton), and includes a narrow strip of land which
separates the two settlements. The southern boundary is formed by the A454, the eastern boundary by the settlement edge,
and the south western boundary by Pattingham Road. Nurton Brook forms the western boundary, and the northern boundary is
formed by field boundaries. The area incorporates Perton Park Golf Course.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.147
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Fields separating Perton and
Wightwick are smaller in scale
with outgrown hedges or fenced
boundaries and generally used for
horse grazing. As the gap
between the setltements narrows
to the west, it is characterised by
scrubby woodland.

The area is dominated by regular
medium to large scale arable
fields divided by mature trimmed
hedgerows with occassional
hedgerow and in-field trees.

Landform

The landform is very gently
undulating, with elevations
between 100m and 140m AOD.
To the west of Perton the
landscape rises to the west before
decending to Nurton Brook. To
the south, the landform is a
gentle slope enclosed by a more
pronounced scarp slope south of
Pattingham Road.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Field patterns are mixed in origin
and include 19th century reorganised piecemeal enclosure,
18th/19th century semi-planned
enclosure, as well as post-war
amalgamated fields.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitat deciduous
woodlands near Cranmoor and
tree belts along the Staffordshire
Way are identified as Ancient
Woodland. The remaining
woodland is predominantly
coniferous, including planting
within the Perton Park Golf Club.
Natural features of value include
the mature hedgerow and
occasional in-field trees.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Built character

Built features are limited to a
number of modern farms and
properties along Pattingham Road
and within the golf club.

Recreational
character

A large part of the area is within
Perton Park Golf Club which
provides restricted recreational
opportunities.

The promoted long distance
Monarch’s Way passes through
the west of the area. Two
footpaths cross the narrow strip
of land between Wightwick and
Perton.

Perceptual
aspects

The golf course introduces an
urbanised element to the
landscape.

The north and west of the area
has a strongly rural character
and reads as part of the wider
countryside, becoming
particularly tranquil with an
experience of 'dark skies' away
from the settlement edge.

A1.148

A limited number of historic
features important to landscape
character including Trinity Cottage
and a dovecote associated with
South Perton Farmhouse which
are Grade II Listed.

Area Ref SL29
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Settlement
setting

Coniferous plantation at Perton
Golf Club provides enclosure to
the south west of the settlement
reducing its sensitivity.

The area provides a rural setting
to Perton and ribbon development
along Pattingham Road extending
from Nurton. However, settlement
on the edge of Perton is generally
inward looking and Wrottesley
Park Road provides an abrupt
edge to the settlement.

Visual
prominence

The landscape is not visually
prominent within the wider
landscape due to its gently
undulating topography and large
areas of woodland which provide
enclosure.

The rising topography to the
north west of the area and the
stream valley sides along the
Nurton Brook are visible within
the wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
any designated landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation

The settlement edge of
Wightwick is looser and more
rural in character than the
southern settlement edge of
Perton. The two settlements are
separated by an increasingly
narrow buffer of open green
space which has an important
role in preventing coalescence.

Size (ha)

Rating

187.1

Moderate

SL29s1

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The narrow buffer of open agricultural land between the southern settlement edge of Perton and Wightwick has a particular
sensitivity due to its role in preventing coalescence between the settlements.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 192 (Housing); Ref: 238a (Housing); Ref: 238b (Housing); Ref: 245 (Housing); Ref: 260 (Housing); Ref: 292 (Housing);
Ref: 402 (Housing); Ref: 407 (Housing); Ref: 505 (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL29s2

Size (ha)

Rating

81.19

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The increasingly rural and wooded landscape to the north and west of the area at Cranmoor and along the Nurton Brook, is
more sensitive to residential development due to its stronger natural character and visual prominence.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 246 (Housing); Ref: 407 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.150
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Landscape Area Reference

SL30

Area Ref SL30

Area Size (ha):

74.5ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
It is situated within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area surrounds the southern settlement edge of Pattingham, a large rural village to the west of Wolverhampton.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.152

Area Ref SL30

Area Ref SL30
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are predominantly small in
scale west of Moor Lane, and
medium in scale north of Moor
Lane. The open nature of the
landscape, with a prevalence of
low managed hedgerows and
some post and wire horse
paddocks, together with views of
large scale pylons immediately to
the south, gives the area a larger
scale feel.

Landform

Landform here is mostly flat at
around 110m to 115m AOD,
although there is a slight incline in
the far east of the area, rising
from 115m to 125m AOD. The
area south of Wolverhampton
Road is broadly flat at an
elevation of c.125m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields are geometric in shape,
with a mixture of arable and
pasture use. Fields are mostly
post-1880s reorganised
piecemeal enclosure, with those
to the west of Rudge Road being
post-war amalgamated fields.
Comparison with the 1888 OS
map shows some internal field
boundary losses have occurred,
particularly between
Wolverhampton Road and Moor
Lane, but the general field pattern
remains consistent.

'Natural'
character

East of Rudge Road there is a
relatively large and intact area
identified as priority habitat
traditional orchard. There is also a
network of generally low cut
hedgerows and occasional
hedgerow trees.

Built character

A pylon route crosses into the
southern corners of the landscape
area.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.153

Built form within the landscape
area is limited to scattered
dwellings and farm buildings.

A section of public footpath and
bridleway runs through the north
of the area.

The large pylon route which
crosses the southern corners of
the area is a visually intrusive
feature which has an urbanising
effect on the landscape.

Despite its close proximity to the
settlement edge, the landscape
area has a strong rural character
and tranquillity, with no main
roads present, and views out into
the open countryside to the
south.

There is a Grade II listed timber
framed cottage on Clive Road in
the east of the landscape area.

Area Ref SL30
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Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
to the south of Pattingham,
although the adjacent settlement
edge mainly comprises modern
housing with presents a harsh
settlement edge.

Visual
prominence

Parts of the area are locally
visually prominent, due to its
open character, although the
broadly flat landform limits views
from further afield within the
wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Areas to the south of
Wolverhampton Road, in close
proximity to the Pattingham
Conservation Area, have a
stronger relationship with the
historic core of Pattingham as it
extends along Wolverhampton
Road.

There is little or no inter-visibility
with surrounding designated
landscapes or promoted
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL30s1

Size (ha)

Rating

74.54

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape area is judged to have an overall moderate sensitivity to residential development, as it provides a small to
medium scale rural backdrop to more modern parts of Pattingham, with localised visual prominence and a detracting feature in
the form of the pylon route. The intact traditional orchard is a notable feature which contributes positively to landscape
character and biodiversity within this area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Areas close to Wolverhampton Road have a moderate-high sensitivity due to the stronger relationship with the historic core of
Pattingham within the Pattingham Conservation Area which extends along Wolverhampton Road.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 251 (Housing); Ref: 252 (Housing); Ref: 254 (Housing); Ref: 255 (Housing); Ref: 401 (Housing); Ref: 421 (Housing)

A1.154

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL31

Area Ref SL31

Area Size (ha):

55.6ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
It is situated within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area surrounds the northern settlement edge of Pattingham, a large rural village to the west of Wolverhampton.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.157
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Fields range in size, with large
open arable fields with intact
hedgerows and smaller fields
often strongly enclosed by groups
of trees.

Landform

Landform is gently to strongly
undulating, ranging from c.95m
to 135m AOD in elevation. The
land drops down to a small
stream valley in the far north.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

West of the village (beyond
Westbeech Road) the landscape
pattern consists of post-war
amalgamated fields.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields tend to be geometric in
shape and originate as 18th/19th
century planned enclosure (north
of Wolverhampton Road).

'Natural'
character

Natural heritage features include
two areas identified as priority
habitat traditional orchard located
to the north of Wolverhampton
Road and east of West Beech
Road, although their current
extent and condition is unclear. In
addition, there is a network of
hedgerows with occasional trees,
and a more wooded area north of
Wolverhampton Road.

Built character

Built form within the area includes
a modern sewage treatment
works in the far south west, which
is heavily screened by vegetation,
and isolated unlisted houses and
farmhouses.

Pattingham Conservation Area
extends into the landscape area;
notably a central area of open
space between Pattshull Road
and Westbeech Road, which
forms the immediate backdrop to
the village and a number of listed
buildings including the Grade II*
listed Church of St Chad which
provides a strong landmark in
views to the settlement from the
wider landscape.

Recreational
character

There are two public rights of way
crossing the north of the
landscape area.

The area of central open space
contains sports pitches, courts
and play equipment, and is well
used for public recreation.

Perceptual
aspects

A1.158

The landscape area displays a
strong sense of rural character
and tranquillity, with no larger
scale modern buildings or main
roads present. These perceptual
qualities are enhanced by the
long views out over open
countryside from the northern
edge of Pattingham.

Area Ref SL31
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Settlement
setting

The landscape area has an
intimate historical and visual
relationship with parts of the
historic core of Pattingham,
including the Conservation Area
and several listed buildings.
Development in this area would
be likely to adversely affect this
historic and distinctive settlement
edge.

Visual
prominence

The undulating nature of the
landform to the north of
Wolverhampton Road and the
High Street means that there are
several visually prominent slopes,
which allow long views out over
the scenic open countryside to
the north.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is some inter-visibility
between the northern parts of the
landscape area and the nearby
Patshull Hall Grade II Registered
Park & Garden and locally
designated Historic Landscape
Area, located further to the north
west, although its boundaries are
heavily wooded.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL31s1

Size (ha)

Rating

55.65

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The majority of the landscape area is judged to have a high overall sensitivity to residential development, due to the
combination of its intimate historical and visual relationship with the historic core of Pattingham, its scenic undulating landform
with visually prominent slopes allowing long views, and the degree of inter-visibility with Patshull Hall Registered Park and
Garden.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 249 (Housing); Ref: 250 (Housing); Ref: 253 (Housing); Ref: 257 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.160

Area Ref SL31
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Landscape Area Reference

SL32

Area Ref SL32

Area Size (ha):

374.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located northwest of Perton and south of Oaken. It is bound to the north by the A41 Holyhead Road and to the east
by the Wrottesley Park LWS. The southern and western boundaries follow field boundaries and the extent of the landscape
character area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.162
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

There majority of the fields are
large scale, however hedgerows,
in-field trees and undulating
topography decreases the
perceived scale. Smaller scale
fields around Cranmoor Lodge
Farm in the south are associated
with change in land use.

Landform

Gently undulating landscape,
rising from the River Penk at
120m AOD in the east to a small
plateau at Wrottesley Hall 155m
AOD, before gently falling north
west to 130m AOD on the edge of
Oaken.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The majority of the area consists
of large post-war amalgamated
fields.

The south of the area consists of
planned 18th/19th century
enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Built character

A1.163

Designed parkland Wrottesley
Hall Park adds a sense of time
depth.

There are areas of priority
habitat deciduous woodland
around Wrottesley Hall and in the
southeast near Cranmoor Lodge
Farm. Simmond's Wood in the
west also contains ancient
woodland. The area appears well
wooded with mature copses and
in-field trees. Strong intact
hedgerows with hedgerow trees
are also present, with mature
vegetation found along Holyhead
Road and Wrottesley Park Road.

The A41 Holyhead Road forms the
northern boundary.

There are several listed buildings
at Wrottesley Hall which are
located within a designed
landscape setting. The
Bradshaws to the southwest of
Wrottesley Hall and Cranmoor
Farm are historic farmsteads.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

This area is well connected by a
network of PRoWs across the
area, including the long distance
Staffordshire Way/ Monarch's
Way which runs north-south
thorugh the area. The A41
Holyhead Road along the
northern boundary of the area is
a cycle route.
Minor disturbance to the area
comes from the A41 Holyhead
Road to the north.

A tranquil landscape with 'dark
skies' and few visible signs of
modern development. The area
has a high scenic value with
strong parkland characteristics.

Area Ref SL32
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Settlement
setting

Woodland provides physical and
visual separation between the
area and the strong settlement
edge of Perton in the south east.

Visual
prominence

Woodland within the site and
mature vegetation along roads
provides visual containment, and
the area does not form a visually
distinctive skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

No inter-visibility with adjacent
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints on OS 1:25k.

The area provides a rural setting
to Oaken and the small outlier
settlement of Oaken along
Strawmoor Lane on the north
western boundary.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL32s1

Size (ha)

Rating

374.86

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development as the majority of the criteria
are moderate with the rural and undeveloped nature combined with high level of public accessibility of this area increasing the
overall sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 246 (Housing); Ref: 246a (Housing); Ref: 514 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.165
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Landscape Area Reference

SL33

Area Ref SL33

Area Size (ha):

59.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The northern half of the area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located between Perton and Tettenhall Wood. The eastern, southern and western boundaries follow the settlement
edges, with the northern boundary follows Westcroft Road and field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL33

Area Ref SL33
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Small to medium fields bound by
frequent mature trees and largely
intact hedgerows with some
reinforcement by post and wire
and post and rail fencing in the
north of the area. The area is
largely used for horse grazing.

Landform

A generally flat area in the north,
between 118m and 123m AOD.
South of Perton Middle School the
land rises southwards from 120m
to 145m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The north of the area contains
post-medieval piecemeal
enclosure of strip fields, and
retains strong field boundaries.
The south of the area is a postwar open space/ parkland,
however the previous agricultural
enclosure and associated
vegetation largely remains.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats are limited
to an area of priority habitat
deciduous woodland along the
River Penk, south of Perton
Middle School. However, valued
natural features include mature
hedgerows and hedgerow trees
and mature roadside vegetation
within and bounding the area.

Built character

The only built development within
the area consists of a small
hamlet off Westcroft Road and
Perton Middle School in the centre
of the area.

Recreational
character

Good access by PRoWs
thoroughout the area, connecting
the surrounding settlements.
There is an area of public open
space/ sports pitches/ parkland
south of Perton Middle School.

Perceptual
aspects

The area retains its intact rural
character despite its use for horse
grazing and increasing proximity
to Perton and Tettenhall Wood as
it narrows to the south.

Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution to the rural setting of
Perton and Tetenhall Wood
(Wolverhampton). Roadside
vegetation and woodland provides
a strong settlement edge to
Perton.

A1.168

Remaining narrow open areas of
coutryside provide an important
contribution as a gap between
Perton and urban conurbation at
Wolverhampton preventing
coalescence between the
settlements.

Area Ref SL33
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Visual
prominence

This landscape is partially
screened by mature vegetation,
particularly along Yew Tree Lane/
Mill Lane and Westcroft Road. It
does not form a visually
distinctive skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visbility with
adjacent sensitive sites or marked
viewpoints on the OS 1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL33s1

Size (ha)

Rating

59.4

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate sensitivity to residential development, as the majority of the criteria score
moderate and no criteria override that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The role of particularly narrow rural areas between Perton and the urban conurbation makes them particularly sensitive to
development.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 241 (Housing); Ref: 243 (Housing); Ref: 454 (Housing); Ref: 504 (Housing); Ref: 506 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL34

Area Ref SL34

Area Size (ha):

249.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The area is located between Codsall/ Bilbrook to the north west, Palmers Cross/ Pendeford to the south east and Wergs to the
south, with the River Penk and associated floodplain running north east to south west through the area. The boundaries are
formed by the settlement edges, except the western boundary which is formed by Keepers Lane and the north/north eastern
boundary formed by Pendeford Bridge and the Shropshire Union Canal.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL34

Area Ref SL34
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area is dominated by large to
medium scale fields, with smaller
scale fields in the north. The
roadside hedgerows are strong,
but field boundaries have been
replaced by post and wire
fencing, particularly to the east of
the settlement.

Landform

A gently undulating landform from
105m near the River Penk and
Shropshire Union Canal in the
north east to 130m AOD in the
south west.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Wergs Golf Club in the south west
has eroded the original landscape
pattern.

'Natural'
character

There is priority habitat deciduous
woodland following the course of
the River Penk and in the north
east, west of Barnhurst Lane.
Mature vegetation lines many of
the roads.

Built character

The London Midlands railway line
cuts through centre of the area.
Other development within the
area consists of Aldersley High
School, the Wergs golf club house
and a number of farms. The area
lies between the built up
settlements of Codsall/ Bilbrook
to the north west, Palmers Cross/
Pendeford to the south east and
Wergs to the south which exert
urban influences.

Recreational
character

Sports pitches are located along
Barnhurst Lane and the Wergs
Golf Club in the south.

Perceptual
aspects

The golf course reduces the
perception of rurality in the
landscape.

A1.172

Outside of the golf course, there
is a pattern of post-1880s
reorganised piecemeal enclosure
of fields, although comparison
with the 1880s OS reveals many
of the original hedgerows have
been lost. There is a small area of
ridge and furrow east of Keeper's
Lane, to the north of the River
Penk.

Wergs Farm Cottage is a historic
farmstead. The Shropshire Union
Canal, dating from early 19th
century, forms the northeastern
boundary.

There are two PRoWs in the
south of the area west of
Barnhouse Lane, and one that
runs along the Codsall/ Billbrook
settlement boundary. The
Shropshire Union Canal towpath
along the north eastern boundary
is a long distance traffic-free
footpath and cycle route.

This is an open rural landscape
impacted by proximity to
settlement. The area south of the
settlement adjacent to the River
Penk has a stronger rural
character with mature hedgerows
and hedgerow oaks.

Area Ref SL34
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Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as an open, and in
parts rural, backdrop to
surrounding settlements, although
the open settlement edge of
Codsall imparts a visual influence
on the area.

Visual
prominence

Many of the roads within and
surrounding the area are visually
contained by mature vegetation.
The area does not form a
prominent landscape or distinctive
skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

No inter-visibility with adjacent
designated landscapes or marked
viewpoints on the OS 1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL34s1

The narrow stretch of open land
between the western edge of the
urban conurbation at
Wolverhampton and Bilbrook
prevent coalesence between
Codsall Road and the railway line.

Size (ha)

Rating

249.92

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate sensitivity to residential development due to the wide variations in ratings across
the criteria.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 210 (Housing); Ref: 221 (Housing); Ref: 503 (Housing); Ref: 510 (Housing); Ref: 512 (Housing); Ref: 519 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.174
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Landscape Area Reference

SL35

Area Ref SL35

Area Size (ha):

174.6ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located south of Codsall and north of Perton and Tettenhall Wood. The northern boundary is the settlement edge of
Codsall, the eastern boundary is Keeper's Lane and the settlement boundary of Tettenhall Wood, and the southern boundary the
settlement boundary of Perton. The western boundary is Heath House Lane. The A41 Holyhead Road cuts through the southern
part of this area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL35

Area Ref SL35
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Small to medium scale fields
throughout the area. The
presence of some hedgerows and
woodland contributes to this
enclosure.

Landform

A generally flat landscape, from
125m to 115m AOD falling
towards the River Penk running
southwest-northeast through the
area.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields surrounding Wergs Hall
amalgamated in the post-war
period, with little remnants of the
associated parkland.

Fields of 18th/19th century
planned enclosure dominate the
area. There is an area of small
rectilinear fields between Stafford
Lane and Heath House Lane in the
west.

'Natural'
character

There are areas of priority
habitat deciduous woodland
across the area, particularly
around Wergs Hall. There is also
a signficiant amount of deciduous
woodland in the southwest
relating to the River Penk and
adjacent LWS (SBI) Wrottesley
Park. There are a number of
shelterbelts and large trees
throughout the area, and the
roads within the area are
enclosed by mature hedgerows
and trees.

Built character

The A41 Holyhead Road divides
the area south of Wergs Hall.
There are scattered agricultural
and commerical buildings across
the area, including the Codsall
Garden Centre east of Wergs Hall
Road.

Recreational
character

There are no PRoWs north of the
A41 Holyhead Road.

Wergs Hall, Greenhills and Coach
House and Stable block south
west of Greenhills are Grade II
listed buildings and Heath House
Farm is a historic farmstead.
Oaken Conservation Area lies
immediately adjacent to the area.

The A41 Holyhead Road is a
designated cycle route. There are
two PRoWs south of the A41.

Perceptual
aspects

This is a rural landscape with
minor disturbance from the A41
Holyhead Road.

Settlement
setting

The area provides a rural
backdrop to the surrounding
settlements of Codsall, Oaken and
its associated Conservation Area,
Tettenhall Wood/ Wergs and
Perton.

A1.177

Designed parkland associated
with Wrottesley Hall, Werg Hall
and Greenhills, designated as a
Historic Landscape Area, adds a
sense of time depth. Ridge and
furrow earthworks are found near
Wergs Hall and east of Wergs
Wall Road.

The designed parkland has a high
scenic value with strong parkland
characteristics.

Area Ref SL35
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Visual
prominence

This is a non-prominent landscape
which is often screened by
internal woodland and mature
vegetation along roads. The area
does not form a visually
distinctive skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no other inter-visibility
with sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints on the OS
1:25k.

The area between Wergs Hall
Road and Heath House Lane is
designated as a Historic
Landscape Area.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL35s1

Size (ha)

Rating

174.64

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development, as the majority of the criteria
score moderate and no criteria override this judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 236 (Housing); Ref: 237 (Housing); Ref: 515 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.178
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Landscape Area Reference

SL36

Area Ref SL36

Area Size (ha):

86ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The area is located north west of Wolverhampton, on the western outskirts of Codsall and extends to the village of Oaken.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL36
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Fields to the north of the railway
are larger in scale.

Generally small pastoral fields
well defined by hedgerows, with
frequent mature field and
hedgerow trees which increase
the sense of intimacy.

Landform

Landform to the north of the
railway line is more gently
undulating.

Sloping landform which rises
sharply from the edge of Codsall
at 115m AOD, to the village of
Oaken at 140m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The landscape south of the
railway line is characterised by
19th century parkland associated
with country houses built for local
industrialists and small pastoral
fields (identified as post-1880s
replanned enclosure). Larger
18th/19th century planned
enclosure are found north of the
railway line and a small area of
irregular post-medieval enclosure
either side of Wood Lane. The
landscape pattern has remained
largely unchanged from the
1880s edition OS, resulting in
strong time depth.

'Natural'
character

Areas of semi-natural habitats
include Priority Habitat deciduous
woodland on the edge of Oaken
and along stream corridors.
Valued natural features include
the predominance of mature
parkland trees, intact hedgerows
and hedgerow trees.

Built character

Two overhead electiricity routes
cut through the north western
corner and the railway line runs
east-west through the centre of
the area.

Recreational
character

The north of the area is not
publicly accessible.

The parkland to the south has
open access and is crossed by
the Staffordshire Way Long
Distance Recreational Route.

Perceptual
aspects

Two overhead electricity routes
introduce an urbanising element,
whilst noise from passing trains
may also detract from the
perceptual qualities of the area.

The area has a strong rural
character, extending from the
parkland to the south to the
working agricultural landscape to
the north.

A1.181

Built features within the
landscape area include residential
properties on the settlment edge
of Oaken and Codsall and a few
farms.

The parkland landscape to the
south of the railway line within
the Codsall Billbrook and Oaken
Conservation Area is associated
with two unlisted 19th century
country houses, The Terrace at
Oaken and Springfield House.

Area Ref SL36
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Settlement
setting

Although ribbon development
along Wood Road and Moatbrook
Lane present a weaker edge to
the settlment, strong hedgerows
and woodland belts along these
roads and around Moatbrook
Playing Fields provide a strong
barrier feature.

Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The area provides a rural setting
for Codstall and Oaken,
particularly within the Codsall
Billbrook and Oaken Conservation
Area, which provides an
important rural gap between the
two settlements.

The slopes surrounding Oaken
are visually prominent within the
local landscape.

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL36s1

Size (ha)

Rating

48.59

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape area has an overall high sensitivity to residential development due to its small scale, time depth, recreational
value and visual prominence.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 224 (Housing); Ref: 447 (Housing); Ref: 507 (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL36s2

Size (ha)

Rating

37.46

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Areas north of the railway line have moderate-high sensitivity to residential development, as land here is larger in scale, less
visually prominent and locally influenced by the intersecting pylon route. However, this is counterbalanced by strong landscape
pattern and strongly vegetated settlement edge.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 225 (Housing); Ref: 230 (Housing); Ref: 630 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.183

Area Ref SL36

Area Ref SL37
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Landscape Area Reference

SL37

Area Size (ha):

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The area is located on the north western outskirts of the settlement of Codsall, northwest of Wolverhampton.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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58.2ha
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.185
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Generally small scale, narrow
pastoral fields, with larger arable
fields north of Wood Lane. East of
Gunstone Lane, these appear
more open due to unmanaged
gappy hedgerows.

Landform

Rollling landform which slopes
down from the hilltop parish
church of St Nicholas at 135m
AOD to 110m AOD in the valley
floor of Moat Brook to the north
and west.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

'Natural'
character

A surviving field pattern of
distinctive linear strip fields of
post-medieval origin running
down the valley slopes, with
some field amalgamation north of
Wood Lane.
There are no identified natural
heritage designations or priority
habitats, although trees along the
field boundaries and Moat Brook
are valued natural features.

Built character

Settlement within the landscape
area is limited to Newhouse Farm
and its outbuildings. The rural
landscape adjoins the hilltop
hamlet of Codsall. The settlement
edge is designated as part of the
Codsall, Billbrook and Oaken
Conservation Area, which is
focused around the Grade II listed
Church of St Nicholas with its
historic sandstone boundary
walls.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.186

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

PRoWs including the long
distance recreational route the
Staffordshire Way link the
settement with the wider
countryside.

The hilly pastoral landscape with
its winding rural lanes has rural
characteristics, however the
proximity of the settlement edge
(including new residential
development off Sandy Lane) has
resulted in urban fringe uses. This
is particularly apparent east of
Gunstone Lane, including
allotments, fields used for horse
grazing divided by horse tape and
associated clutter, and disused
agricultural sheds. These all
detract from the area's perceptual
qualities along with the proximity
to the M54 and views to the
urban conurbation.

The strongly wooded settlement
edge along Wood Road and the
more intact field boundaries with
frequent mature trees in the
landscape immediately to the
west of Church Lane, results in
this area reading as part of the
wider rural valley.

Area Ref SL37
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Settlement
setting

The area provides a rural setting
for the residential properties that
overlook it, including the historic
buildings within the Conservation
Area and the church of St
Nicholas, which sits on a hilltop
above the surrounding valley
slopes. Much of the area is
protected as a buffer zone to the
Conservation Area.

Visual
prominence

Due to the sloping topography of
the open valley side, the area is
visually prominent within the
wider landscape with open views
across the Moat Brook valley both
east and west. Lower slopes,
particularly off Sandy Lane, are
less prominent.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Potential inter-visibility with the
Grade II* listed Chillington
Registered Park and Garden to
the north west.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL37s1

Size (ha)

Rating

58.19

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape has a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development due to its historic field pattern, visual
prominence and its importance as a rural setting to the Conservation Area. This is counterbalanced by the lack of valued natural
features and the low perceptual qualities.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 222 (Housing); Ref: 513 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.188
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Landscape Area Reference

SL38

Area Ref SL38

Area Size (ha):

187.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Ancient Clay Farmlands and Settled Farmlands.
The area is located north east of Codsall/ Bilbrook and contains the Moat Brook in the south. The eastern part of the northern
boundary is marked by the M54 motorway, the western by Pendeford Hall Lane. The eastern boundary is marked by Lawn Lane
and the Pendeford Mill Nature Reserve, the southern by Pendeford Mill Lane and the south western by Bilbrook settlement edge.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL38

Area Ref SL38
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Large scale irregular fields. Some
of the fields are enclosed by
hedgerows, decreasing their
perceived scale, the majority
however are bounded by post and
wire fencing.

There is an area of small irregular
fields in the north west by
Gunstone Hall.

Landform

A very flat landscape, from 100m
in the south to 110m AOD in the
north.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The majority of the area was
reorganised post-war, from
post-1880s piecemeal enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Built character

There are post-medieval small
irregular fields around Gunstone
Hall in the northwest.

Priority habitat deciduous
woodland lies east of the
Shropshire Union Canal, part of
the Pendeford Mill Nature
Reserve. There is further
deciduous woodland at Island
Pool west of Lawn Lane in the
north. The area contains other
woodland groups, particularly
following the course of the River
Penk and Moat Brook.
Modern development is found at
the sewage works and recycling
centre north of Bilbrook,
commerical agricultural buildings
near Upper Hattons Bridge and
buildings around Gunstone Hall in
the north west. The settlement
edge of Bilbrook marks the
western edge of the area.

There is a historic farmstead at
Gunstone Villa. The Shropshire
Union Canal dates from the early
19th century and there are two
Grade II listed structures
associated with it: an aqueduct in
the south; and Upper Hattons
Bridge.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.191

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

There is a regular network of
PRoW across the area including
long distance Staffordshire Way
in the west and Monarch's Way
along the towing path of the
Shropshire Union Canal. The
towpath is also a traffic-free
cycle route. Pendeford Mill Nature
Reserve which extends into the
area, is publicly accessible.
Pendeford Mill Lane Allotments
are located in the south west.
Jubilee Woods recreation area is
located north of Bilbrook.

A rural area impacted by
proximity to Codsall/ Bilbrook and
associated sewage works and
Bilbrook Recycling Centre to the
south west and the M54
motorway to the north east.
There are electricity pylons in the
north east.

The areas around the Shropshire
Union Canal, centre and north are
more tranquill.

Area Ref SL38
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Settlement
setting

The mature trees along Moat
Brook and Jubilee Woods
recreation area north of Bilbrook
provide a rural wooded backdrop
to Bilbrook and a strong feature
north of the settlement edge.

Visual
prominence

Some visual containment is
provided by mature vegetation
lining the roads, field boundary
hedgerows and woodland.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

No inter-visibility with adjacent
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL38s1

Size (ha)

Rating

187.36

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate sensitivity to residential development, due to the higher sensitivity of the linear
watercourses which cross the area and provide a strong boundary features to the existing settlement and recreational value of
the area, which counterbalance the influence of modern development and infrastructure on this largely flat and larger scale
landscape.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 211 (Housing); Ref: 217 (Housing); Ref: 218 (Housing)

A1.192
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.193

Area Ref SL38
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Landscape Area Reference

SL39

Area Ref SL39

Area Size (ha):

56.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Sandstone Estatelands and Settled Farmlands.
The area is located west of Pendeford and is bound by Pendeford Business Park and residential settlement to the east and The
Droveway to the south. The Balliol Business Park and River Penk form the western boundary, and the north is bounded by the
Pendeford Mill Nature Reserve buildings and a caravan park.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.195

Area Ref SL39

Area Ref SL39
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are medium scale. Some of
the field boundaries have been
lost and replaced with post and
wire fencing which increases the
sense of scale.

Landform

The area is generally flat in the
north of the area.

There is small hill at 125m AOD
south of the nature reserve which
slopes gently towards the River
Penk to 105m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

To the north of Wobaston Road
the field pattern is of 18th/19th
century planned enclosure, while
south of Wobaston Road there is
an early small rectilinear field
pattern.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitat deciduous
woodland north of Wobaston
Road and in the Pendeford Mill
Nature Reserve. Woodland also
present along the southern and
western boundaries of the area
following the River Penk.

Built character

The settlement edge of Pendeford
lies to the east and south of the
area, while the Balliol Business
Park is to the west and there is a
caravan park to the north.

There are two historic farmsteads
at Upper Pendeford Farm. There
is a Pillbox located off Wobaston
Road. There is no other built
development within the area.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

The Monarch's Way promoted
route runs along Wobaston Road,
east-west through the centre of
the area. The Pendeford Mill
Nature Reserve is publicly
accessible and the Pendeford
Public Nature Walk connects the
south of the area to the Nature
Reserve along the River Penk.

There is some audible disturbance
from the M54 motorway to the
north.

Settlement
setting

Visual
prominence

A1.196

An open rural area disturbed by
proximity to Pendeford in the east
and industrial/ commerical
development to the east and
west.

The river corridor provides a
wooded backdrop to Pendeford.

Views from the south are
restricted by vegetation along
roads and within the area. The
area is not prominent and does
not form a distinctive skyline.

Area Ref SL39
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Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive sites or marked
viewpoints on the OS 1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL39s1

Size (ha)

Rating

41.03

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate overall sensitivity to residential development, as the majority of the criteria
score moderate and no criteria override that judgement. The landscape is not considered to have higher sensitivity to
employment development as the perceptual character is already influenced by the proximity of large scale industrial/
commerical development to the east and west.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 666 (Employment or housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL39s2

Size (ha)

Rating

15.19

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Pendeford Mill Nature Reserve has moderate-high sensitivity to residential and employment development due to its open access
and prevalence of priority habitats.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

A1.197
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.198

Area Ref SL39
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Landscape Area Reference

SL40

Area Ref SL40

Area Size (ha):

73.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located north of Pendeford and the M54. The area's boundaries are largely defined by field divisions, while the
western boundary follows the River Penk and the eastern boundary along Lawn Lane.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.200

Area Ref SL40

Area Ref SL40
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Medium scale arable fields with
mostly overgrown hedgerow
boundaries and woodland copses.
Hedgerows have been newly laid
along the southern footpath.

Landform

The landform is mostly flat,
ranging from 95m to 105m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

An irregular field pattern,
predominantly post-1880s
reorganised enclosures, with a
small area of 18th/19th century
planned enclosure in the north
east (some of which have been
amalgamated) and post-medieval
floodplain fields following the
River Penk in the west.
Cropmarks show the route of a
Roman road, and undated linear
ditch features.

'Natural'
character

The mixed woodland at Ash
Coppice and the deciduous
woodland by Lower Pendeford
Farm are identified as Ancient
Woodland. There is also priority
habitat deciduous woodland along
the course of the River Penk and
along Lawn Lane. Valued natural
features include mature field
boundary trees.

Built character

The M54 runs along the southern
boundary.

A rural area where built
development is limited Lower
Pendeford Farm.

Recreational
character

Three PRoWs run through the
area, linking the Shropshire Union
canal to the west and Monarch's
Way to the east.

Perceptual
aspects

A working agricultural landscape
with a strong rural character,
bound to the west by the wooded
course of the River Penk.
Tranquility is impacted by the
proxmity of the M54.

Settlement
setting

Due to distance and intervening
vegetation, the area is removed
from the nearby settlement at
Coven Heath. Development in this
area would not relate to the
existing settlement.

A1.201

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL40
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Visual
prominence

The area is not visually prominent
due to its almost flat landform
and the presence of many
woodland areas and woodland
buffer strips which enclose the
area, although are some views
into the area from Lawn Lane.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
any designated landscapes or
promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL40s1

Size (ha)

Rating

73.2

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential or employment development as the majority of
the criteria score moderate and no criteria override that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.202
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Landscape Area Reference

SL41

Area Ref SL41

Area Size (ha):

92.6ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Farmlands (in the west) and Settled Heathland (east).
The area is located to the north of Wolverhampton, and contains the settlement of Coven Heath. The A449 forms the eastern
boundary, Lawn Lane the eastern boundary, and the M54 the southern boundary. The northern boundary is formed by field
boundaries and Shaw Hall Lane.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.204

Area Ref SL41

Area Ref SL41
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Small or medium scale fields
bound with generally intact
hedgerows, with some post and
rail reinforcement. There has
been some subdivision for horse
grazing, particularly north of
Coven Heath.

Landform

The area is predominantly flat,
ranging in elevation from 100m to
105m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The sewage works and western
extension to Coven Heath have
eroded time depth.

'Natural'
character

Built character

Intact landscape pattern which is
predominantly post-1880s
reorganised enclosure with a
small area of 18th/19th century
planned enclosure around the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal.
Areas of semi-natural habitat
including priority habitat
deciduous woodland south of the
sewage works and an area of wet
healthland either side of Ball Lane
which is designated as the Coven
Heath LWS (SBI). Natural valued
features include mature
hedgerows and hedgerow trees.

Modern development detracts
from landscape character,
including the park homes at
Coven Heath, a solar farm and
sewage treatment works. The
M54 and the A449 are located on
the southern and eastern
boundary respectively with
Junction 2 conneccting the two
roadways.

Historic features important to
landscape character include the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal and three unlisted historic
farmsteads.

Recreational
character

The promoted long distance route
Monarch's Way runs through this
area, partly following the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal, which is also a traffic-free
cycle route. There are two local
PRoWs in the east and north
west.

Perceptual
aspects

The area is disturbed by its
proximity to visible and audible
signs of human activity, including
modern development at Coven
Heath, the sewage works and
solar farm, and audible
disturbance from the M54 and
A449.

Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
to the north of Coven Heath,
although the inward looking
nature of the park homes do not
provide a strong settlement edge.

A1.205

The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal is more
tranquil and provides a strong
boundary feature beyond which
the landscape becomes more
rural.
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Visual
prominence

A visually enclosed landscape
screened by hedgerows and
hedgerow trees within a flat
landform.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
any designated landscapes or
promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL41s1

Size (ha)

Rating

92.59

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area is considered to have a low-moderate sensitivity to employment development as although the route of the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal is of higher sensitivity, this does not override the remaining criteria.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 653 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL42

Area Ref SL42

Area Size (ha):

105.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Ancient Clay Farmlands (south west) and Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area is located south and west of Coven, and the settlement boundary forms its eastern and south eastern
boundary. The southern and western boundaries are formed by field boundaries and tracks, while the northern boundary is
Coven Road. The River Penk flows northwards through the centre of the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.208

Area Ref SL42

Area Ref SL42
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

The majority of fields are medium
to large scale arable, particularly
west of Lawn Lane. The low,
managed hedgerow boundaries
and flat, open character increase
the sense of scale, although this
is counterbalanced by some
human scale features such as the
meandering course of the River
Penk, with streamside, hedgerow
and infield trees. East of Lawn
Lane there are smaller scale
fields, often been subdivided
using post and rail fencing.

Landform

The landform is broadly flat, with
land rising very gently away from
the central shallow valley of the
River Penk. Elevation ranges from
just over 90m up to c.100m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields in the west are identified as
post-war amalgamated fields.
These have been enlarged postwar with associated hedgerow
removals. The retained
hedgerows are generally
geometric, resulting in a regular
field pattern.

'Natural'
character

The south and eastern fields are
of post-1880s origin, formed by
reorganisation of piecemeal
enclosure. These fields have also
been enlarged post-war, with a
more irregular field pattern
enclosed by some mature
hedgerows and hedgerow trees.
The banks of the River Penk are
identified to contain priority
habitat floodplain grazing marsh,
and there is an area of priority
habitat deciduous woodland at
Chambley Green. There are some
mature hedgerows and hedgerow
trees within the area.

Built character

An overhead electricity pylon
route runs in the north of the
area, and the A449 Stafford Road
forms the south eastern
boundary.

Development is limited to
scattered residential properties in
the north of the area. The
settlement edge of Coven lies
along the eastern boundary.
There are no listed buildings
within the landscape area,
although the Grade II listed
Jackson's Bridge over the River
Penk is adjacent to the area.

Recreational
character

There is no public access west of
Lawn Lane.

One PRoW in the south east of
the area.

Perceptual
aspects

The A449 runs along the south
eastern boundary and the
subdivision of fields into horse
paddock introduces a more
suburban feel. There is a pylon
line in the north. These modern
features negatively influence the
sense of rural character and
tranquillity within the area.

An otherwise open, rural
landscape, with the strongest
rural character and tranquillity in
the west.

A1.209

Higher Sensitivity to
Development
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Settlement
setting

The area provides a rural setting
to properties in Coven, and a
rural approach to the village from
Coven Road and Lawn Lane.
Mature vegetation along roads
and within the area limit some
views.

Visual
prominence

The area is not visually prominent
within the wider landscape as it is
relatively flat and screened by
vegetation within the area and
Somerford Wood to the north.

The area is locally prominent in
views from the edge of Coven,
due to its open character.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with any other designated
landscapes or marked viewpoints.

There is some limited intervisibility in the north of the area
with the wooded avenue which
forms part of the Grade II*
Chillington Registered Park and
Garden.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL42s1

The adjacent settlement edge of
Coven has a strong relationship
with the River Penk and its
associated floodplains.
Development here may therefore
adversely affect this settlement
edge.

Size (ha)

Rating

26.23

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development, as although many of the fields
are medium or medium-large with little time depth or valued natural features, there is a relatively strong openness and
localised visual prominence from the edge of Coven.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 084 (Housing); Ref: 618 (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL42s2

Size (ha)

Rating

79.64

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Areas west of Lawn Lane are increasingly rural, and the floodplains along the River Penk have a strong relationship with the
settlement edge in Coven, increasingly sensitivity to development to moderate-high.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.211

Area Ref SL42
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Landscape Area Reference

SL43

Area Ref SL43

Area Size (ha):

43.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The area is located north of Coven and includes the settlement of Standeford Green. The A449 forms the eastern boundary, the
edge of Coven the southern boundary and Coven Road the western boundary. The northern boundary is formed by the course
of the Saredon Brook and the River Penk, together with the edge of Somerford Wood.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL43
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Large scale features present here The landscape area contains a
include a pylon route in the south. mixture of small and medium
scale fields, with some hedgerows
and hedgerow trees, and some
hedgerows replaced by post and
rail/post and wire fencing.
Somerford Wood to the north
provides enclosure and helps
contain the landscape scale.

Landform

Landform is almost flat, with a
gentle rise in elevation from the
floodplain at c.90m to the south
east at c.100m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Recreational playing fields in the
south have eroded time depth.

'Natural'
character

There are limited semi-natural
features and habitats, although
there are two Local Wildlife Sites
(SBI) adjacent to the area which
influence landscape character.
The area contains some
hedgerows and in field trees.

Although not subject to any
designations or priority habitats,
the area of floodplain fields
contains some reedbeds and
areas of non-intensively managed
grassland, which have habitat and
biodiversity value along the
Saredon Brook and River Penk.

Built character

Electricity pylons are prominent
features running through the
south of the area, and there are
playing fields in the east. The
A449 runs along the eastern
boundary.

Built character consists of the
small settlement of Standeford
Green and properties along Coven
Road. There are scattered historic
farmsteads throughout the area.
Coven lies to the south. The
majority of the area is
undeveloped floodplain.

Recreational
character

There is no public access to this
area.

There is a recreation ground
along School Lane.

Perceptual
aspects

An open area impacted by built
development and the A449, which
is a source of significant noise
disturbance adversely impacting
the tranquillity of the surrounding
area. Modern development
including a pylon line in the south
is visible.

The western part of the area,
away from the A449, is more
tranquil, and the area of
floodplain fields has a scenic
character in combination with the
woodland backdrop to the north.

A1.214

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The field pattern is predominantly
irregular miscellaneous floodplain
fields of post-medieval origin,
which are likely to have
significant time depth, with few
changes to the landscape pattern
since the 1888 OS map, with
some smaller areas of
post-1880s piecemeal enclosure
and 18/19th century planned
enclosure along the A449. A
Heritage Landscape Area relating
to Somerford Park lies
immediately to the north of the
area.
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Settlement
setting

The area provides a rural setting
for properties in Standeford
Green and in Coven to the south,
although the majority of houses
are inward facing. The open
floodplain area also allows views
from the settlement north to
Somerford Wood.

Visual
prominence

The landscape area is well
enclosed by surrounding
woodland and has a flat
topography. It is not visually
prominent in the wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
any other designated landscapes
or marked viewpoints.

There is limited inter-visibility
between the far west of the
landscape area and the end of the
wooded avenue forming part of
the Grade II* Chillington
Registered Park and Garden to
the immediate west. There is
good inter-visibility to the Historic
Landscape Area at Somerford
Wood to the north west.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL43s1

Size (ha)

Rating

43.12

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development due to the combination of
individual attribute sensitivities identified above, including the contribution of the area in providing a rural backdrop to Coven.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The historic landscape pattern of the floodplain fields along the Saredon Brook and its relationship with the Historic Landscape
Area and LWS at Somerford Wood has a moderate high sensitivity.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 082 (Housing); Ref: 615 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.216

Area Ref SL43
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Landscape Area Reference

SL44

Area Ref SL44

Area Size (ha):

139.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Heathlands (north of Old Stafford Road) and Settled
Farmlands (south of Old Stafford Road).
The landscape area is located east of the settlement of Coven, which together with the A449 Stafford Road, forms the area's
western boundary. The northern boundary is formed by field boundaries, and the railway line forms the eastern boundary. The
southern boundary is formed by the Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal and Brewood Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The majority of the area is
Smaller scale fields in the north
characterised by medium scale
at Standeford and Four Ashes.
arable fields with a relatively open
character, divided by a mixture of
low and more mature hedgerows,
and regular hedgerow trees,
providing some enclosure,
particularly along the valley
bottoms.

Landform

A gently undulating landscape,
with two shallow valleys formed
by tributaries of the River Penk,
flowing east to west through the
area. Elevation ranges from
c.90m to c.105m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The majority of fields in the area
were amalgamated post-war.

'Natural'
character

Built character

Coven lies to the west of the
area, and the Four Ashes
Industrial Estate is to the north
east. The railway line runs along
the eastern boundary and the
A449 in the west. A solar farm is
located within the area, north of
the Smestow Brook, and is well
enclosed by landform and
vegetation.

Recreational
character

Smaller scale fields in the centre
originate from post-1880s
reorganised piecemeal enclosure
and in the north there are small
replanned enclosure post-1880s.

The course of the Saredon Brook
in the north contains irregular
post-medieval miscellaneous
floodplain fields, with historic
field boundaries including mature
hedgerows.

There are several woodland
areas, particularly in the north,
some of which contain priority
habitat deciduous woodland. The
area also contains a number of
mature hedgerows and hedgerow
trees.

Four Ashes Pit geological SSSI is
in the north of the area.

There are dispersed properties
along Brewood Road, Old Stafford
Road and Station Drive. Grange
Farmhouse in the south west is
Grade II listed, and Bar Farm in
the north is an unlisted historic
farmstead. There is a small estate
at Light Ash in the west.

There is good access by PRoW
throughout the centre and south
of the area, and the Staffordshire
and Worcestershire canal in the
south is a traffic-free cycle route.

Perceptual
aspects

An overhead electricity route
with large scale pylons runs east
to west through the centre of the
area, imparting an urbanising
influence.

An open rural area, with rural
character and tranquillity
impacted primarily by proximity
to the busy A449 and the Four
Ashes Industrial Estate.

Settlement
setting

The A449 flanks Coven to the
east of the settlement, providing
a strong barrier to further
expansion.

The area provides some
contribution as a rural and open
backdrop both for Coven and Four
Ashes, with the Grade II listed
church of St Paul Coven visible
west of Old Stafford Road. The
south of the landscape area acts
as a rural gap between Coven and
Slade Heath, preventing their
coalescence.

A1.219

.
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Visual
prominence

The gently undulating landform is
consistent with the wider
surrounding area, and there is
some significant enclosure by
woodland in the north. It is nonprominent within the wider
landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with surrounding designated
landscapes or promoted
viewpoints.

There are some more locally
prominent views and intervisibility over the landscape, for
example from the elevated edge
of Coven, over the valley to open
higher ground around the Old
Stafford Road, and vice versa.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL44s1

Size (ha)

Rating

139.18

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development, due to the combination of
individual attribute sensitivities identified above and the variation in landscape sensitivity throughout the area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 083 (Housing); Ref: 085 (Housing); Ref: 087 (Housing); Ref: 613 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL45

Area Ref SL45

Area Size (ha):

72.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Heathlands and Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area is located to the south and east of the Four Ashes industrial estate. The railway line forms the western
boundary and the Saredon Brook and Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal the northern boundary. The eastern boundary is
formed by Deepmore Lane, and the southern boundary by field boundaries, including a small stream.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.222

Area Ref SL45

Area Ref SL45
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are medium in scale south
of the Sarendon Brook, divided by
hedgerows, some gappy, and tree
belts.

Landform

A very gently rising landform,
sloping upwards from the north
and west to the south east,
ranging from c.100m to 112m
AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields within the area are
Some mature hedgerows shown
identified as post-war
on the 1888 OS map are extant.
amalgamated fields, and
therefore have limited time depth.
Field pattern is a mixture of
regular and irregular. It is evident
from comparison with the OS
1888 map that extensive field
enlargements and associated
hedgerow removals have taken
place throughout the area.

'Natural'
character

The Four Ashes Local Wildlife Site
(SBI) follows the course of the
Saredon Brook in the north of the
area. There are also areas of
priority habitat deciduous
woodland within the area.

Built character

The Four Ashes industial estate
lies to the north and north west of
the area, and there is a sewage
treatment works to the north
east. The railway line runs along
the western boundary. The
industrial estate includes a very
prominent modern incinerator
plant adjacent to the north of the
landscape area, which imparts a
strong urbanising influence. An
overhead electricity route with
large pylons also runs through the
south of the area.

There are two unlisted properties
along Deepmore Lane, which may
have some historical value and
contribute to landscape character
as farmsteads.

Recreational
character

There is no public access within
the landscape area.

The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal runs along
the northern boundary and is a
traffic-free cycle route. A PRoW
runs along Deepmore Lane and
the eastern boundary.

Perceptual
aspects

This is a rural area, however its
character and tranquillity are
adversely impacted by views of
the industrial estate to the north,
the sewage works to the north
east and railway line to the west,
along with the large pylon route
in the south.

There is increased tranquillity to
the south and west of the area.

A1.223

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Smaller scale fields north of the
brook have been subdivided by
post and wire fencing and horse
tape for horse paddocks.

Area Ref SL45
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Settlement
setting

The area provides a rural setting
to Aspley Farm and Deepmore
Farm, and some contribution to
the backdrop of the industrial
estate.

Visual
prominence

The broadly flat topography and
screening to the north by
woodland ensure the landscape is
not prominent.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
between the landscape area and
any designated landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL45s1

Size (ha)

Rating

72.1

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a low-moderate overall sensitivity to residential/employment development, due to its
combination of limited time depth, scenic quality, rural character and recreational value, its medium scale and low visual
prominence, with few valued natural features with the exception of the Saredon Brook.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The area around Saredon Brook has a higher sensitivity due to its priority habitats and local designation as a Local Wildlife Site.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 643 (Employment); Ref: E46 (Employment)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.225

Area Ref SL45
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Landscape Area Reference

SL46

Area Ref SL46

Area Size (ha):

32ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Heathlands.
The area is located east of Coven, and contains parts of the small settlements of Cross Green and Slade Heath. The settlement
boundary of Slade Heath forms the eastern boundary, New Road/Old Stafford Road the southern boundary and Brewood Road
the south western boundary. The western and northern boundaries are formed by the Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.227

Area Ref SL46

Area Ref SL46
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

This is an area of small scale
fields closely related to
residential curtilages and small
farmsteads running along Old
Stafford and Paradise Lane. It is
relatively strongly enclosed by
hedgerows, trees and buildings,
which reinforce its small scale
character.

Landform

A flat landform, with most of the
area at an elevation of around
105m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

East of Old Stafford Road, the
remaining open area outside the
settlement is identified as
18th/19th century planned
enclosures.

'Natural'
character

High levels of existing
development has limited seminatural habitats to pockets of
priority habitat deciduous
woodland along the canal and
traditional orchard. There is also a
strong network of hedgerows,
hedgerow and garden trees, and
other trees alongside the canal.

Built character

A railway line with overhead line
equipment crosses through the
east of the area, running north to
south.

Recreational
character

There are PRoWs on the edges of
the area, and the Staffordshire
and Worcestershire canal towpath
is a traffic-free cycle route.
However, no PRoWs cross
through the area.

Perceptual
aspects

A1.228

The railway line and the A449
limit the sense of tranquillity
within the area.

The area has the character of a
small rural settlement, with some
urbanising influences such as a
neighbouring pylon line and
proximity to the large scale HM
Prisons complex to the south, and
Coven to the west, which
introduce significant light

West of Old Stafford Road, the
open area is identified as postmedieval small irregular fields.
Comparison with the 1888 OS
map shows that some historic
hedgerow field boundaries are
extant, indicating a strong time
depth.

The area contains extensive built
character, in the loose linear
settlements of Cross Green and
Slade Heath. Black Lion Farm,
Cottage Farm and Clarkes Farm
are all locally designated as
historic farmsteads. The
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal runs along the western
boundary. This built character
has an intimate historical and
visual relationship with the more
open parts of the landscape area,
and is important to its small scale
landscape character.

Area Ref SL46
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pollution.
Settlement
setting

The area provides the immediate
rural setting for Cross Green and
Slade Heath, although mature
vegetation limits some views,
particularly along the roads and
the canal.

Visual
prominence

The area is relatively enclosed
and flat and therefore this
landscape is not visually
prominent within the wider
landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with any nearby designated
landscapes or marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL46s1

Size (ha)

Rating

31.96

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential and employment development, predominantly
due to its enclosed, small scale character and intimate historical and visual relationship with the surrounding settlement, with
some urbanising influences.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.230
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Landscape Area Reference

SL47

Area Ref SL47

Area Size (ha):

85.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The landscape area is located to the south east of the rural settlement of Coven. The HM Prisons complex forms the eastern
boundary, Brinsford Lane the southern boundary and the A449 Stafford Road the western boundary. The northern boundary is
formed by Brewood Road/New Road. A railway line bisects the area running north to south, and the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal also runs through the area in the west.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL47

Area Ref SL47
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

A mixture of small and medium
scale arable and pasture fields,
and a golf course in the west.
Hedgerows and hedgerows trees
enclose areas to the west of the
railway line helping contain the
landscape scale. Land east of the
railway line is more open,
although woodland alongside the
HM Prisons boundary provides
enclosure.

Landform

The landform is very flat, with
elevation ranging between
c.105m and 110m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

East of the railway the fields were
amalgamated post-war, with
some associated hedgerow
removals.

'Natural'
character

Built character

Within the area there are some
pockets of priority habitat
deciduous woodlands. The mature
hedgerow network is a valued
natural feature.

The A449 Stafford Road marks
the western boundary, and the
railway line runs through the
area. The Three Hammers Golf
Complex is in the north west, and
the Wolverhampton Casuals
Football Club in the south west. A
large pylon route runs north to
south through the area, east of
the railway line.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.233

Fields west of the railway line are
post-medieval early irregular
enclosure or piecemeal
enclosure, with mature hedgerow
boundaries which are consistent
with those shown on the 1888
OS map, indicating a strong time
depth to the landscape.

There are a number of locally
designated historic farmsteads
within the area. The Staffordshire
and Worcestershire canal runs in
the west of the area, and the
Cross Green Bridge in the north is
Grade II listed.

The Monarch's Way promoted
route runs along the southern
boundary. The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal is a trafficfree cycle route and there are two
small PRoWs within the golf club.
The Three Hammers golf club and
football club provide recreational
opportunities for some members
of the community.

The area is impacted by proximity
to the A449 and M54 to the
south. This is not a tranquil area,
and there is light pollution from
the HM Prisons complex. A pylon
route runs east of the railway
line.

Area Ref SL47
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Settlement
setting

There is no visual relationship
with Coven to the north west, due
to the flat topography and
intervening vegetation.

Visual
prominence

The area is not visually prominent
within the wider landscape due to
its flat topography and enclosure
by mature hedgerows.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
of the landscape area and any
designated landscapes or
promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL47s1

Size (ha)

Rating

60.06

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement

The area is judged to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development, due to the predominance of small scale,
post-medieval field systems, significant historic landscape character and time depth, and valued mature hedgerow and
woodland habitats.
Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 646a (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL47s2

Size (ha)

Rating

25.39

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement

The area east of the railway line has a low-moderate overall sensitivity to employment development due to its larger scale and
lesser time depth, with prominent modern development such as the pylon route and adjacent large HM prisons complex.
Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 646d (Employment); Ref: E31 (Employment)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.235
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Landscape Area Reference

SL48

Area Ref SL48

Area Size (ha):

50.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located immediately to the north of Junction 2 of the M54, beyond the northern outskirts of Wolverhampton. The
A449 Stafford Road and Coven Heath settlement boundary form the western boundary of the area. Brinsford Lane forms the
northern boundary, and Cat and Kittens Lane the eastern boundary. A railway line runs north to south through the east of the
area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL48
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South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

A mixture of small and medium
scale fields bounded by largely
intact hedgerows, some of which
are dense, which helps contain
the landscape scale.

Landform

A flat landscape, ranging in
elevation from c.105m to 110m
AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The fields throughout the area
are irregular, and originate from
post-medieval piecemeal
enclosure. The field pattern is
consistent with that shown on the
1888 OS map, with few
subsequent hedgerow removals,
suggesting a strong time depth
to the landscape.

'Natural'
character

There are strips of priority habitat
deciduous woodland in the south
along the M54 and east of Cat
and Kittens Lane. The hedgerows,
containing mature trees, are also
valued natural features.

Built character

The area is bound by the M54 and Brinsford Farmhouse is an
A449, while the railway line runs
unlisted 18th/19th century
through the centre. HM Prisons
building, south of Brinsford Lane.
and an industrial estate are to the
east of the area. There is one
building behind Coven Heath.

Recreational
character

There are no public rights of way
within the area.

Perceptual
aspects

This is a rural, undeveloped area
but heavily impacted by proximity
to modern infrastructure (M54
and A449) and development, at
the HM Prisons complex, which
significantly limits tranquillity. A
prominent pylon route also runs
east of the railway line.

Settlement
setting

A1.238

The Monarch's Way promoted
recreational route runs along
Brinsford Lane and Cat and
Kittens Lane on the northern and
eastern boundaries of the area.

The area provides some
contribution as an open rural
backdrop to the houses at Coven
Heath along the east of the A449.

Area Ref SL48
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Visual
prominence

The area is not visually prominent
within the wider landscape due to
its relatively flat landform. Views
from the south are blocked by
woodland and the M54.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with any designated landscapes
or promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL48s1

Size (ha)

Rating

50.43

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement

The area is judged to have a moderate overall sensitivity to employment uses which would not sit well with the predominance
of small / medium scale, post-medieval field systems, with significant time depth, and valued mature hedgerow and woodland
habitats. This is counterbalanced by some low visual prominence, and low perceptual qualities such as tranquillity.
Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The area is considered to have low-moderate sensitivity to residential development, as this could be more easily accomodated
within the scale/medium scale landscape pattern.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 102 (Housing); Ref: 644 (Employment); Ref: 646b (Employment); Ref: 646c (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.239

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL49

Area Ref SL49

Area Size (ha):

46.3ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The landscape area is located to the west of Featherstone. The southern, western and northern boundaries are defined by the
extent of the HM Prisons complex, and the eastern boundary by the settlement boundary of Brinsford.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL49

Area Ref SL49
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The rest of the area is already
developed with buildings and
hardstandings.

Landform

A generally flat landscape, around
110m AOD in elevation.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The large HM Prisons complex and
the settlement of Brinsford have
largely removed the previous
landscape pattern time depth in
the area.

'Natural'
character

The area is dominated by high
levels of existing development
and semi-natural habitat is very
limited, with only a small mixed
plantation along East Road.

Built character

The HM Prisons and the small
settlement of Brinsford form the
majority of the land use within
this area. They are all post-war
buildings.

Recreational
character

There is no public access within
the area.

Perceptual
aspects

This is a built up area, disrupted
by noise from the M54. There is
significant light pollution from
floodlighting and visual
disturbance from barbed wire
fencing within the HM Prisons
complex.

Settlement
setting

The area does not provide a
contribution to the setting of
Featherstone, due to intervening
vegetation.

Visual
prominence

The buildings of HM Prisons are
not very visible within the wider
landscape due to intervening
vegetation. Where there are
views, the buildings are
incongruent in the wider rural
setting.

A1.242

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

There are isolated small/medium
scale fields in the east of the
area.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL49
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Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
designated landscapes or
promoted view points.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL49s1

Size (ha)

Rating

46.31

Low

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape area is considered to have a low overall sensitivity to employment development, given it is already substantially
developed with modern buildings, and has low perceptual and rural qualities.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The small area of open fields in the east of the area has a slightly higher sensitivity to development as they provide an open
backdrop to the prisons and Brinsford, and connect to the open land to the east.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 648 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL50

Area Ref SL50

Area Size (ha):

44.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Farmlands (south) and Settled Plateau Farmlands
(north).
The area is located west of Featherstone, which forms the eastern boundary. The southern and western boundaries follow the
edge of the HM Prisons complex and Brinsford, while the northern boundary is formed by New Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Medium to large scale, open
arable fields north of East Road,
bounded by mixed hedgerows.

Landform

A generally flat landform, at
around 120m AOD south of East
Road, rising to a shallow hill
centred on Rabbit Lane at 135m
AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The majority of the fields were
amalgamated post-war, or result
from recent woodland clearance.
Comparison with the 1888 OS
map shows that many hedgerow
removals have subsequently
taken place, associated with the
field enlargements.

'Natural'
character

There are limited semi-natural
features in this area. There is a
small conifer woodland in the
west and a small brook in the
south. Some mature hedgerow
trees remain.

Built character

HMP Featherstone lies to the west
and buildings related to the prison
complex extend into the south
west of the area. Although
relatively low rise, the modern
prison complex is extensive and is
prominent in views from some
sections of East Road. An
overhead electricity route runs
across the area in the east.

Recreational
character

Rabbit Lane has public access.

Perceptual
aspects

The area is impacted by proximity
to visible and audible signs of
human acitivity including former
industrial area and the HMP
Featherstone. The M54 is a
detracting presence to the south,
and a pylon line runs between
New Road and Featherstone Lane.
Light pollution from this adjacent
development is also significant.

Settlement
setting

Residential development on the
settlement edge at Featherstone
is inward looking and
Featherstone Lane provides a well
vegetated edge to the settlement
of Featherstone and which limits
the visual relationship between
from Featherstone and the wider
countryside.

A1.246

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

The area south of East Road
appears to be disused MoD land,
with some internal hedgerows,
ditches and small blocks of conifer
plantations, resulting in a mixed
scale.

A very small area of postmedieval early irregular enclosure
lies south of East Road.

Built features important to
landscape character are limited
to the unlisted historic farmstead
of Featherstone Hall Farm.

Elevated slopes along Rabbit Lane
provide separation between
Featherstone and the hamlet of
Brinsford.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL50
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Visual
prominence

Mature hedgerows and some
conifer copses enclose the area
from the wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with any designated landscapes
or promoted viewpoints.

The open, elevated area around
Rabbit Hill has some localised
visual prominence on the skyline
from the edge of Featherstone.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL50s1

Size (ha)

Rating

44.85

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a low sensitivity to housing and employment uses, due to its lack of historic landscape
charcter, weak natural character and visual enclosure and the significantly impact of its proximity to modern large scale
development, however this is counterbalanced by the higher visual prominence of elevated slopes along Rabbit Lane which play
a role in separating Featherstone from the hamlet of Brinsford which results in an overall sensitivity of Low-Moderate.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 169 (Housing); Ref: 396 (Housing); Ref: 397 (Housing); Ref: 648 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.247
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Landscape Area Reference

SL51

Area Ref SL51

Area Size (ha):

30.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Plateau Farmlands (east) and Settled Farmlands (west).
The landscape area is located immediately to the south of Featherstone, which forms the northern boudary. The eastern
boundary is formed by the A449 Stafford Road and the M54 forms the southern boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

A mixture of small and medium
scale arable fields, enclosed by
mature hedgerows, hedgerow
trees and woodland alongside the
M54.

Landform

A broadly flat landform, ranging
from 125m in the west to 130m
AOD in the east.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The majority of fields are
irregular, and a result of post-war
amalgamation or woodland
clearance.

'Natural'
character

The woodland along the M54
contains priority habitat
deciduous woodland. The mature
hedgerows within the area are
also valued natural features.

Built character

There are no built features within
the landscape area, except in the
north east where there is a lorry
parking area. Featherstone lies to
the immediate north of the area.

Recreational
character

There is a public access way
between Brookhouse Lane and
the M54.

Perceptual
aspects

The rural area is impacted by
proximity to the M54 to the south
and the Prison complex to the
east which impacts its tranquillity
and causes light pollution. An
overhead electricity line runs
through the centre of the area.

Settlement
setting

Visual
prominence

A1.250

The fields west of Brookhouse
Lane are post-medieval early
irregular enclosure, with some
boundary losses since the 1888
OS map.

The area separates Featherstone
from the M54. However the
inward looking nature of the
residential development and
woodland along the stream on the
southern settlement edge
encloses the village.
The flat landform and significant
enclosure by mature vegetation
along its boundaries means that
this area is not visually prominent
in the wider landscape.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL51
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Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with any designated landscapes of
promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL51s1

Size (ha)

Rating

30.66

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a low-moderate overall sensitivity to residential and/or employment development due to its
weak natural character and visual enclosure and the significantly impact of its proximity to modern large scale development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 170 (Housing); Ref: 397 (Housing); Ref: 647 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.251
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Landscape Area Reference

SL52

Area Ref SL52

Area Size (ha):

81.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The area is located immediately to the north of Featherstone and to the south of Shareshill. The settlement edge of
Featherstone marks the southern boundary, Feathersone Lane the western boundary and the settlement edge of Shareshill the
northern boundary. The eastern boundary is formed by the A449 Stafford Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.252

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL52

Area Ref SL52
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area is characterised by
medium scale fields north of the
brook, and smaller scale fields in
the south, some of which have
been further subdivided for horse
grazing. Hedgerows are variable,
with some post and rail
replacement.

Landform

A gently undulating landform,
with a small stream and
associated shallow valley in the
south, flowing westwards.
Elevation ranges from c.120m to
135m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields in the north and far west
are a combination of post-war
amalgamated fields and
post-1880s reorganised
piecemeal enclosure. There is also
a discrete area of artificial ponds
and lakes around Villa Farm in the
far east. Some mature hedgerows
are present that were also shown
on the 1888 OS map, and there
have also been hedgerow
removals and field enlargements
since this date.

'Natural'
character

Woodlands near Villa Farm and
Oaklands Farm are identified as
priority habitat deciduous
woodland. Other semi-natural
features within the area include
mature hedgerow trees, ponds, a
lake at Villa Farm and a brook.

Built character

Development is based along the
external roads, and consists of
farms and other detatched
properties, including the historic
farmsteads at Home Farm,
Featherstone Farm and
Whitehouse Farm (Featherstone
Farm and Home Farm have Grade
II listed agricutural buildings).
Shareshill and Featherstone lie to
the north and south of the area
respectively.

Recreational
character

Two PRoWs link Shareshill to
Featherstone Lane in the west
and Featherstone village in the
south.

Perceptual
aspects

A1.254

The A449 runs along the eastern
boundary, introducing road noise
within the area, which impacts on
tranquillity.

A relatively rural area, with some
scenic qualities and very few
buildings. It is not crossed by any
roads other than a small section
of Featherstone Lane. The area is
however impacted by its
proximity to adjacent settlement.
Tranquility increases in the north
west.

Fields in the south, east of
Featherstone Lane, are postmedieval small irregular
enclosures, bounded by mature
hedgerows and hedgerow trees,
many of which are shown on the
1888 OS map, indicating a strong
consistency of field pattern and
time depth.

Area Ref SL52
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Settlement
setting

The area provides an open rural
backdrop to Shareshill, including
the Grade II* listed Church of St
Mary and St Luke, and the
northern area of Featherstone.

Visual
prominence

The area is not visible in the
wider landscape as it is relatively
visually enclosed by mature
vegetation and the topography is
almost flat. Featherstone Lane is
enclosed by thick, tall
hedgerows.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with designated landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL52s1

The area provides a rural gap
separating Featherstone and
Sharehill.

Size (ha)

Rating

81.75

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development, predominantly due to its
relatively undisturbed rural character and importance in maintaining the separation between Shareshill and Featherstone, and
the small scale historic field pattern to the north of Featherstone.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 180 (Housing); Ref: 181 (Housing); Ref: 182 (Housing); Ref: 183 (Housing); Ref: 527 (Housing)

A1.255

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.256

Area Ref SL52

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL53

Area Ref SL53

Area Size (ha):

16ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Farmlands (north) and Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The landscape area is located north west of the rural settlement of Shareshill, which forms the eastern boundary. The southern
boundary is marked by Church Road, and field boundaries form the western border. The northern boundary follows the course
of the Saredon Brook.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.258

Area Ref SL53

Area Ref SL53
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

This is an area of small scale
fields, with strong enclosure by
mature hedgerows reinforcing
this small scale character.

Landform

The landform rises gently to the
south, away from the valley of
the Saredon Brook, which is a
locally distinctive feature.
Elevation ranges from below
115m along the valley bottom up
to c.135m AOD on the settlement
edge of Shareshill.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The fields are irregular in shape
and post-medieval in origin.
North of Orchard Lane fields are
early irregular enclosure and
south of Orchard Lane they are
formed by piecemeal enclosure.
In the north there are floodplain
fields.

'Natural'
character

There are no natural heritage
designations or identified priority
habitats within the area.
However, the hedgerow network
is mature and contains many
mature hedgerow trees. The
corridor of the Saredon Brook is
well wooded at this point and
contributes to the natural
character of the landscape.

Built character

Two farms form the existing built
character within the area:
Orchard Farm is a locally
designated historic farmstead
and Manor Farmhouse is Grade II
listed. Part of the historic core of
Shareshill village lies immediately
to the south and east of the area,
which includes part of the
churchyard of St Mary and St
Luke's Church (Grade II* listed).
This built character is important
to the landscape character within
the area.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.259

Two PRoWs run through the area.

Some traffic noise is audible from
the M6 to the east.

A relatively rural and tranquil
character, enclosed by hedgerows
and trees from the adjacent
settlement at Shareshill.

Area Ref SL53
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Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
for properties in the north of
Shareshill, and to the Grade II*
listed Church of St Mary and St
Luke. Mature hedgerows and
hedgerow trees limit views into
and out of the area, and Orchard
Lane has high banks which further
restrict views.

Visual
prominence

Despite having a gently sloping
landform, the area is not visually
prominent on the local landscape
because of the mature hedgerows
in the area.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with surrounding designated
landscapes or promoted
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL53s1

Size (ha)

Rating

15.97

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development due to its small scale historic
field pattern and role as a backdrop to the historic core of Sharehill.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 182 (Housing)

A1.260
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.261

Area Ref SL53
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Landscape Area Reference

SL54

Area Ref SL54

Area Size (ha):

14.6ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The landscape area is located immediately to the east of the rural settlement of Shareshill, which forms the western boundary.
The southern boundary is formed by the A460 and field boundaries form the eastern boundary. The northern boundary is
defined by the course of the Saredon Brook.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.263

Area Ref SL54

Area Ref SL54
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

This is an area of small scale
fields, with strong enclosure via
mature hedgerows and small
blocks of woodland. Most fields
have been subdivided by post
and wire fencing or horse tape
for livestock grazing or horse
paddocks.

Landform

A very gently sloping landform,
rising towards the south away
from the Saredon Brook in the
north, with elevation ranging from
just over 115m to c.130m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The entire area is characterised
by post-medieval small irregular
fields. Many of the historic
hedgerow field boundaries shown
on the 1888 OS map are still
extant, suggesting a strong time
depth to the landscape.

'Natural'
character

Woodland in the west is identified
as priority habitat deciduous
woodland. The field boundaries
are frequently formed by mature
hedgerows with many mature
trees, which are valued natural
features.

Built character

There are no buildings within the
area, other than small livestock
sheds. The landscape area is
adjacent to mostly modern
housing on the edge of Shareshill.

Recreational
character

There are three PRoWs allowing
access to the majority of the
area.

Perceptual
aspects

There is some noise pollution
from the M6 to the east, limiting
the tranquillity of the area.

Settlement
setting

Visual
prominence

A1.264

A relatively rural area, impacted
by proximity to the A460 and
Shareshill. The subdivision of
fields for livestock grazing also
imparts a slight urban fringe
influence on the landscape.
The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
for residential properties in the
east of Shareshill. The modern
settlement edge is screened by
mature vegetation in places.

The area has views north to
Saredon Hill, however it is not
prominent within the wider
landscape due to its topography
and enclosure by mature
hedgerows and hedgerow trees.

Area Ref SL54
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Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with any designated landscapes
or promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL54s1

Size (ha)

Rating

14.59

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to residential development, predominantly due to its
enclosed, small scale historic character and intimate visual relationship with the surrounding settlement, with some urbanising
influences.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 184 (Housing); Ref: 185 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.265
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Landscape Area Reference

SL55

Area Ref SL55

Area Size (ha):

121.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The area is located to the west of the M6 motorway (south west of Junction 11), which marks the eastern boundary. The A460
marks the western boundary. The southern boundary is formed by Hilton Lane and the north eastern settlement fringe of
Featherstone. Shareshill lies to the north west of the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.267

Area Ref SL55
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Medium to large scale fields with
some intact hedgerows
remaining. There has been some
subdivision of fields for horse
pasture, particularly around
Brookfield Farm.

Landform

There is a hill in the centre of the
area, up to 150m AOD. The
surrounding area slopes down
from this, with steeper slopes in
the north dropping to 125m AOD
near Junction 11 of the M6
motorway.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Most fields are post-war
amalgamated, although in the
north there are some post-1880s
re-organised piecemeal enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitats identified within
the area include deciduous
woodlands in the south west and
in the north deciduous woodland
and reedbed is designated as the
Brookfield Farm Local Wildlife Site
(SBI), and follows the course of a
stream. There are many mature
trees across the area that
contribute to the natural
character.

Built character

The M6 motorway and slip roads
associated with Junction 11 form
the eastern boundary. Settlement
in the area is limited to properties
along Hilton Lane, Brookfields
Farm Equestrian Centre, The Yells
Farm and a petrol station on the
A460.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.268

The area has a well-connected
network of local public rights of
way crossing the area, northsouth and east-west.

The area is rural in character,
although the M6 motorway
disrupts this in the east. There
has been some conversion of land
for horse paddocks.

The area provides some rural
backdrop for properties along
Hilton Lane, and there is a strong
wooded boundary south of Hilton
Lane. This provides a well
vegetated backdrop which can be
seen behind properties at
Featherstone. Shareshill does not

The south western corner of this
area is within a designated
Historic Landscape Area
associated with Hilton Hall,
probably established in the mid
to late 18th century, with some
landscaping work by Repton. This
part of the designation is now
agricultural fields.

Area Ref SL55
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benefit from this rural setting as
views are screened by a mature
trees and hedgerows.
Visual
prominence

The surrounding landscape is
undulating, and therefore this
area is not prominent.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The hills of Cannock Chase AONB
are visible on the skyline from
Hilton Lane. There is no other
inter-visibility with adjacent
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL55s1

Size (ha)

Rating

121.13

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This landscape is considered to have an overall moderate sensitivity to residential and employment development as the
majority of the criteria score moderate and no criteria override that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 172 (Housing); Ref: 651 (Employment)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.269
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Landscape Area Reference

SL56

Area Ref SL56

Area Size (ha):

28.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands and Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The landscape area is situated directly east of Featherstone and north of Junction 1 of the M54 motorway, which form the
western and southern boundaries respectively. The northern boundary is formed by Dark Lane and the eastern boundary by
unnamed roads and Hilton Park historic parkland.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.271
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Fields are medium to large scale
with remnant gappy hedgerows.

Landform

Land slopes gently upwards from
west to east with its lowest
elevation at 135m AOD and
highest at 150m AOD.

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The whole of this area is locally
designated as a Historic
Landscape Area reflecting the
importance of the historic
parkland associated with Hilton
Park which was laid out in the
mid-late 18th century. The
broadleaved plantation woodland
on the western edge of the area
along the A460 dates from the
19th century.

'Natural'
character

The woodland adjacent to the
A460 in the west is priority
habitat deciduous woodland.
There is additional woodland
between Tower House Farm and
the M54 motorway in the south,
and in the north east related to
the Lower Pool LWS (SBI) outside of the area, adjacent to
north eastern boundary.

Built character

Tower House Farm is the only
built feature, and is a designated
historic farmstead.

Recreational
character

There are no public rights of way
through this area.

Perceptual
aspects

The area has rural perceptual
qualities, however these are
impacted by the A460 Cannock
Road and M54 motorway. The
woodland along the A460
Cannock Road provides
separation from the urban
influence of Featherstone.

Settlement
setting

A1.272

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area provides some rural
backdrop for parts of
Featherstone to the north along
Dark Lane, although much of the
area is hidden behind a solid
corrugated metal fence.

The A460 and woodland forms a
strong settlement edge to
Featherstone, and development
here would not relate to the
wider settlement.
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Visual
prominence

The generally flat landform and
strong screening by plantation
woodland along the A460, and it
junction with the M54, results in
an enclosed landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The area is partly overlooked by
elevated areas within Hilton Park.

There is some limited intervisibility with adjacent Hilton Park
historic landscape.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL56s1

Size (ha)

Rating

28.06

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate overall sensitivity to development. The area has higher sensitivity due to its
relationship with Hilton Park and local designation as part of an Historic Landscape Area. However, the medium-large scale,
visual enclosure, lack of public access and influence of the major road network lowers sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.273
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Landscape Area Reference

SL57

Area Ref SL57

Area Size (ha):

95.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The area is located south of the M54 motorway, north east of Bushbury Hill. The M54 motorway marks the northern boundary,
the A460 Cannock Road, settlement boundary of Westcroft and Hilton Cross Business Park the western boundary and a
dismantled railway marks the southern boundary. The eastern boundary follows field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.275

Area Ref SL57

Area Ref SL57
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Medium to large scale fields with
few land divisions, which
increases the perceived scale of
the landscape.

Landform

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

'Natural'
character

Built character

Recreational
character

A1.276

Undulating topography ranging
from 140m AOD at the northern,
western and southern boundaries
rising to 185m AOD in the centre
of the area, north of Bognop
Road.
The area north of Bodnop Road is
designated as an Historic
Landscape Area, howerver a
history of quarrying and other
industrial uses have eroded the
landscape pattern in the north
and west of the area. The east of
the area contains fields formed by
piecemeal enclosure, but
reorganised post-war.
Deciduous woodland runs
adjacent to Westcroft and along
the disused railway and Bognop
Road, as well as lining the A460
Cannock Road between Bognop
Road and the M54 motorway.
There is mixed woodland on the
elevated land north of Bognop
Road and along the M54
motorway. A large water-filled
former gravel pit in the south
west is likely to provide seminatural habitats.
The Hilton Cross Business Park
There are the remains of a
and Hilton Main Industrial Estate
windmill at Mill Farm, which is
is located in the north western
also a historic farmstead.
part of the site. The M54
motorway marks the northern
boundary. The A460 Cannock
Road and the ribbon settlement of
Westcroft the west of the area.
There is an active sand and gravel
pit north of Bognop Road,
adjacent to the inductrial estate.
Overhead electricity lines and
pylons line the south western part
of the area and a
telecommunications mast is
located at Mill Farm. A disused
railway line runs along the
western and southern boundaries
of the area.
A PRoW runs to the west of the
Hilton Cross Business Park, while
the promoted Monarch's Way
runs west-east across the site
between Westcroft and Mill Farm/
Bognop Road. A cycle route is
located along the A460 Cannock
Road.
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Perceptual
aspects

Mineral extraction works, the M54
motorway in the north, the A460
Cannock Road in the west, and
Hilton Cross Business Park and
Hilton Main Industrial Estate
disturb this area.

Settlement
setting

The area provides little
contribution to the setting of
Westcroft, although woodland can
be seen behind properties.

Visual
prominence

The wooded hill north of Bognop
Road can be seen outside of the
area, however many of the
surrounding roads are enclosed
by vegetation, which reduces
views.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints on the OS
1:25k.

The area south of Bognop Road is
more rural.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL57s1

Size (ha)

Rating

53.24

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This area is considered to have low-moderate sensitivity to residential and/or employment development as the perceptual
character of the landscape is influenced the the proximity of large scale industrial buildings and infrastructure. The rural and
recreational character of the landscape provide an increased sensitivity to development in the south of the area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

Landscape Assessment Area
SL57s2

Size (ha)

Rating

42.57

Low

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This sub-area has a low sensitivity to employment development due to disturbance and activity from proximity to M54
motorway and A460, Hilton Cross Business Park and mineral extraction works.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 637 (Employment); Ref: 639 (Employment); Ref: 640 (Employment); Ref: 649 (Employment)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.278

Area Ref SL57
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Landscape Area Reference

SL58

Area Ref SL58

Area Size (ha):

157ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The area is located north of Wednesfield, which forms the southern and eastern boundaries. The settlement edge of Underhill
and Westcroft forms the western boundary, and the dismantled railway line and Blackhalve Lane the northern boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.280

Area Ref SL58

Area Ref SL58
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Predominantly medium to large
scale fields, located in the centre
and north east of the area. There
are some gappy hedgerows, but
most field boundaries are post
and wire fencing.

Landform

Post-war amalgamated large
fields have eroded any previous
time depth in the north of the
area, and south of Blackhalve
Lane.

'Natural'
character

There is possible priority habitat
lowland grass at the settlement
edge of Wood Hayes in the far
west of the area, and a limited
amount of deciduous woodland
along the dismantled railway on
the northern boundary. There are
small numbers of mature trees
and hedgerows within the area.

Built character

The area is surrounded on three
sides by the settlement of
Wednesfield. Two overhead
electricity lines cross the area.

Recreational
character

Settlement
setting

A1.281

Smaller scale fields in the west
around Wood Hayes and Oakley
Farm.

A gently undulating landform
falling from 170m AOD in the
north east to 150m AOD in the
west.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Perceptual
aspects

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

There are fields of small early
irregular enclosure at Oakley
Farm. There is ridge and furrow
to the east and west of Wood
Hayes Road and remaining
earthworks of a medieval moated
site east of Prestwood Farm.

Oakley Farm, Prestwood Farm
and Blackhalve Farm are all
historic farmsteads, forming
scattered settlement within the
area.

The promoted long distance trail
Monarch's Way runs north-south
through the centre of the area.
There is a PRoW on the eastern
border linking Blackhalve Lane
and Ashmore Park.
A rural area largely surrounded
by settlement. Two electricity
pylon lines run north west to
south east through the area.

The centre and north of the area
is more tranquil and has darker
skies.

The area provides an open, rural
backdrop to settlement at
Ashmore Park and Wood End east
and south of the area in
particular. The area provides a
more limited rural backdrop to
Scotlands to the west of the area
as the houses do not face towards
this landscape area. However,
open fields and some trees can be
seen from this part of the
settlement edge. Generally, this
area provides an open space

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL58
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between these settlement areas.
Visual
prominence

The area is relatively open in
views from the immediate
surroundings due to limited
hedgerows and trees. However,
the area does not form a visually
distinctive skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
promoted viewpoints on the OS
1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL58s1

Size (ha)

Rating

157.01

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area is considered to have an overall low-moderate sensitivity to residential development, as although there is limited time
depth and natural sensitivity, the area provides an open rural backdrop to the surrounding settlement edges.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 278 (Housing); Ref: 47 (Housing); Ref: 486a (Housing); Ref: 486b (Housing); Ref: 486c (Housing); Ref: 520 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.282
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Landscape Area Reference

SL59

Area Ref SL59

Area Size (ha):

89.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands and Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The area is located north of Ashmore Park and west of Essington. The M54 motorway slip with the M6 motorway forms the
northern boundary, the settlement edge of Essington the eastern boundary and Ashmore Park the southern boundary. The
western boundary is formed by footpaths along field boundaries leading from Ashmore Park to Bognop Road and then follows
field boundaries to the M54 motorway.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.284

Area Ref SL59
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The area comprises large scale
open arable farmland. There has
been some loss of field
boundaries in the north and
replacement with post and wire
fecing. Elsewhere in the area
mature hedgerows and in-field
trees create enclosure.

Landform

South of Bognop Road the
landscape is relatively flat ranging
from 170m along Kitchen Lane to
186m AOD at Bognop Road.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Most of the area consists of
irregular post-war amalgamated
fields and post-war reorganised
piecemeal enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats are limited
to a small area of priority habitat
deciduous woodland in the south
along the disused railway and
screen planting along the M54
motorway. Valued natural feature
include mature hedgerow/ in-field
trees, as well as trees along the
settlement edge.

Built character

The M54 motorway slip road
forms the northern boundary, and
the settlements of Essington and
Ashmore Park are to the east and
south respectively. Development
in this area is limited to School
Farm on Hobnock Road between
Essington and the motorway
corridor and Willenhall Rugby
Club house and pitches on
Bognop Road on the western
fringe of Essington.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.285

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

The land is more steeply sloping
north of Bognop Road, reaching
190m AOD before sloping down
towards the M54 motorway.

There are three PRoWs and two
cycleways through this area,
which are concentrated in the
southern half of the area. There is
no public access north of Bognop
Road. Allotments on High Hill and
the Essington Rugby Club provide
recreational opportunities for
some members of the community.

The area is impacted by proximity
to settlements and the M54
motorway. There are structures
associated with pig keeping
between Wulfran Way and
Bognop Road.

An open rural area, with the
majority of the fields in arable
use.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL59
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Settlement
setting

Essington is generally inward
facing, whereas the edge of
Ashmore Park (Wolverhampton) is
well vegetated, however the area
does still provide a rural backdrop
to both settlement edges. The
area to the south of Blackhalve
Lane play some role in providing
a gap between the southern
settlement of Essington and the
larger urban conurbation of
Wolverhampton to the south.

Visual
prominence

The area is visible in the local
landscape to the west as the
fields are open and medium scale
allowing mid-length views over
low hedgerows.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The Clent Hills, which have
promoted viewpoints, are visible
on the skyline to the south west
from the southern part of the
area. There is no other intervisibility with adjacent sensitive
landscapes or marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL59s1

Size (ha)

Rating

89.19

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Overall the area is considered to have low-moderate sensitivity to residential development as all the criteria score low or
moderate.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 159a (Housing); Ref: 471 (Housing); Ref: 679 (Housing)

A1.286
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.287

Area Ref SL59

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL60

Location and Landscape Character Context
The falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The area is located north of Essington and is bounded by the M54 and M6 motorways.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.288

Area Ref SL60

Area Size (ha):

21.4ha

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.289

Area Ref SL60

Area Ref SL60
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Medium to large scale fields with
degraded hedgerows and
overgrown hedgerow trees.
Vegetation along the M54 and M6
motorways provides some sense
of enclosure.

Landform

The area is largely flat, ranging
from 165m to 175m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The M54 and M6 motorways have
disrupted the landscape pattern.

'Natural'
character

The area is well treed, due to
planting along the M54 and M6
motorway corridors and contains
priority habitat deciduous
woodland including ancient
woodland.

Built character

The area is surrounded by the
M54 and M6 motorways. There
are two properties east of
Hobnock Road.

Recreational
character

There is no public access to this
area.

Perceptual
aspects

This open area is heavily
influenced by the surrounding
motorways.

Settlement
setting

There is no connection between
this area and the settlement edge
of Essington, due to intervening
vegetation.

Visual
prominence

The area is not visually prominent
and does not form a visually
distinctive skyline.

A1.290

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL60

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
designated landscapes or marked
viewpoints on the OS 1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL60s1

Size (ha)

Rating

21.36

Low

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This landscape is considered to have an overall low sensitivity to development, as the criteria score low except for the areas of
ancient broadleaved woodland.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.291

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL61

Area Ref SL61

Area Size (ha):

31ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located north east of Essington. The area is enclosed by the road network of the M6 J10 with the M54 motorway,
A462 Bursnips Road and B4156 Hobnock Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.292
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.293

Area Ref SL61

Area Ref SL61
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The north of the area has no
obvious field divisions. There is
one smaller scale field in the
south of the area marked by
shelterbelts and gappy
hedgerows.

Landform

A generally flat area at 170m
AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The simple pattern of
amalgamated fields is in the
process of restoration from use as
a brickworks.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitat deciduous
woodland lines the M6 motorway
in the west. There are some small
groups of trees and hedgerows
with occassional trees in the rest
of the area.

Built character

The M6 motorway and J10 slip
roads form the western boundary,
and the A462 Bursnips Road runs
from west to north.

Recreational
character

There are no PRoWs within this
area, although the A462 Bursnips
Road on the eastern boundary is
a cycle route.

Perceptual
aspects

An open area disturbed by the
enclosing road network of the M6
motorway, A462 Bursnips Road
and B4156 Hobnock Road and
former brickworks.

Settlement
setting

The area has no relationship with
Essington as it is separated by the
M6 motorway.

Visual
prominence

Woodland and mature vegetation
within the site and along the
majority of the boundaries
provides visual containment.

A1.294

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

There are two historic farmsteads
at Outfarm and Mitre Farm
Cottage. There are a few
detached properties along the
A462 Bursnips Road.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL61
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Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints on the OS
1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL61s1

Size (ha)

Rating

31.03

Low

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have low overall sensitivity to housing or employment development as the majority of criteria
score low and no criteria override that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: E15a (Employment or housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.295

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL62

Area Ref SL62

Area Size (ha):

100.6ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located to the north of Willenhall and east of Essington. The M6 motorway and J10 M54 motorway slip roads form
the north and eastern boundaries, the settlement edges of Willenhall and Essington form the southern and western boundaries
respectively.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.296
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.297

Area Ref SL62

Area Ref SL62
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Medium scale fields throughout
the area, edged by gappy
hedgerows or post and rail/ post
and wire fencing which makes the
area appear larger in scale.

Landform

Landform is relatively flat ranging
from 155m AOD to 180m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The field pattern consists of
mostly 18th/19th century planned
enclosure with some post-1880s
small replanned enclosure and
post-war amalgamated fields.

'Natural'
character

Built character

There are small areas of priority
habitat deciduous woodland
throughout the area, particularly
west of Brownshore Lane/ Kitchen
Lane. There is a large area of
priority habitat semi-improved
grassland south of Kitchen Lane.
Mature vegetation lines field and
road boundaries.
The M6 and M54 motorways run
along the north and east of the
area, and the A462 Bursnips Road
runs north-south, dissecting the
area. Settlement at Essington and
Willenhall lie to the south and
west respectively. Essington
Cemetery has recently been laid
out to the east of the A462.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.298

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

There are a number of properties
along Upper Sneyd Road, and two
farms, which are historic
farmsteads.

There are three PRoWs
throughout the area as well as
two cycleways. There is a
recreational area centred around
Brownshore Lakes on the south
eastern fringe of Essington.
The M6 motorway and proximity
to Essington and Ashmore Park
disturb the rural qualities of this
landscape.

The area makes some
contribution as a rural setting to
Essington and provides a gap
between the southern settlement
of Essington and the larger urban
conurbation of Wolverhampton /
Willenhall to the south. However
ribbon development extends from
the village to the south east and
joins to urban area. The
surrounding roads, including the
M6 to the north are well
vegetated, reducing views. Much

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL62
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of the settlement edge of
Essington benefits from an
undeveloped, wooded backdrop,
particularly around Brownshore
Lakes which provides a strong
boundary feature.
Visual
prominence

Screen planting along the M6
embankment to the north and
roadside vegetation screens the
area from views from the wider
countryside.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL62s1

Size (ha)

Rating

100.59

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Overall this landscape is considered to have low-moderate sensitivity to residential development as the majority of the criteria
score low and the higher sensitivity of the settlement setting, recreation and natural heritage increase the overall sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 150 (Housing); Ref: 151 (Housing); Ref: 154 (Housing); Ref: 159b (Housing); Ref: 160 (Housing); Ref: 163 (Housing);
Ref: 164 (Housing); Ref: 164a (Housing); Ref: 165 (Housing); Ref: 166 (Housing); Ref: 393 (Housing); Ref: 662 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.299
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Landscape Area Reference

SL63

Area Ref SL63

Area Size (ha):

134.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located north of Bloxwich, which forms the southern boundary. The A34 Stafford Road forms the eastern boundary,
the northern boundary is Long Lane and fields boundaries, and the western boundary is the B4210 Broad Lane. The area is
disected by the London to Midland railway line and disused Wyrley and Essington Canal which runs north-south through the
centre of the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.300
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.301

Area Ref SL63

Area Ref SL63
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Mixture of small scale fields and
land divisions west of the railway
line and medium scale fields to
the east. Field boundaries are low
sometimes gappy hedgerows with
occassional trees, in some places
replaced by post and wire
fencing, which increases the
perceived scale.

Landform

A generally flat landscape sloping
gently to the east from 165m to
145m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

North Walsall cemetery in the
south has eroded any time depth.
Some loss of field boundaries and
amalgamation in the east.

'Natural'
character

Built character

A1.302

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The fields pattern is 18th/19th
century irregular planned
enclosure fields which is more
evident in the west.

The disused Wyrley and Essington
canal is designated as a Local
Nature Reserve and Local Wildlife
Site (SBI) and includes some
priority habitat deciduous
woodland. Springhill Convert is a
small priority habitat deciduous
wood. The cemetery, canal and
railway line are bound by
woodland, and there are multiple
ponds and small water courses
likely to be important habitat.

A railway line and the Wyrley and
Essington Canal runs north-south
through the area. Ribbon
development extends along the
A34 Stafford Road, and includes a
large care home in the south east.
Springhill Farm lies on the
western boundary, to the south of
the linear hamlet of Springhill.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Newtown Farm and Springhill
Cottage are designated as historic
farmsteads however have large
modern outbuildings.

The towing path along the Wyrley
and Essington Canal is promoted
as part of the Forest of Mercia
Way.

Overhead power lines run south
west/north east through the area.
Roads to the east and west, as
well as the railway line and
associated structures disturb the
area.

Area Ref SL63
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Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
to Newtown and Springhill, which
have limited boundary vegetation.
Newtown Pool SINC and
woodland belts provide boundary
features along the settlement
edge of Bloxwich, howerver this is
offset by ribbon development
along the A34 Stafford Road.

Visual
prominence

Mature vegetation along roads
and railway line, as well as
hedgerow trees provide some
visual containment to this
relatively flat landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints on the OS
1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL63s1

Size (ha)

Rating

134.24

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have low-moderate overall sensitivity to residential development as many criteria score low,
although this is counter balanced by the higher sensitivity of visual prominence, settlement setting, natural heritage, built
heritage and landscape pattern increase the overall sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 200 (Housing); Ref: 207 (Housing); Ref: 492a (Housing)

A1.303
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.304

Area Ref SL63
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Landscape Area Reference

SL64

Area Ref SL64

Area Size (ha):

114.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located north of Bloxwich, and contains the eastern part of Newtown. The eastern boundary is formed by Fishley
Lane, the southern boundary by the district boundary, the western boundary by the A34 Stafford Road and the northern
boundary follows field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.305
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.306

Area Ref SL64

Area Ref SL64
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Medium scale fields, with smaller
divisions in the north east, east of
Cadman's Lane. There are few
hedgerows remaining, and those
which are extant are gappy. This
increases the perceived scale of
the landscape.

Landform

A very gently rolling landscape,
between 135m and 145m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fishley Park Leisure and golf
driving range in the far east has
eroded any time depth in this
area.

'Natural'
character

There are no designated natural
features within the area,
however, the remaining
hedgerows and mature trees
marking field boundaries
contribute to the natural
character.

Built character

The eastern side of Newtown
within this area consists of semidetached houses along the A34
Stafford Road. There are low rise
buildings associated with the golf
driving range in the east.

The majority of the area has a
pattern of 18th/19th century
planned enclosure.

Fishley Charity Farm is a historic
farmstead (Fairway Boarding
Kennels).

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Two sections of the Forest of
Mercia Trail footpath run in the
east of the area.

A rural landscape affected in the
west by the A34 Stafford Road
and residential ribbon
development at Newtown. There
is an overhead power line across
the far north west of the area.

Settlement
setting

Visual
prominence

A1.307

The north east of the area is
characterised early irregular
enclosure and post-medieval strip
fields.

Levels of tranquility increase to
the east with distance from the
A34.

The west of the area provides
some contribution as a rural
backdrop to Newtown. The
landscape is predominantly
glimpsed behind houses within
the settlement. It also provides a
rural approach to Bloxwich.
The area is visually contained by
the trees and hedgerows within it.
It is a non-prominent landscape
which does not form a visually
distinctive skyline.

Due to its location away from the
urban edge, development in this
area would not relate well to the
existing settlement.

Area Ref SL64
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Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little to no inter-visibility
with designated landscapes or
promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL64s1

Size (ha)

Rating

101.11

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate overall sensitivity to residential development as although many of the criteria
score low, the higher sensitivity of recreation, settlement setting, landscape pattern and scale increase the overall sensitivity
and development in this area would not relate to the existing settlement pattern. The qualities of the landscape character and
consequent sensitivities continue across the borough boundary to the south.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 106 (Housing); Ref: 492c (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL64s2

Size (ha)

Rating

12.98

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area to the east of Cadman's Lane (Forest of Mercia Trail) is characterised by a smaller scale field pattern of medieval
origins, and stronger perceptual qualities with distance form the A34, resulting in moderate-high sensitivity to residential or
employment development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

A1.308
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.309

Area Ref SL64
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Landscape Area Reference

SL65

Area Ref SL65

Area Size (ha):

157.3ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located east of Great Wyrley, which forms the western boundary. The A5 forms the short northern boundary, with
the M6 toll beyond, while the eastern and southern boundaries follow field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.310
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.311

Area Ref SL65

Area Ref SL65
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

An area predominantly comprising
regular shape, small scale fields,
with larger scale fields north of
Hazel Lane. There are some
remaining hedgerows north of
Jones Lane, however south of this
road the boundaries have
degraded and been replaced by
post and wire fences which
increases the sense of scale.

Landform

The landform gently slopes down
from 150m AOD in the west to
125m AOD in the east, towards
the Wash Brook.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A mixed landscape pattern of
piecemeal enclosure in the north
and south, early small rectilinear
fields south of Jacob's Hall Lane
and larger post-war amalgamated
fields between Hazel Lane and
Jacob's Hall Lane.

'Natural'
character

There are large conifers along
Hazel Lane.

Small areas of semi-natural
priority habitat deciduous
woodland including Silver
Wedding Wood in the south and
woodland north of Hazel Lane.
There is also an area of
broadleaved woodland in the
north of the area. There are
hedgerows across the area.

Built character

Oakenhayes and South Cannock
Farms in the south of the area
contain modern agricultural
buildings.

Little development throughout the
area. There are large detached
houses and a farm along Hazel
Lane, and more modern red brick
detached and semi-detached
properties along Jacob's Hall
Lane.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.312

The long distance Forest of
Mercia Trail has two branches in
the south of the area. There is a
Great Wyrley 7/8 footpath and
BOAT in the north. A public
sports pitch is at the west end of
Hazel Lane.
A rural area disturbed by the A5,
M6 and M6 toll to the north and
Great Wyrley to the west. There is
an active gravel works along
Hazel Lane.

The east and south of the area
are more tranquil, although there
are views to the north of
industrilal estates and pylons at
Cannock.

The area provides an open and
rural backdrop to Great Wyrley,
particularly as a rural approach
from the south.
The settlement edge is disjointed,
extending beyond the A34 as
linear development along Jacob's
Hall Lane or adjacent to the A5.

Area Ref SL65
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Visual
prominence

Strong roadside hedgerows limit
views into the area. This is a nonprominent landscape which does
not form a visually distinctive
skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There are limited views to
Cannock Chase AONB on the
skyline to the north east. There is
no inter-visibility with adjacent
sensitive landscapes or marked
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL65s1

Size (ha)

Rating

157.33

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have moderate overall sensitivity to residential development due to its mixed scale, landscape
pattern, percetual characteristics and settlement setting.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 134 (Housing); Ref: 418 (Housing); Ref: 440 (Housing); Ref: 525 (Housing); Ref: 526 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.313
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Landscape Area Reference

SL66

Area Ref SL66

Area Size (ha):

103.5ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands (south of Landywood Lane).
The area is located south and east of Landywood and Cheslyn Hay. The A34 forms the eastern boundary, the southern
boundary follows the route of a stream and the western and northern boundaries follow the settlement edge.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.314
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.315

Area Ref SL66

Area Ref SL66
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The landscape is characterised by
medium to large scale pastoral
fields in the north with small scale
fields east of the railway line.
Fields are bound by often gappy
hedgerows and hedgerow trees,
which are sometimes replaced by
post and wire fencing.

Landform

A generally flat landform, ranging
from 145m to 155m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The landscape pattern has been
disrupted by a history of mineral
extraction and the field pattern
between Cheslyn Hay and
Landywood has been lost or is
characterised by post-war
amalgamation.

To the south of Landywood, east
of Strawberry Lane, there is a
largely intact fields pattern of
post-medieval enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats are limited
to pockets of deciduous woodland
east of the railway line.

The Wyrley and Essington Canal,
which runs along the south
western boundary is designated
as a Local Nature Reserve and
Local Wildlife Site (SBI), and
priority woodland grows along
much of its length. Valued natural
features include boundary and
roadside hedgerows and mature
trees.

Built character

A railway line runs north-south
through the area, and the A34
forms the eastern boundary.
There is a small industrial estate
east of the railway, a cemetery
and Landywood Primary School.

Built heritage of importance of
landscape character includes the
small hamlet of Upper Landywood
and a number of unlisted historic
farmsteads, and the Grade II
listed Landywood Farm. The
Wyrley & Essington Canal runs
along the south western boundary
of the area.

Recreational
character

Public access is limited to a short
section of PRoW on the north
eastern boundary.

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.316

An open rural landscape, which is
strongly affected by the urban
influence the surrounding
settlement at Landywood and
Cheslyn Hay. Tranquility is
impacted by noise from the M6.
The settlement edge along Upper
Landywood Lane and Streets Lane
is relatively open, particularly to
the north.

The winding and hedged Holly
Lane provides a strong rural edge
to the southern settlement edge
of Landywood. The area provides
a rural approach and setting to
the village of Upper Landywood,
which reads as part of the wider
countryside.

The open rural area between
Streets Lane and Upper
Landywood Lane forms an
important part in the perception
of a gap between Great Wyrley
and Cheslyn Hay, contributing
positively as a rural backdrop to
both settlements.Low

Area Ref SL66
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Visual
prominence

A non-prominent landscape which
does not form a visually
distinctive skyline. Mature
roadside vegetation provides
screening and enclosure.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL66s1

Size (ha)

Rating

103.51

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This landscape is considered to have low-moderate overall sensitivity to residential development. The larger scale, generally flat
topography, together with lack of time depth in much of the area indicates lower sensitivity. However, this is counterbalanced
by the importance of the area in providing a rural gap between Great Wyrley and Cheslyn Hay. The strength of the landscape
pattern and rural perceptual qualities increase to the south of the area around Upper Landywood.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 136 (Housing); Ref: 137 (Housing); Ref: 536 (Housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.317
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Landscape Area Reference

SL67

Area Ref SL67

Area Size (ha):

87.6ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located west of Cheslyn Hay. The M6 forms the north west boundary. Saredon Road and the settlement boundary
forms the eastern boundary. The southern and eastern boundaries are formed by rights of way and field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.319

Area Ref SL67

Area Ref SL67
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Small to medium scale field
divisions north of Wolverhampton
Road, with remnant hedgerows.
Campions Wood Quarry in the
south interrupts the field pattern.

Landform

A generally flat landscape around
135m AOD, which is more
undualting in the north, gently
rising to 150m AOD towards the
M6 toll.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The working extraction site at
Campions Wood Quarry south of
Wolverhampton Road has eroded
time depth.

Landscape pattern of 18th/19th
century planned enclosure outside
of the Campions Wood Quarry.

'Natural'
character

Valued natural features include
the woodland belt along the route
of the M6 toll, and around the
quarry as well as remnant
hedgerows.

The Wyrley and Essington Canal
Local Nature Reserve and Local
Wildlife Site (SBI) includes
priority habitat deciduous
woodland.

Built character

The M6 toll forms the northern
boundary. Cheslyn Hay lies to the
east. Some detached properties
and low rise commerical buildings
along Wolverhampton Road.
There is one property and a
school car park along Saredon
Road.

Recreational
character

There is good access by PRoW,
particularly north of
Wolverhampton Road.

Perceptual
aspects

A rural area where tranquility is
disturbed by the M6 and M6 toll,
proximity to Cheslyn Hay and the
quarry south of Wolverhampton
Road. The area around the Wyrley
and Essington canal offers local
tranquility.

Settlement
setting

A1.320

The western settlement edge,
where it extends north of
Wolverhampton Road is more
open.

Mature vegetation along the
canal corridor and which extends
towards the quarry in the south
east provides a strong settlement
edge to the south west of
Cheslyn Hay. Development in this
area would have a poor
relationship with the settlement.

Area Ref SL67

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Visual
prominence

The area is relatively low-lying
and has no prominent landmarks
within it.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent designated landscapes
or promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL67s1

Size (ha)

Rating

87.58

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a low-moderate sensitivity to residential or employment development, as the criteria all
score low or moderate.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The canal corridor with its deciduous woodland provides a strong settlement edge to Cheslyn Hay, increasing sensitivity to
residential development to moderate in this area.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 116 (Housing); Ref: 130 (Housing); Ref: 523 (Housing); Ref: 660 (Employment); Ref: E49 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.321

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL68

Area Ref SL68

Area Size (ha):

57.5ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area is located northwest of Cheslyn Hay and is bound by the M6 toll and business park to the north. The northern
boundary is marked by the business park and M6 toll, and the short eastern boundary by the railway line. The southern
boundary follows the settlement boundary of Cheslyn Hay and the western boundary follows field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.323

Area Ref SL68

Area Ref SL68

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Changes in land use have dictated
the land divisions within this area.
Mature shelterbelts and trees
afford smaller perecived smaller
scale.

Landform

A generally flat landscape, around
120m-130m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Active extraction in the west,
plantations in the south and north
east, and a sports ground in the
east have removed any evidence
of time depth.

'Natural'
character

Valued natural features are
limited to small areas of priority
habitat deciduous woodland which
adjoin the clay pit and the
Hatherton Reservoir.

Built character

Built development within the area
is limited to the sports club
buildings in the east and
highways building related to the
M6 toll in the north west.

Recreational
character

Some access by PRoW through
the area. There is a recreation
ground in the south west.

Perceptual
aspects

The area is impacted by proximity
to the M6 toll, Cheslyn Hay to the
south and the active mineral
extraction works which exert an
urban influence.

Settlement
setting

The area provides a limited
backdrop to Cheslyn Hay as views
are limited by mature vegetation.

Visual
prominence

This is a non-prominent
landscape, and it does not form a
visually distinctive skyline.

A1.324

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL68

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL68s1

Size (ha)

Rating

57.51

Low

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have low overall sensitivity to both residential and employment development as the majority of
the criteria score low and no criteria override that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 119b (Housing); Ref: 120 (Housing); Ref: 489 (Housing); Ref: E50 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.325

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL69

Area Ref SL69

Area Size (ha):

64.5ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located north of Cheslyn Hay and south of Bridgtown (Cannock). The north and north eastern boundaries are formed
by the edge of the Wyrley Brook retail park. The southern boundary is formed by the A460/M6 toll, and the western boundary
by the A4601.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.327

Area Ref SL69

Area Ref SL69
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

A medium scale landscape, with
some intact hedgerows, while
others have been replaced by
post and rail fencing which
increases the sense of scale.

Landform

The landform rises from 115m to
145m AOD to Lodge Hill in the
centre of the area.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A field pattern of 18th/19th
century planned enclosure.

'Natural'
character

A small area of priority habitat
deciduous woodland which runs
along the Saredon Brook in the
north east. Other valued natural
features include woodland around
Lodge Farm and extant
hedgerows.

Built character

Modern development within and
adjacent to the area detracts from
landscape character. This includes
the busy road network
surrounding the site (A460/M6
Toll and A4601), a
telecommunications mast on
Lodge Hill and an overhead
electricity route with large pylons
which crosses the area, and large
scale industrial buildings atWyrley
Brook retail park north of the
area and Hawkins Drive works to
the south east.

Recreational
character

Limited public access except for a
PRoW which runs east-west in the
north of the area, and another in
the far south.

Perceptual
aspects

Perceptual qualities of this open
area are negatively affected by
the encircling road network, the
proximity to industrial and retail
parks to the north and south east
and the overhead electricity route
which detract from a sense of
tranquility or remoteness.

Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
to the residential properties in the
south, however the road network
and intervening industrial estate
separates it from residential areas
in Cannock and Cheslyn Hay.

A1.328

The area is largely undeveloped
except for some residential
properties in the south and two
farmsteads (Lodge Farm is an
unlisted historic farmstead).

Lodge Hill provides topographical
separation between the industrial
areas of Cheslyn Hay and those of
Cannock.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL69

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Visual
prominence

Due to its elevated topography,
there are some glimpsed views of
Lodge Hill from Cheslyn Hay,
however the area is largely
enclosed by thick roadside
vegetation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is no inter-visibility with
any designated landscapes or
promoted view points on the OS
1:25k.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL69s1

Size (ha)

Rating

64.48

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a low-moderate overall sensitivity to residential or employment development, particularly
due to limited natural features and modern development within and adjacent to the area which detract from landscape
character and lowers perceptual qualities.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
More elevated slopes of Lodge Hill which have inter-visibility with the wider landscape would have moderate sensitivity to
development.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 202 (Housing); Ref: 624 (Housing); Ref: 650 (Employment); Ref: E48 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.329

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL70

Area Ref SL70

Area Size (ha):

67.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Heathlands and Coalfield Farmlands.
The area is located south of the A5 and surrounds the settlement of Wedge's Mills. The northern boundary is formed by the A5,
the eastern boundary by the settlement edge of Wedge's Mills and the small southern boundary by Saredon Road. The western
edge is defined by field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL70

Area Ref SL70
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The landscape characterised by
small to medium scale fields, both
pastoral and arable, bound by low
hedgerows, sometimes replaced
by post and wire fencing.

Landform

This is a generally flat area
between 120-125m AOD which
lies between two hills.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

South of Wood Lane the field
pattern is characterised by
18th/19th century planned
enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Areas of semi-natural habitats
including deciduous woodland and
floodplain grazing marsh along
the Saredon Brook and deciduous
woodland plantation on the
settlement boundary of Wedge's
Mill. Valued natural features
include hedgerow and in-field
trees throughout the area.

Built character

Linear development pattern of
residential properties and
industrial units concentration
along the A5 and A4601
Wolverhampton Road. The small
modern settlement of Wedge's
Mills lies to the east of the area.
An overhead electricity route runs
though the south of the area.

Recreational
character

The area is largely inaccessible
except for a PRoW running along
the western boundary from Wood
Lane.

Perceptual
aspects

Rural tranquility is influenced by
proximity to industrial units along
the A5 at Bridgtown to the east
and M6/M6 Toll to the south,
although these are often screened
by intervening vegetation.

Settlement
setting

A1.332

There is a greater experience of
rural character and tranquility in
the centre of the area along Wood
Lane.

The area provides a rural
backdrop to Wedge's Mills, and a
rural approach to the village along
Wood Lane.

A predominance of intact postmedieval field patterns between
the A5 and Wood Lane including
small rectilinear fields and
miscellaneous floodplain fields
along the course of the Saredon
Brook.

Area Ref SL70
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Visual
prominence

Mature woodland and tree belts to
the north and south of the area
provide significant visual
enclosure, screening this low lying
area from development along the
A5 to the north and the motoways
to the south.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

No inter-visibility with designated
landscapes or promoted
viewpoints on OS 1:25k.

Despite its low lying topography,
open views to the west to the
hillside at Great Saredon link the
area to the wider countryside in
that direction.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL70s1

Size (ha)

Rating

67.18

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area is considered to have an overall moderate sensitivity to residential and employment development. The absense of
prounced landform features, the combination of open and enclosured areas, the presense of prominent overhead electricity
routes, and noise from the surrounding road network lower sensitivity. This is counterbalanced by the predominance of natural
features and a medieval field system concentrated along the course of the Saredon Brook which raises sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 203 (Housing); Ref: E47 (Employment or housing)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.333
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Landscape Area Reference

SL71

Area Ref SL71

Area Size (ha):

99.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Plateau Farmlands.
The area is located west of Cannock, which forms the eastern boundary and north of the A5. Church Lane forms the western
boundary and Church Lane/Sandy Lane the northern boundary.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.334

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.335

Area Ref SL71

Area Ref SL71
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The landscape is characterised by
small scale fields bounded by
hedgerows. There has been some
replacement with post and rail. A
larger field in the west has been
subdivided for horse grazing by
horse tape and post and wire
fencing.

Landform

A rounded hill which rises from
115m to 141m AOD in the centre.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A predominance of post-1880s
reorganised piecemeal enclosure
fields. The HER indicates evidence
of a medieval moated site and
fishponds in woodland on the
settlement edge and of medieval
or post-medieval field boundaries
in the north east of the area.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats are limited
to priority habitat deciduous
woodland along the settlement
edge. Natural features of value
include hedgerows, mature
hedgerows and in-field trees.

Built character

Commerical and residential
development on the edge of
Cannock is located along the A5
to the south east.

The small historic settlements of
Hatherton and Four Crosses are
located on the edge of the area
including the unlisted church of St
Saviour's and a number of historic
farmsteads including Tumbledown
Farm, Royal's Farm and its
outfarm. The Grade II Listed
Longford Lodge is located along
the A5 Watling Road.

Recreational
character

There is good access by PRoWs
throughout the area.

Perceptual
aspects

A rural area crossed by narrow
vegetated lanes, but impacted by
proximity to Cannock to the east
and particularly to the south east
by commerical development along
the A5. Tranquility is impacted to
the south by road noise from the
A5.

Settlement
setting

A1.336

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Mature woodland along much of
the length of the settlement
edge, separates residential areas
of Cannock from the surrounding
countryside, and development
here would have a poor
relationship with the settlement.

Area Ref SL71

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Visual
prominence

Despite its rising slopes, mature
vegetation along field boundary
and roadsides visually encloses
the landscape in most areas.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL71s1

The area is located immediately
to the south of the the Cannock
Chase AONB and there is intervisibility with the AONB from the
north of the area as well as the
historic parkland around
Hatherton Hall (not on the
Historic England Register of Parks
and Gardens, but locally
designated as a Historic
Landscape Area).

Size (ha)

Rating

99.83

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area has an overall moderate sensitivity to residential development, as the majority of the criteria score moderate and no
criteria override that judgement.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Stronger rural perceptual qualities to the north of the area, away from the A5, and its inter-visibility with Cannock Chase AONB
to the north, result in higher sensitivity to residential development, which is reinforced by the strongly wooded settlement
boundary.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 474 (Housing); Ref: 676 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.337

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL72

Area Ref SL72

Area Size (ha):

22.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Farmlands.
The area is located north west of Cannock and south of Shoal Hill Common, which forms the northern and eastern boundaries.
The south eastern boundary is formed by the settlement edge of Cannock along Sandy Lane. Church Lane, Church Road and
Parkside Lane form the south western and western boundaries.
The area lies within Cannock Chase AONB.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.339

Area Ref SL72

Area Ref SL72
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Small scale hedged fields,
sometimes replaced by post and
rail or post and wire fencing.

Landform

A gently sloping landform, rising
to the east, from 125m AOD to
150m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

'Natural'
character

A predominance of 19th century
piecemeal enclosure.

The area has limited semi-natural
habitats. The hedgerows,
hedgerow trees and occasional in
field trees are valued natural
features.

Built character

Recreational
character

Built features of importance to
landscape character include the
historic farmstead of Shoal Hill
Farm and the stone built
boundary wall enclosing the
adjacent historic parkland of
Hatherton Hall. The residential
settlement edge of Cannock
borders the eastern boundary of
the area and there are a few
detached houses along Sandy
Lane and Parkside Lane.
There is one PRoW connecting
Hatherton Hall and Parkside Lane
to Shoal Hill Common.

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.340

A rural area of small scale mixed
farmland influenced by its
proximity to the wooded
healthland landscape at Shoal Hill
Common and historic parkland at
Hatherton Hall, although
tranquility is disturbed by
proximity to Cannock.
Mature vegetation along Sandy
Lane adds to the rural setting of
this settlement edge of Cannock,
separating from the adjacent
countryside.

Area Ref SL72
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Visual
prominence

The area is not visually prominent
in the wider landscape due to
intervening vegetation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL72s1

The area lies within Cannock
Chase AONB, and therefore has
good inter-visibility with other
parts of the AONB including
Shoal Hill Common. The area is
adjacent to, and has good intervisibility with Hatherton Park (a
locally designated Historic
Landscape Area). The area acts
as an important rural gap
between the settlement edge and
Hatherton Park.

Size (ha)

Rating

22.68

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development. The majority of the criteria
score moderate or high, but its designation as part of AONB and the rural setting it provides to Shoal Hill Common and
Hatherton Park increase the sensitivity of the area to high.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 659 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.341

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL73

Area Ref SL73

Area Size (ha):

344.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Settled Heathlands and Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area is located north of the hamlets of Four Ashes in the west and Calf Heath in the east. The M6 forms the
eastern boundary, the A5 Watling Street the northern boundary and the A449 Stafford Road the western boundary. The
southern boundary is formed by Straight Mile, the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and the extent of the Four Ashes
industrial estate.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.343

Area Ref SL73

Area Ref SL73
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Small scale fields throughout the
most of the area, most of which
have intact hedgerows, some
bound by post and wire fencing.
The fields between the A449 and
railway line are predominantly of
a medium scale.

Landform

The landscape is flat, ranging
from 100m to 105m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The area is dominated by
18th/19th century planned
enclosure, with regular field
patterns, and an area of
post-1880s reorganised fields
between the A449 and railway.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats include
priority habitat deciduous
woodland in Calf Heath Wood,
Reservoir Plantation and along the
canal in the south. There is a very
small area of Priority Habitat
traditional orchard at Woodside
Farm. Valued natural features
include mature hedgerows and
occasional trees.

Built character

Modern development that detract
from landscape character include
The Four Ashes industrial estate
to the west of the area. Although
well contained by the railway line
and woodland, tall structures are
visible above the tree line. A busy
road network surrounds the area
including the M6, A5 and A449.
There are also extensive areas in
use for mineral extraction. Ribbon
development extends along the
A5.

Historic feature important to
landscape character include
unlisted historic farmsteads and
the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal with its two
Grade II listed buildings at Gailey
bridge.

Recreational
character

The majority of the area is not
publicly accessible.

The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal towpath is a
traffic-free cycle route, and there
is a footpath in the north west
connecting Croft Farm to the
A449. A small section of the Cross
Britain Way long distance footpath
runs along the A449.

Perceptual
aspects

The M6, A5, A449 and railway
line, and the Four Ashes industrial
estate, and overhead electricity
line all introduce urban elements
into the landscape. The quarries
and associated HGV movements
also result in noise disturbance.

A1.344

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL73
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Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
to residential properties in the
area, including the hamlet at Calf
Heath although many of the
properties are inward facing.

Visual
prominence

This is a very flat area and does
not form a distinctive skyline. The
area is largely contained by the
hedgerows within it.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little or no inter-visibility
with designated landscapes or
promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL73s1

Size (ha)

Rating

344.13

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This relatively extensive landscape area contains areas of strongly contrasting character, with large scale industry neighbouring
small scale mixed farmland. There are areas of scenic character, enclosed by wooded lanes, and also some more open fields
adjoining the A449. Overall the sensitivity of the landscape area to employment and residential development is judged to be
low-moderate, but this masks the aforementioned variations.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 633 (Employment or housing); Ref: 669 (Employment); Ref: 670 (Employment)

A1.345
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.346

Area Ref SL73
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Landscape Area Reference

SL74

Area Ref SL74

Area Size (ha):

231.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Ancient Clay Farmlands (west) and Settled Heathlands (east).
The landscape area is located to the south of Penkridge. It is bounded to the west by the A449 Stafford Road, to the south by
the A5 Watling Street, to the east by the M6, and to the north by field boundaries in an area of farmland adjoining Penkridge.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL74

Area Ref SL74
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

A mixture of small and medium
fields, with the smaller fields
concentrated in the south of the
area. The prevalence of enclosing
vegetation along the field
boundaries helps to limit the
sense of scale, although some
hedgerows have been replaced by
post and wire fencing.

Landform

Broadly flat landform throughout
the area, with elevation ranging
from 105m in the south to 92m
AOD in the north. A number of
small tribuatary streams of the
River Penk flow through this area,
but do not affect the flat
landform.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The area is dominated by
18th/19th century planned
enclosures, post-1880
reorganised enclosures and postwar amalgamated fields. There is
a mixture of regular and irregular
field boundaries.

'Natural'
character

Identified priority habitats are
limited to two small areas of
deciduous woodland, one of which
is within the grounds of South
Staffordshire College (formerly
Rodbaston Hall). Elsewhere, there
is a network of hedgerows,
hedgerow and streamside trees,
as well as areas of non-intensively
managed pasture/grassland and
scrub.

Built character

A number of modern buildings
and structures are present within
and alongside the area, including
two relatively large wind turbines,
a overhead electricity route and
the M6.

Historic features important to
landscape character are largely
absent, with the exception of the
Worcestershire and Staffordshire
canal, which runs through the
south east of the area.

Recreational
character

Two PRoWs run east to west
through the centre of the area.
There is also a traffic-free cycle
route along the canal towpath.

Perceptual
aspects

Some sense of rural character
away from the surrounding main
roads, but tranquillity is disturbed
by road noise. Large scale
modern features such as the wind
turbines and pylons limit the
sense of rurality.

A1.349

There is a small area of postmedieval piecemeal enclosure in
the west, north of the stream
corridor.

Area Ref SL74
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Settlement
setting

The area forms the immediate
backdrop to isolated properties
along Harrison Lane and other
lanes accessed off the A5,
however, it is physically
separated from any larger
settlements.

Visual
prominence

The area is non-prominent within
the wider landscape, due to the
combination of flat landform and
frequent enclosure provided by
hedgerow and streamside trees,
which limit long views.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent designated landscapes
or promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL74s1

Size (ha)

Rating

231.91

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
A relatively large area which contains areas of contrasting character, with open fields adjoining the A449 which are impacted by
road noise and large scale modern elements neighbouring relatively small scale more intimate areas, such as along the canal.
Overall the area is considered to have low-moderate sensitivity to residential development but this masks the variations present
within the area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 585 (Housing)

A1.350
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.351

Area Ref SL74
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Landscape Area Reference

SL75

Area Ref SL75

Area Size (ha):

96.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area surrounds the southern edge of Brewood, a large rural settlement situated in open countryside to the west
of Cannock.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL75

Area Ref SL75
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The landscape area is
characterised by small scale
fields with intimacy increased by
hedgerows and hedgerow trees.

Landform

Elevation here ranges from c.95m
to 115m AOD, with the lower
ground following the Chillington
Brook and the Shropshire Union
canal, rising to form shallow
valleys. The ridge to the south of
the village along Tinker's Lane
encloses the landscape to the
south.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Field patterns are varied in origin
with 18th/19th century enclosures
concentrated to east of Brewood
(mostly 18th to 19th century
planned enclosure and 19th
century reorganised piecemeal
enclosure). Some fields in the
west have been divided into small
scale fields for equine use.

'Natural'
character

Part of the Shropshire Union
Canal (Chillington Bridge) Local
Wildlife Site (SBI) lies within the
far south of the landscape area.
There are also areas of priority
habitat deciduous woodland
following the canal, together with
an extensive hedgerow network
and areas of non-intensively
managed grassland.

Built character

Modern ribbon development
follows roads out of the
settlement, including Coven Road
and Kiddemore Green Road, and
there are some settlement
clusters and farms.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.354

Areas of surviving post-medieval
enclosures, with eartworks
indicating areas of ridge and
furrow area concentrated to the
south and south west of the
historic core of Brewood and
along Kiddemore Green Road.
These areas have the strongest
time depth and are of high
sensitivity.

The Brewood Conservation Area
extends out into the landscape
area on the southern settlement
edge. Vernacular historic
buildings important to landscape
character within the area include
as a cluster of Grade II listed
buildings at Dean's Hall Farm,
and three Grade II listed bridges
over the canal.

Two long distance recreational
routes pass through the
landscape area; the Cross Britain
Way and the Staffordshire Way.
Other public rights of way
through this area include a
traffic-free cycle route along the
canal towpath.
Features such as pony paddocks
can have an urbanising effect on
the landscape.

Despite its proximity to Brewood,
the landscape has a sense of
rural character and tranquility
with a small scale intimacy
provided by rural lanes and
dense hedgerows. Built
development is often well
screened by hedgerow trees.

Area Ref SL75

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Settlement
setting

The settlement edge is weaker
where ribbon development
extends from the settlement,
particularly along Kiddemore
Green Road.

Visual
prominence

The area is semi-enclosed, with
some strongly enclosed areas
such as those between Brewood
and the Shropshire Union Canal,
and areas along the Chillington
Brook which are enclosed by the
rising landform.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is some inter-visibility
between the far south of the
landscape area and the wooded
avenue which is part of the Grade
II* Registered Park & Garden at
Chillington Hall, also a designated
Conservation Area and Historic
Landscape Area (situated outside
the landscape area, further to the
south and south west).

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL75s1

The area provides a rural
backdrop to much of the
southern settlement edge of
Brewood. This includes the
historic features and listed
buildings within the Brewood
Conservation Area, which
extends into the landscape area
along Dean Street and The
Pavement. There is consequently
a strong visual relationship with
the Chillington Brook valley and
the village. The spire of the
Grade I listed Church of St Mary
and St Chad is visually prominent
from many parts of the landscape
area.

Size (ha)

Rating

96.21

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Overall sensitivity of this landscape area to residential developent is judged to be high, due to the combination of historic field
patterns present, which are important to landscape character and contribute to scenic quality and biodiversity, its small scale,
occasionally intimate character with relatively strong rural perceptual qualities, and the strong visual and historical relationship
with the adjacent edge of Brewood, which includes parts of its Conservation Area.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The landscape to the south of Kiddemore Green Road has a moderate-high sensitivity due to the looser settlement pattern and
a medieval field system to the south of the road that has suffered amalgamation due to use as playing fields.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 062 (Housing); Ref: 067 (Housing); Ref: 074 (Housing); Ref: 075 (Housing); Ref: 075a (Housing); Ref: 076 (Housing);
Ref: 076a (Housing); Ref: 076b (Housing); Ref: 076c (Housing); Ref: 078 (Housing); Ref: 079 (Housing); Ref: 611 (Housing);
Ref: 616 (Housing); Ref: 674 (Housing); Ref: 675 (Housing)

A1.355
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.356

Area Ref SL75
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Landscape Area Reference

SL76

Area Ref SL76

Area Size (ha):

94.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area surrounds the northern edge of Brewood, a large rural settlement situated in open countryside to the west
of Cannock.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.358

Area Ref SL76

Area Ref SL76
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Small and medium scale fields in
mixed arable and pastoral use.
The well-maintained low
hedgerows increases the
perception of openness, however
this is counterbalanced by mature
hedgerow trees.

Landform

A very gently rolling landform ,
with elevation ranging between
90m AOD in the east to 110m
AOD in the west.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

'Natural'
character

Built character

Recreational
character

A1.359

Fields are predominantly
irregular, formed by postmedieval piecemeal enclosure and
there is evidence of ridge and
furrow earthworks. However, the
OS map of 1888 indicates there
have been quite extensive
subsequent field enlargements
and hedgerow boundary losses,
which has harmed the historic
field patterns and time depth of
the landscape. There is also a
small area of other parkland of
post-war origin in the east used
for sports pitches, as well as an
area of post-war industrial and
extractive land.

The Barnfield Sandbeds Local
Wildlife Site (SBI) is located to
the north of the settlement,
directly outside of the southern
boundary of the landscape area
and is an area of deciduous
woodland.

There are some areas of priority
habitat deciduous woodland on
the steep banks of the canal.
There are no natural heritage
designations within the landscape
area, however the remnant
hedgerow network as well as
some hedgerow and in-field trees
are valued natural features.

The Shropshire Union canal runs
in a deep cutting north to south
through the landscape area and
forms a strong landscape feature
on western edge of the village.
However, 20th century ribbon
housing development has
expanded from the historic core
along Kiddemore Green Road in
the west. Two schools, Brewood
Wharf, a depot and some sports
grounds extend beyond the
settlement in the east.

The Brewood Conservation Area
extends into the landscape area
along the Shropshire Union Canal
to the remains of a 19th wharf
(unlisted) and includes several
Grade II listed buildings on the
settlement edge, including St
Mary's Catholic Church.

The Staffordshire Way long
distance recreational route and a
traffic-free cycle route pass
through the landscape area
following the route of the
Shropshire Union canal. There
are also other public footpaths
within the area.

Area Ref SL76
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Perceptual
aspects

Despite its location immediately
adjacent to the settlement edge
of Brewood, the landscape area
has a relatively strong sense of
rural character and tranquillity,
crossed ony by quiet rural lanes
with no larger scale modern
development. The boats along the
canal add a colourful element to
the landscape.

Settlement
setting

The area contributes positively as
a scenic rural backdrop for
Brewood, and reads as part of
the wider countryside to the
north. The urban edge is strongly
defined by vegetation, particular
within the Conservation Area,
although ribbon development to
the west extends beyond the
Shropshire Union Canal.

Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The area is visible locally, and
from elevated areas of the wider
landscape, such as at Broom Hall.

There is little or no inter-visibility
with surrounding designated
landscapes or promoted
viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL76s1

Size (ha)

Rating

94.13

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
While parts of the landscape area have fewer extant historic field patterns than the area south of Brewood, it is nevertheless
relatively small in scale, displaying a scenic rural character and an important visual and historical relationship with the adjacent
settlement, and includes part of its Conservation Area. These attributes indicate an overall moderate-high sensitivity to
residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 054 (Housing); Ref: 065 (Housing); Ref: 376 (Housing); Ref: 658 (Housing); Ref: 674 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.361

Area Ref SL76

Area Ref SL77
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Landscape Area Reference

SL77

Area Size (ha):

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area is situated to the immediate south and east of the Bishops Wood settlement edge.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.362

83.8ha
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.363

Area Ref SL77
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The landscape scale is mixed,
with predominantly medium sized,
open arable fields with little
enclosure. There are some
smaller, more enclosed pasture
fields, paddocks and woodland in
the north and the east.

Landform

Rolling landform, which slopes
down sharply from the
settlement edge, from a
maximum elevation of 148m
AOD in the south down to
c.120m AOD in the north east. A
shallow stream valley in the
north results in topograpical
variety.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The centre and south of the area
is characterised by 18th/19th
century planned enclosures, with
an additional area of post-1800
irregular squatter enclosure north
of Kiddemore Green Road.

'Natural'
character

Valued natural features are
limited to two small, isolated
blocks of priority habitat
deciduous woodland, in the north
and the east of the area. Mature
in-field and hedgerow trees,
together with some managed
hedgerows, provide habitat
connectivity within the area.

Built character

Built features are limited within
this area, and include some
unlisted farmsteads and cottages,
plus a small sewage works in the
north off Ivetsey Bank Road.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.364

The northern half of the area is
characterised by large, irregular
post-medieval fields.

The Church of St John, located on
Kiddemore Green Road, is a
Grade II listed building. The
church spire forms a local
landmark. Church Farm is an
unlisted historic farmstead. There
are Grade II listed structures
within the grounds of Acorn
Cottage, which is just outside the
landscape area on Offoxey Road.

PRoWs cross the centre of the
area linking the village with
houses around Church Farm.
Other areas are publicly
inaccessible.

The area has a strong rural
character due to the absence of
any large scale modern features
and main roads. The rolling
landform to the north of the
village and around the church in
the south have a scenic quality
due to frequent mature trees and
hedgerows.

Area Ref SL77

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Settlement
setting

The area provides a strong rural
backdrop to Bishops Wood which
sits on a prominent ridge above
the surrounding coutryside.

Visual
prominence

Much of the area is characterised
by visually prominent open
slopes, which are visible from the
edges of Bishops Wood and from
the wider landscape beyond, due
to the absence of significant
enclosure by vegetation or
landform. The more rolling
landform to the north of the
village and around the church in
the south are more enclosed by
frequent mature trees and
hedgerows.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The south of the landscape area,
together with the settlement
edge along the high ground at
Tong Road and the local church
spire, forms part of the wider
backdrop, visible in long views
northwards from the edge of the
Grade II Boscobel House
Registered Park and Garden,
Scheduled Monument and
complex of listed buildings,
located further to the south on
Offoxey Road.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL77s1

Size (ha)

Rating

83.75

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The combination of relatively high visual prominence of much of this landscape due to the prominent ridge top position of the
village and the strong rural character and backdrop provided to the village, results in high landscape sensitivity to residential
development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 096 (Housing); Ref: 097 (Housing); Ref: 099 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.366

Area Ref SL77
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Landscape Area Reference

SL78

Area Ref SL78

Area Size (ha):

28.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area is located to the immediate north and west of the Bishops Wood settlement edge. The area boundary is
largely defined by an unclassified road linking Ivetsey Bank Road with Offoxey Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.368

Area Ref SL78

Area Ref SL78
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

A mixture of small and medium
scale fields, predominantly open
arable and pasture, with some
enclosure provided by hedgerows,
hedgerow trees and landform
which limits the sense of scale.

Landform

A gently undulating landform,
with a generally rise in elevation
from 125m in the north to 150m
AOD in the south. The south of
the area is generally flatter with a
more gentle incline.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The area is characterised by postmedieval large irregular fields,
bounded by some mature
hedgerows and frequent
hedgerow trees. There have been
some 20th century field
enlargements and associated
hedgerow removals. Further
division into horse paddocks are
associated with the settlement
edge.

'Natural'
character

There are no identified priority
habitats or ecological designations
within this landscape area. Valued
natural features are limited to the
network of hedgerows and
hedgerow trees forming the
boundaries to the arable and
pasture fields.

Built character

Built features are limited to an
unlisted historic farmstead Park
Oak Farm.

Recreational
character

One PRoW runs east to west in
the southern part of the area. The
remainder of the area is publicly
inaccessible.

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.369

The area has a relatively strong
sense of rural character and
tranquillity, with no large scale
modern features such as pylons,
and is not crossed by any main
roads.
The area forms the immediate
rural backdrop to the relatively
hard modern settlement edge of
Bishops Wood.

Area Ref SL78
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Visual
prominence

The area is locally prominent
when viewed from the edge of
Bishops Wood.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is potential long range
inter-visibility between the
landscape area and parts of the
Grade II* listed Weston Hall
Registered Park and Garden,
which is also a designated
Conservation Area and Historic
Landscape Area, located to the
west.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL78s1

Size (ha)

Rating

28.37

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Whilst the area has limited valued natural features, historic built character and the settlement edge has a relatively hard
modern edge, the landscape pattern is largely historic and the area has a relatively strong sense of rurality and tranquillity.
These attributes indicate an overall moderate-high sensitivity to residential and employment development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.370
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Landscape Area Reference

SL79

Area Ref SL79

Area Size (ha):

39.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area incorporates the north western outskirts of the settlement of Wheaton Aston, west of Cannock. The
Shropshire Union canal runs through the north east of the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views

A1.371
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.372

Area Ref SL79

Area Ref SL79
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Pastoral fields are small in scale,
with a strong hedgerow network
and frequent mature hedgerow
trees which contribute to the
human scale of the landscape.

Landform

Landform within the area is
broadly flat, with a gentle incline
upwards from 100m in the north
to 110m AOD in the south.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A strong landscape pattern of
small irregular post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure. There is a
strong continuity of field
boundaries with the landscape
shown on the OS 1888 map,
indicating few hedgerow
removals and a strong time
depth to the landscape. There
are also extensive earthworks
remains of medieval ridge and
furrow.

'Natural'
character

There are no identified priority
habitats or natural heritage
designations within the landscape
area. However, the strong
network of mature hedgerows
and hedgerow trees are valued
natural features providing
important habitats and
contributing to wider habitat
connectivity. This is particularly
relevant given the area's
proximity to the wildflower rich
floodplain meadows at Mottey
Meadows National Nature Reserve
(a designated SAC & SSSI), parts
of which are 500m to the west.

Built character

Buildings within the landscape
area are limited to a modern
school on Marston Road and an
unlisted historic farmstead on
Ivetsey Road. Historic built
character mainly relates to the
Shropshire Union canal in the
north east of the area, crossed by
two Grade II listed bridges. The
adjacent settlement edge of
Wheaton Aston is characterised
by predominantly 20th century
housing, following the expansion
of the village beyond its historic
core.

Recreational
character

There are several PRoWs passing
through the landscape area, and a
traffic-free cycle route follows the
canal.

A1.373

Area Ref SL79
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Perceptual
aspects

Despite its location immediately
adjacent to the modern
settlement edge of Wheaton
Aston, the landscape area has a
strong sense of rural character
and tranquillity, with no larger
scale modern development
present and no main roads.

Settlement
setting

The existing settlement edge
which adjoins the area, although
modern, is well defined by
Fenton House Lane and contained
by hedgerows and hedgerow
trees. The landscape area
provides an attractive rural
setting to these residential
properties, due to the scenic,
small scale historic field patterns
and density of hedgerows and
trees. Visual setting to the north
east is more limited, as it is
screened to an extent by
woodland following the canal.

Visual
prominence

Despite being prominent from the
edge of Wheaton Aston, the
landscape area is not visually
prominent within the wider
landscape, as it has a broadly flat
landform and relatively frequent
mature trees which screen longer
views. The area does not form a
visually distinctive skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL79s1

Size (ha)

Rating

39.09

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Overall sensitivity of this landscape area to residential development is judged to be moderate-high, due to the combination of
small scale historic field patterns which are important to landscape character, and natural character with strong rural perceptual
qualities, and the visual relationship with the edge of Wheaton Aston.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 094 (Housing); Ref: 378 (Housing); Ref: 608 (Housing); Ref: 610 (Housing); Ref: 619 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.375
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Landscape Area Reference

SL80

Area Ref SL80

Area Size (ha):

65.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The landscape area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
It is located on the south eastern outskirts of Wheaton Aston, to the west of Cannock. The Shropshire Union canal runs through
the east of the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.377

Area Ref SL80

Area Ref SL80
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are small scale, increasing
in size further from the
settlement edge. The landscape
area is open with field boundaries
sometimes defined by post and
rail fencing, although frequent
mature trees provide enclosure.

Landform

There is a slight dip in the
landform following the course of a
stream flowing northwards
through the centre of the
landscape area. The land gently
rises on either side of the stream
from c.95m up to c.110m AOD,
with relatively flat areas beyond
the watercourse.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

All fields within this landscape
area originate from piecemeal
enclosure and are irregular in
shape; some of which (such as
those in the east and in the
south) have been reorganised in
the industrial period or since the
1880s.

'Natural'
character

There are small pockets of priority
habitat deciduous woodland
alongside the stream corridor and
the canal, but no natural heritage
designations. The network of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees
are also valued natural features.

Built character

Recreational
character

A1.378

There is a modern sewage
treatment works adjacent to the
stream corridor; however, this is
low rise and well screened by
mature hedgerows and belts of
woodland.

Surviving post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure fields east
and west of the canal retain their
historic field boundaries with
mature hedgerows and hedgerow
trees and surviving evidence of
ridge and furrow earthworks.
There is also a small area of
miscellaneous floodplain fields,
also of post-medieval origin.
These field patterns have
remained broadly consistent
since the 1888 OS map,
indicating a strong time depth to
the much of this landscape.

The landscape area has a
relatively strong visual and
historical relationship with the
historic core of Wheaton Aston,
which includes a Conservation
Area centred on St Mary's Church
(Grade II*), and the surrounding
small scale unlisted
historic/vernacular buildings.
Although not particularly tall, the
church spire forms a local
landmark on the skyline. The
Shropshire Union canal in the
north east of the area, is crossed
by a Grade II listed bridge.

A network of public rights of way,
including public footpaths and a
traffic-free cycle route along the
Shropshire Union canal.

Area Ref SL80
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Perceptual
aspects

The landscape area has a strong
sense of rural character and
tranquillity, with no larger scale
modern development present and
no main roads. The experience of
dark night skies increases with
distance from the village.

Settlement
setting

Modern residential development
to the south west of the village
which has extended beyond the
historic core has a harsher
relationship with the adjacent
countryside and as the land rises
to the south, this area is more
enclosed from the wider
countryside.

Visual
prominence

Due to the relatively flat
topography the area is not
visually prominent within the
wider landscape. Local views are
sometimes screened by
vegetation, particularly the
settlement edge around the
sewage works which is well
screened by surounding
woodland.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent sensitive landscapes or
marked viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL80s1

The landscape with its small
winding lanes, floodplain stream
corridor and historic canal
extending from the village
provide a strong rural setting for
the settlement edge of Wheaton
Aston with its historic working
farms such as Brook House Farm.

Size (ha)

Rating

49.65

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Overall sensitivity of this landscape area to residential or employment development is judged to be moderate-high, due to the
combination of small scale historic field patterns, scenic quality, strong rural qualities, and the strong visual and historical
relationship with Wheaton Aston.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 090 (Housing); Ref: 091 (Housing); Ref: 382 (Housing); Ref: 426b (Housing); Ref: 663 (Employment)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL80s2

Size (ha)

Rating

16.06

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The harsher settlement edge to the south west of the village has a lower sensitivity to residential development, although this is
counterbalanced by its visual connection with the wider countryside, strong landscape pattern and perceptual qualities.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 092 (Housing); Ref: 377/093 (Housing); Ref: 379 (Housing); Ref: 614 (Housing)
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South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.380

Area Ref SL80
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Landscape Area Reference

SL81

Area Ref SL81

Area Size (ha):

219.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The area is located to the west and south west of Penkridge. Its eastern boundary is broadly defined by the railway line running
alongside the western settlement edge of Penkridge and the route of the A449 Stafford Road, and its western boundary is
broadly defined by the course of the River Penk.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.382

Area Ref SL81
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

A mixture of small and medium
fields, typically bounded by low
managed hedgerows, but there
are also some thicker/taller
hedgerows with hedgerow trees,
which increases enclosure and
further limits the sense of scale
within the landscape.

Landform

The landform is broadly flat
throughout the area, ranging in
elevation from c.81m AOD in the
north alongside the River Penk,
up to c.95m AOD in the south.
The valley landform is enclosed
by distant hills to the west, which
lie outside the area.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The area is characterised by early
reorganised piecemeal enclosure
in the south and west;
post-1880s reorganised
piecemeal enclosure in the north;
and 18th/19th century planned
and semi-planned enclosures in
the centre and north. There have
been comparatively few changes
to field boundaries (and boundary
removals) since the 1888 OS
map, except on the approach to
Penkridge along Pinfold Lane.

'Natural'
character

Identified priority habitats within
the area include a small block of
deciduous woodland in the south
west alongside the River Penk,
and a relatively extensive area of
floodplain grazing marsh
alongside the River Penk in the
far north. There is also a
relatively intact hedgerow
network with frequent hedgerow
trees, and a number of ponds
throughout the area.

Built character

A overhead electricity route
crosses the south and west of the
area. There is also overhead line
equipment along the railway line
in the east, although this is not
prominent on the skyline.

Recreational
character

The majority of the area is
publicly inaccessible.

A1.383

Post-medieval miscellaneous
floodplain fields alongside the
course of the River Penk have a
stronger time depth than the
remainder of the area.

Built features within the area
include a number of unlisted
historic farmsteads, the scenic
Grade II listed Cuttlestone Bridge
across the River Penk in the
north west and the Grade II
Hatherton Restaurant on Pinfold
Lane (now a hotel). The edge of
Penkridge Conservation Area in
the north is visible in the form of
a 19th century Grade II bridge
and viaduct across the railway
line.
There are PRoWs in the far north
and south east of the area.

Area Ref SL81
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Perceptual
aspects

Closer to Penkridge in the north,
there are some minor urban
fringe influences such as
Penkridge Sports and Recreation
Centre (Monkton), the Mercure
Hotel and a modern medical
centre building, plus some views
of housing on the edge of
Penkridge.

Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
and setting to the western edge
of Penkridge, which includes the
edge of the Penkridge
Conservation Area with is
distinctive church tower which is a
local landmark. The railway
provides a strong edge to the
existing settlement.

Visual
prominence

Parts of the area, particularly in
the east, are not visually
prominent within the wider
landscape, due to the broadly flat
landform and degree of enclosure
provided by the network of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent designated landscapes
or promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL81s1

The majority of the area has a
strong sense of rural character
and tranquillity, being crossed
only by rural lanes. These
qualities are strongest in the
west and include the river valley
with its scenic hump bank bridge
and more rural areas to the
south.

Some expansive views are
possible across large parts of the
area from Congreve Lane,
running on higher ground just
outside the western boundary of
this landscape area.

Size (ha)

Rating

219.39

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area has a relatively intact sense of rural character, and includes the scenic course of the River Penk. Historic built
character relates to scattered farmsteads and the edge of Penkridge in the north. Parts of the area are visually prominent from
along Congreve Lane in the west, and there are some modern detracting features such as pylons and urban fringe influences
near Penkridge. Taken in combination, these attributes indicate a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
West of Water Eaton Lane and Pinfold Lane, the landscape has a stronger sense of rural character and tranquillity, and a higher
scenic quality with more valued natural features, which indicate a high sensitivity.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 665 (Housing)

A1.384
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.385

Area Ref SL81
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Landscape Area Reference

SL82

Area Ref SL82

Area Size (ha):

59.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Ancient Clay Farmlands (west) and Settled Heathlands (east).
The landscape area is situated immediately to the south of Penkridge. It is bounded by the A449 Stafford Road in the west, the
M6 in the east and partly by a disused railway line in the south.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL82

Area Ref SL82

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields and land divisions are
mostly small scale, with frequent
human scale features such as
farmsteads, other houses and
cottages, trees and hedgerows.

Landform

The area is broadly flat, with
elevation ranging from c.95m to
c.87m AOD. A minor tributary of
the River Penk flows northwards
through the area, but this does
not affect the flat landform.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Post-1880s reorganised piecemeal
enclosure east of Otherton Lane.
Lyne Hill is identified as a
pre-1880s settlement. There have
been some hedgerow boundary
losses through the area post-war,
which has adversely affected its
time depth.

'Natural'
character

Limited areas of priority habitat
deciduous woodland are identified
along the disused railway corridor
and the M6. Elsewhere, valued
natural features include further
woodland along the railway
corridor, which has an important
role in habitat connectivity
through the area and beyond,
together with the remnant
hedgerow network and areas of
non-intensively managed
pasture/grassland and scrub.

Built character

There are some modern features
present which impart an urban
influence; notably a large new
housing estate under construction
north of Lyne Hill Lane.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.388

The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal is an historic
feature running through the east
of the area, and contributes to
landscape character.

There are some PRoWs crossing
this area, as well as a traffic-free
cycle route along the canal
towpath.

The sense of tranquillity is limited
by the area's proximity to the M6.

Otherton Lane passes through the
centre of the area and retains a
largely rural character, with some
scenic views.

The area provides a
backdrop/setting to the small
hamlet of Lyne Hill, as well as the
southern edge of Penkridge,
which is characterised by modern
housing, including a new housing
estate under construction on a
former industrial site north of
Lyne Hill Lane.

Some areas of post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure south and
west of Otherton Lane, including
isolated areas north of Lyne Hill
Lane which retain irregular field
boundaries and thick mature
hedgerows and hedgerow trees.

Otherton Farmhouse on Otherton
Lane is a Grade II listed building.

Area Ref SL82
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Visual
prominence

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Parts of the area have a degree of
prominence from the edge of
Penkridge and Lyne Hill, although
the broadly flat landform and
enclosure by frequent vegetation
means that expansive views of
the area are generally not
possible from the wider landscape
beyond.
Little or no inter-visibility with
adjacent designated landscapes
or promoted viewpoints.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL82s1

Size (ha)

Rating

59.13

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This is a small scale area which retains some sense of rural character, including some notable mature hedgerows and trees, but
which is also influenced by its proximity to the the urban fringe of Penkridge and the M6. Overall it is considered that the
landscape sensitivity to residential development is moderate.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 006 (Housing); Ref: 430 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.389
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Landscape Area Reference

SL83

Area Ref SL83

Area Size (ha):

138.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Settled Heathlands.
The area is located east of Penkridge. The western boundary is formed by the the M6 which runs along the settlement edge of
Penkridge. The northern boundary is Teddesley Road and the eastern and southern boundaries are formed by field boundaries.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.391
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Medium to large scale fields, in
both pastoral and arable use,
bounded by largely intact
hedgerow boundaries.

Landform

A generally flat area, ranging
between 95m and 106m AOD.
Tributary brooks cross the area
but do not greatly alter the flat
landform.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The area is characterised by postwar amalgamated fields.

'Natural'
character

Built character

There are small areas of
18th/19th century planned
enclosure and post-1880s
reorgainsed piecemeal enclosure
around Wolgarston High School,
plus an area of post-medieval
miscellaneous flood plain fields
which extend to Pillaton Old Hall
(outside the area). The HER
identifies medieval ridge and
furrow to the south of the area
and cropmarks which may
indicate a medieval field system.
Identified priority habitats include
floodplain grazing marsh, lowland
fen and deciduous woodland
located along the stream
corridors. There is also a
relatively intact hedgerow
network with hedgerow trees.
Deciduous woodland screen
planting along the M6 provides
valued natural habitat.

A number of modern buildings
and structures characterise the
area, including the M6 which runs
through the north of the area and
then forms the western boundary.
There are two schools within the
area, and a depot in the south
east.

Historic features important to
landsape character include the
historic farmstead at Longford
House and the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal with its
historic canal locks and bridges,
which runs north from Penkridge.

Recreational
character

The Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal towpath is
part of the regionally promoted
Staffordshire Way and a trafficfree cycle path. There are a few
PRoWs.

Perceptual
aspects

Some sense of rural character,
however the area is signficantly
impacted by noise from the
motorway. In the south east,
away from the motorway corridor,
there is a good experience of
'dark skies'.

A1.392

Higher Sensitivity to
Development
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Settlement
setting

The area to the north of
Penkridge provides an open
backdrop to the town.

Visual
prominence

This is a non prominent landscape
due to its flat topography and
further enclosure is provided by
woodland and mature vegetation.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is some limited intervisibility with Cannock Chase
AONB to the east from the B5012
Cannock Road. However this is
limited by distance and mature
roadside vegetation.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL83s1

The M6 provides a strong
boundary features along the
settlement edge of Penkridge,
severing any relationship
between the village and the
landscape to the east. This
separation is increased by screen
planting along the motorway
corridor.

Size (ha)

Rating

138.14

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This landscape is considered to have a moderate sensitivity to residential development. Whilst the area is generally flat, heavily
influenced by its proximity to the M6 and has a large scale field pattern, this is counterbalanced by areas with valued natural
and historic features. Furthermore, development to the east of the motoway corridor would have a poor relationship to the
existing settlement edge.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 005 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.394
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Landscape Area Reference

SL84

Area Ref SL84

Area Size (ha):

106ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The area is located north of Penkridge. The River Penk forms the eastern and southern boundary, Levedale Road, footpaths and
the railway form the western boundary, while the northern boundary is marked by a PRoW and Lower Drayton Lane.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Mixed scale landscape, with larger
arable and smaller pastoral fields,
with relatively intact hedgerows.

Landform

A gently rolling landscape, rising
to the north from the flat
floodplain along the River Penk
between 80m and 95m AOD. The
area is crossed by a number of
tributary streams, although these
do not affect the landform.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The area to the west of the A449
is characterised by 19th century
and post-war reorganised
piecemeal enclosure.

'Natural'
character

Priority habitat floodplain grazing
marsh is identified along the River
Penk. Elsewhere, valued natural
features include wooded areas
around Lower Drayton Farm in
the north, small deciduous
woodland copses often around
ponds and the network of
hedgerows.

Built character

Modern built features include a
small 20th century residential
estate which extends from
Penkridge, bound by the railway
to the west and river to the east.
There are also large agricultural
sheds and a container storage
area associated with Lower
Drayton Farm.

Recreational
character

The area is largely inaccessible,
except for PRoWs on the edge of
the area along the Penk valley
and along the norther boundary.
A very small part of the nationally
promoted Staffordshire Way runs
along Levedale Road within
Penkridge.

Perceptual
aspects

A1.397

Built features within the area are
limited to Old Drayton
Farmhouse, and unlisted historic
farmstead east of Chase Farm
along the A449.

A working agricultural landscape
which is impacted by its proximity
to Penkridge and disturbance
from the busy A449 trunkroad
and the more distant M6. The
experience of 'dark skies'
improves with distance from the
town.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

To the east of the A449, the
fields are identified as postmedieval piecemeal enclosure
with miscellaneous floodplain
fields along the river Penk with
surviving drains which indicate
greater time depth relating to the
former post-medieval water
meadow system.

Area Ref SL84
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Settlement
setting

Visual
prominence

Due to the rising topography, and
frequent hedgerows and copses,
the settlement edge is well
screened.

Due to the frequent hederows and
hedgerow trees, smaller fields
adjacent to the settlement edge
are more enclosed.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The area reads as part of the
wider countryside and provides a
rural backdrop to Penridge,
particularly to where it extends
from the public open space along
the Penk river valley. The railway
to the west provides a strong
boundary feature to the village
and development beyond this
would not relate well to the
settlement.
The rising topography to the
north of the area and larger scale
arable fields result in a more
open landscape, which is more
prominent in views from the
wider landscape, including to the
west of the railway line.

Some inter-visibility with the
wooded hills at Cannock Chase
AONB which is located 3.3km to
the east.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL84s1

Size (ha)

Rating

82.89

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development, particularly on the visually
prominent and open slopes to the north. The lower western valley slopes along the River Penk valley are also of moderate high
sensitivity due to their greater time depth, natural characteristics and the rural backdrop provided to the river floodplain as it
extends from the settlement edge.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Sensitivity decreases towards the lower more enclosed landscape along the settlement edge, west of the A499.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 010 (Housing); Ref: 420 (Housing); Ref: 584 (Housing)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL84s2

Size (ha)

Rating

23.08

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape has moderate sensitivity to residential development on the lower slopes closer to the settlement edge where the
landscape is visually enclosed by mature hedgerows and trees.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 420 (Housing); Ref: 584 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.399
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Landscape Area Reference

SL85

Area Ref SL85

Area Size (ha):

91.4ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The area is located west of Huntington. The eastern boundary is formed by the settlement boundary of Huntington and the
southern boundary by Shoal Hill Common. The western and northern boundary is formed by Cocksparrow Lane. Much of the
area lies within Cannock Chase AONB.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

There are no field boundaries
within this area.

Landform

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

An elevated and undulating
landform connecting to Shoal Hill
Common, rising from 165m to
196m AOD.

The site of an early 20th century
gravel quarry, a spoil tip in the
north east associated with
Littleton Colliery has eroded time
depth.

A heavily wooded landscape,
dominated by conifer plantations
around a restored open
landscape with remnant lowland
heath.

'Natural'
character

The well wooded area provides a
continuation of the Local Nature
Reserve and Local Wildlife Site
(SBI) at Shoal Hill, part of which
extends into the area and
woodland along the eastern
boundary forms Huntington Local
Wildlife Site. priority habitat
deciduous woodland in the north,
and east of the area. There is a
small amount of priority habitat
lowland heathland in the south of
the area.

Built character

Development is limited to a small
industrial area in the north west,
and an unlisted historic farmstead
west of Littleton Colleries.

Recreational
character

.

There are informal tracks
throughout the area extending
from the settlement edge and
Cannock Lake in the south is
popular for fishing. There is one
PRoW in the east.

Perceptual
aspects

A wooded undeveloped area
extending from Shoal Hill
Common.

Settlement
setting

The area provides an elevated
wooded backdrop to
Huntington.The settlement edge
of Huntington is located on the
eastern boundary but well
screened by woodland

A1.402
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Visual
prominence

The elevated wooded hillsides are
visible in views from the
surrounding area.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The southern part of the area is
within Cannock Chase AONB and
there is inter-visibility with Shoal
Hill Common, also with the
Cannock Chase AONB, to the
south.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL85s1

Size (ha)

Rating

91.35

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity due to it natural, recreational value and the wooded
setting it provides to Huntington. The landscape value of the area due to its designation as part of the Cannock Chase AONB
increases sensitivity to residential and employment development to high.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.403
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Landscape Area Reference

SL86

Area Ref SL86

Area Size (ha):

132.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Hills and Heaths.
The area is located east of Huntington and north of Cannock. The eastern boundary is formed by the district boundary. The
southern boundary is the settlement edge of Cannock, and the settlement edge of Huntington forms the western boundary. The
northern boundary follows a footpath along Badger's Hills. The majority of the area is within the Cannock Chase AONB.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Small to medium scale fields, in
mixed pastoral and arable use.
Hedgerow field boundaries are
sometimes degraded.

Landform

An elevated undulating landscape,
generally rising gently to the east
from 175m to 215m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

A predominance of 18th/19th
century planned enclosures, with
some post-war amalgamation.
The HER identifies a number of
cropmarks indicating postmedieval field boundaries. Chad's
Ditch is a Norman to postmedieval earthwork which runs
north-south, possibly marking the
parish boundary.

'Natural'
character

Semi-natural habitats are largely
absent and there are no natural
heritage designations or priority
habitats. However, an extensive
coniferous woodland at Cavan's
Wood extends as Huntington Belt
along the eastern edge of this
area, connecting to Badger's Hills
in Cannock Chase. Other natural
valued features include
hedgerows and some mature
hedgerows and in-field trees.

Built character

Built development is limited to a
community hub south of Limepit
Lane and a farm in the north
west.

Recreational
character

Informal tracks extend along
Huntington Belt connecting to
routes within the Badger's Hill
area of Cannock Chase and a
PRoW links Huntington to the
same area.

Perceptual
aspects

The rural character of this narrow
area is impacted by surrounding
settlement at Huntington.
However, an extensive woodland
belt separates the area from the
settlement edge of Cannock in
the east.

Settlement
setting

A1.406

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area provides a rural
backdrop to Huntington, including
new development along Limepit
Lane, although most properties
are inward looking. Cavan's
Wood provides a wooded
backdrop to the settlement edge
of Cannock and the southern part
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of Huntington. The area provides
an important role in separating
Huntington and Hednesford.

Visual
prominence

Mature vegetation along the
Huntington Belt and at Cavan's
Wood provide visual containment,
particularly to the south and to
some extent to the north.

The area is more prominent in
views from the west and from
higher elevations to the north
east.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL86s1

Much of this area is within
Cannock Chase AONB. There is
inter-visibility with other parts of
the AONB including Badger's Hills
to the north, and Shoal Hill to the
south west.

Size (ha)

Rating

132.22

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
This landscape is considered to have a moderate-high overall sensitivity to residential development, as the majority of the
criteria score moderate but part of the the area's designation as Cannock Chase AONB and its role in separating Huntington
and Hednesford increases its sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 017 (Housing); Ref: 022 (Housing); Ref: 591 (Housing); Ref: 592 (Housing)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.407
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Landscape Area Reference

SL87

Area Ref SL87

Area Size (ha):

48.2ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The area is located north west of Huntington. The settlement boundary of Huntington and the A34 form the eastern boundary.
The southern boundary is formed by the edge of the settlement and a woodland. The western boundary broadly follows field
boudaries, and the short northern border is Pottal Pool Road.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.409

Area Ref SL87

Area Ref SL87

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute
Scale

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

The north of the area contains the
Chase Golf Club, and as a result
there are no visible field divisions.

Varied field sizes in the south of
the area, with some hedged field
boundaries.

Landform

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

An elevated sloping landform
rising to the east from 150m to
175m AOD.

The golf course in north obscures
any time depth and the larger
fields in the centre of the area are
post-war amalgamations.

'Natural'
character

Built character

Time depth is the landscape is
limited to the smaller fields in the
south which are post-1880s small
replanned enclosures. A Historic
Landscape Area related to
Teddesley Park lies adjacent to
the area, north of Pottal Pool
Road.
There is limited semi-natural
habitat within this area with no
designations or priority habitat.
Valued natural features include
trees on the eastern edge of the
golf courses and along the
hedgerows.

Built development is limited to the
A34 which runs along part of the
eastern boundary.

Recreational
character

One PRoW leads from the
woodland associated with the
Littleton Colliery Spoil Mound to
Huntington. Chase Golf Course is
in the north of the area, and there
is a recreation ground along the
A34.

Perceptual
aspects

A semi-rural area where
tranquility is impacted by
proximity to Huntington and the
A34.

Settlement
setting

The area provides some
contribution as a rural backdrop
to the western settlement edge of
Huntington. However, the existing
harsh edge to the settlement,
which includes the Littleton
Business Park, could be better
integrated with the wider
coutryside.

A1.410

Higher Sensitivity to
Development
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Visual
prominence

The area provides part of the
wider rural setting to the public
open space on the elevated
Littleton Pit Mound and Shoal Hill
Common to the south.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL87s1

The area is immediately adjacent
to Cannock Chase AONB and a
Historic Landscape Area.
Although views are somewhat
limited by vegetation, there is
inter-visibility between the area
and the AONB and Teddesley
Park HLA to the east and north
east.

Size (ha)

Rating

48.17

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area is considered to have moderate overall sensitivity to residential or employment development. Its sensitivity derives
from the area's inter-visibility with the Cannock Chase AONB and Teddesley Park HLA particularly to the north of the area, as
well as the public open space at Littleton Pit Mound.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
None

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.411
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Landscape Area Reference

SL88

Area Ref SL88

Area Size (ha):

28.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The landscape area is situated south east of Stafford and contains the southern half of the village of Bednall. The northern
boundary is defined by Common Lane which runs through the village centre.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields here are small to medium
in scale, with those in the west
being slightly smaller than those
in the east. Fields are mostly
pastoral divided by intact
hedgerows.

Landform

Landform is gently sloping at an
elevation of c.100m AOD in the
west, rising to c.130m AOD in the
east.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields here are a mixture of
18th/19th century planned and
semi-planned enclosure and
industrial period piecemeal
enclosure. There is a strong
continuity of field boundaries
since the 1888 OS map.

'Natural'
character

There are no identified priority
habitats or natural heritage
designations within the area,
although the relatively intact
network of hedgerows and
mature hedgerow trees are
valued natural features which
contribute to wider habitat
connectivity.

Built character

The southern half of the village of
Bednall includes residential
properties, a church, a farm and a
school, which date from various
periods, including 20th century
housing.

Historic features include four
Grade II listed buildings,
including All Saints Church,
whose spire forms a local
landmark.

Recreational
character

There are several public rights of
way crossing this area, including
the Staffordshire Way promoted
recreational route.

Perceptual
aspects

This is a small area in close
proximity to Bednall village,
despite this, there is a relatively
strong sense of rural character
and tranquillity, with scenic views
south over surrounding farmland.
The area has a strong experience
of 'dark skies'.

Settlement
setting

The area provides a scenic rural
backdrop and setting for the
southern part of the settlement
of Bednall, which is relatively
nucleated along Common Lane
and School Lane. Some modern
housing extends in a linear
fashion along Vicarage Lane and
also overlooks the landscape
area.

A1.414
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Visual
prominence

The area is generally nonprominent within the wider
landscape, due to the combination
of gentle sloping landform and
significant enclosure from trees
and hedgerows. Some parts have
a greater openness and
prominence in localised views
from surrounding roads and
footpaths.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL88s1

The landscape area has intervisibility as part of the wider
landscape from more open and
elevated parts of the nearby
Cannock Chase AONB, situated in
relatively close proximity 500m
to the east, beyond the A34
Cannock Road.

Size (ha)

Rating

28.77

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape area has a relatively small scale and forms part of the immediate rural backdrop and setting to Bednall village;
exhibiting a strong sense of rural character and tranquillity, with a strong continuity of landscape pattern since the late 19th
century. There is also some inter-visibility with Cannock Chase AONB. These attributes indicate an overall high sensitivity to
residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 023 (Housing)

A1.415
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.416
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Landscape Area Reference

SL89

Area Ref SL89

Area Size (ha):

12.9ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The landscape area is situated south of Stafford and contains the northern half of the village of Bednall, with its southern
boundary defined by Common Lane, which runs through the village centre.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.418

Area Ref SL89

Area Ref SL89
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields here are small scale with
pastoral use. Field divisions are
mostly hedgerows with mature
trees. The area has a human
scale and is strongly related to
Bednall village, generally being
only one field deep away from
Common Lane.

Landform

The area is on a gentle slope with
an elevation of 110m in the west,
rising to 130m AOD in the east.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

The small scale irregular fields
here are of mixed origin,
including pre-1880s paddocks
and closes and post-medieval
piecemeal enclosure. There is a
strong continuity of field
boundaries since the 1888 OS
map, indicating a strong time
depth.

'Natural'
character

There are no identified priority
habitats or natural heritage
designations within the area,
although the relatively intact
network of hedgerows and
mature hedgerow trees are
valued natural features which
contribute to wider habitat
connectivity.

Built character

.

The landscape area contains the
northern half of the rural village
of Bednall including residential
properties and farms. The linear
village has expanded little since
the first edition OS, and the HER
identifies that some of these built
features are of post-medieval,
Victorian or Edwardian origin.
The road along the southern
edge is of Georgian origin. There
is a Grade II listed timber-framed
barn just north of Lower
Farmhouse on Common Lane.

Recreational
character

There are public rights of way
crossing this area including the
Staffordshire Way promoted
recreational route.

Perceptual
aspects

The landscape maintains a
characteristically rural feel of a
working agricultrual landscape
crossed by narrow hedged lanes.
It has a sense of tranquillity and
an experience of 'dark skies'.

A1.419
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Settlement
setting

Visual
prominence

The area provides the immediate
rural setting for the northern half
of the settlement of Bednall.

The area is not visually prominent
within the wider landscape,
although it is overlooked locally
by more elevated areas.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL89s1

The landscape area has intervisibility as part of the wider
landscape from more open and
elevated parts of the nearby
Cannock Chase AONB, situated in
relatively close proximity 350m
to the east, beyond the A34
Cannock Road.

Size (ha)

Rating

12.92

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape area has a relatively small scale and forms part of the immediate rural backdrop and setting to Bednall village;
exhibiting a strong sense of rural character and tranquillity, with a strong continuity of landscape pattern since the late 19th
century. There is also some inter-visibility with Cannock Chase AONB. These attributes indicate an overall high sensitivity to
residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 024 (Housing); Ref: 025 (Housing); Ref: 026 (Housing)

A1.420

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.421

Area Ref SL89
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Landscape Area Reference

SL90

Area Ref SL90

Area Size (ha):

22.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: River Meadowlands.
The landscape area is located on the southwestern outskirts of Acton Trussell, to the south of Stafford. Its boundaries are
defined by the M6 in the west, the Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal in the east and the River Penk in the south.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Area Ref SL90

Area Ref SL90
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Open arable fields are moderate
in scale; however the low field
divisions give the impression of a
larger scale pattern.

Landform

A flat floodplain with an elevation
of around 80m AOD.

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Floodplain fields defined by the
course of the River Penk and the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal. Given its continuity of
function as a floodplain meadow,
the area is likely to have
significant time depth, and is
adjacent to a Historic Landscape
Area to the south east.

'Natural'
character

Approximately half of the area,
east of the River Penk, is priority
habitat floodplain grazing marsh.
There are isolated trees along the
River Penk and the canal is
extensively tree lined, providing a
valued habitat corridor through
the landscape. The meandering
course of the River Penk has a
scenic, natural character that
contributes positively to overall
landscape character.

Built character

The area forms part of the
floodplain of the River Penk and
contains no built features.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.424

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

There are no public rights of way
or open access areas within the
landscape area.

The area has scenic value due to
the meandering course of the
River Penk through the floodplain
fields and colourful long boats
along the canal, however these
are compromised by the visual
impact and traffic noise of the M6.

Parts of the landscape area have
a strong visual relationship with
the Grade II* Church of St
James, which is situated on
higher ground to the east along
Penkridge Road. The Grade II
listed 16th century Moat House
Farm and Scheduled Monument
moated site are ajacent to the
north of the landscape area, and
forms part of its backdrop and
setting.
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Settlement
setting

The southern part of Acton
Trussell, which occupies slightly
higher ground to the north east,
benefits from the rural riverside
setting provided by this area
which separates the village from
the M6.

Visual
prominence

Tthe area is open in character and
is prominent from the M6;
however, its low-lying, flat
landform means it is not visually
prominent within the wider
landscape, and does not have a
prominent skyline.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is inter-visibility with the
Historic Landscape Area relating
to Teddesley Park to the south
east. There is a limited degree of
inter-visibility in long range views
with Cannock Chase AONB, due to
the limited extent of the
landscape area, the separation
distance of 3km and the
intervening landform and
vegetation.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL90s1

Size (ha)

Rating

22.12

Moderate - High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The floodplain character of the area, which includes the meandering course of the River Penk, has value from a scenic, priority
habitat and historic perspective, and provides part of the wider rural setting to Acton Trussell and several designated heritage
assets. Whilst the proximity to the M6 limits the area's sense of rurality and tranquillity, these attributes indicate a moderatehigh overall sensitivity to residential development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 029 (Housing)
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.426

Area Ref SL90
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Landscape Area Reference

SL91

Area Ref SL91

Area Size (ha):

78ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Types: Ancient Clay Farmlands and River Meadowlands.
The area is located between the villages of Dunston and Acton Trussell, to the south of Stafford. The M6 follows the outside of
the eastern edge of the landscape area and the A449 follows the western edge.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Fields are moderate in scale with
mixed arable and pastoral use.
Much of the area is open divided
only by post and wire fencing, or
into horse paddocks which
increases the sense of scale.

Landform

The landform slopes gently from
the M6 up to the A449 with
elevation ranging between 80m
and 95m AOD.

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

In the south stands of trees and
extant hedgerows maintain a
more human scale.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Field pattern is irregular with a
mix of origins including 19th
century early reorganised
piecemeal enclosure in the north,
and post-medieval piecemeal
enclosure in the south and east.
The large fields near the M6
junction are post-war
amalagamated fields.

'Natural'
character

There are isolated areas of
priority habitat deciduous
woodland around Dunston House
in the north, and at Cockpit
Plantation further south. Other
valued natural features include
hedgerows and hedgerow trees
alongside the A449 and M6, and
as field boundaries in the south of
the area.

Built character

There is a large farm complex,
including modern storage sheds,
in the north. A number of 19th
and 20th century properties front
onto the A449 further south
within the area.

Recreational
character

There are some public rights of
way that cross the area
connecting Dunston with Acton
Trussell across the M6.

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.429

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

The area has rural qualities;
however it is significantly
influenced by the surrounding
busy roads, both of which are
visible and audible throughout the
landscape area.
The area provides some
contribution as a setting for parts
of Dunston as well as being
overlooked from elevated parts of
Acton Trussell.

Post-medieval enclosure have a
stronger historic character and
time depth.

Dunston House and Dunston
Farmhouse are Grade II listed
buildings situated in the north of
the area.
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Visual
prominence

Due to its sloping landform and
openess, the area is locally
visible, particularly from Acton
Trussel and from the M6.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The area is visible as part of the
wider landscape in long distance
views from some elevated areas
in Cannock Chase AONB, 3.3km
to the east.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL91s1

Size (ha)

Rating

77.97

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area is judged to have an overall low-moderate sensitivity to residential and employment development, due to its location
between busy roads and limited valued natural features.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 028 (Housing); Ref: 029 (Housing); Ref: 487 (Housing); Ref: 631 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.430
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Landscape Area Reference

SL92

Area Ref SL92

Area Size (ha):

125.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The area is situated to the south of Stafford and west of the village of Dunston. Its boundaries are formed in the east by the
A449 Stafford Road, in the north and west by School Lane, and in the south by field boundaries. It is bisected north to south by
a railway line.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.432

Area Ref SL92

Area Ref SL92

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are a mixture of small and
medium scale and are
predominantly in arable use,
although there is some pasture
and horse paddocks. Relatively
frequent intact hedgerows,
hedgerow trees and in-field trees
help maintain a human scale to
the area.

Landform

Topography is very gently
undulating, ranging between 80m
and 90m AOD, with a stream
flowing north, creating a very
shallow central valley.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Most fields within the area are
early reorganised piecemeal
enclosure or 18th/19th century
planned enclosure. Several fields
have been enlarged via hedgerow
removals since the 1888 OS map,
which has affected time depth,
but the overall landscape pattern
has remained consistent. There is
an area of 19th century historic
parkland around Dunston House
in the north east.

'Natural'
character

There are pockets of priority
habitat deciduous woodland
around Dunston House and
alongside the western boundary
of the area. There is a relatively
strong and intact network of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees,
which provides further valued
natural features.

Built character

Built features include the small
village of Dunston, scattered
farms, a manor house and the
railway line running north to
south through the area. Drayton
Manor (now operating as a rural
business park) and Home Farm
are identified on the HER as 19th
century model farm complexes.

Recreational
character

The area has some recreational
value, with public footpaths
extending from Dunston.

Perceptual
aspects

The area is characteristically rural
although it is disturbed by busy
traffic on the A449 Stafford Road
and the more distant audible
intrustion from the M6. Tranquility
is also disturbed by intermittent
noise from passing trains.

A1.433

St Leonard's Church and the
former stable block of Dunston
Hall are Grade II listed buildings
in the north of the area, close to
the A449. The church spire forms
a local landmark on the skyline.

Area Ref SL92
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Settlement
setting

The area forms a rural backdrop
for the nucleated hamlet of
Dunston with views across the
fields to the church spire of St
Leonard, although the settlement
edge is loose.

Visual
prominence

The area is relatively open and
overlooked from rising land to the
west.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is some inter-visibility in
long range views with elevated
areas in Cannock Chase AONB,
3.7km to the east.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL92s1

Size (ha)

Rating

125.09

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape is judged to have an overall moderate sensitivity to residential and employment development, due to the
combination of individual attribute sensitivities identified above.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 029 (Housing); Ref: 631 (Employment)
Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.434

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Area Reference

SL93

Area Ref SL93

Area Size (ha):

54.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area is located south of Stafford and west of Dunston and the M6. The south western boundary of the area is
defined by Long Lane and the south eastern boundary by School Lane. Other boundaries are marked by field boundaries or
public rights of way.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Fields are moderate to small in
scale, with frequent mature
hedgerow trees which maintain
the human scale character within
the area.

Landform

The topography within the area is
broadly flat, ranging in elevation
between 85m and 95m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields are largely irregular and
date predominantly from the 19th
century. They include piecemeal
enclosures across the majority of
the area, planned enclosures
bounding Long Lane and large,
irregular reorganised fields in the
north west. Comparison with the
OS 1888 map indicates some
20th century field enlargements
have taken place via hedgerow
removals, but the overall field
pattern remains consistent.

'Natural'
character

There are no identified priority
habitats or natural heritage
designations within this area.
Although hedgerow removals
have taken place, there remains a
partial network of hedgerows
throughout the area containing
numerous hedgerow trees, which
constitute valued natural features.

Built character

The only built feature within the
landscape area is Dunston Heath
Farm, which comprises fairly
small scale 19th and 20th century
buildings and storage sheds, none
of which are listed. There are no
large scale modern built features
within the area.

Recreational
character

There are some public rights of
way within and along the
boundaries of the landscape area.

Perceptual
aspects

The area has a relatively strong
sense of rural character and
tranquillity, with scattered farms
connected by rural lanes.
However, the M6 is visible and
audible in the distance to the west
and disturbs tranquility.

A1.437

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL93
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Settlement
setting

Visual
prominence

The area provides some rural
visual setting at a localised level
to isolated properties and
farmsteads around Dunston and
Dunston Heath, but does not have
a notable visual relationship with
any larger settlements.

Due to its flat elevation and
degree of screening by trees and
hedgerows, the area is not
visually prominent within the
wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is a degree of long range
inter-visibility with some areas of
Cannock Chase AONB, 4.5km to
the east.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL93s1

Size (ha)

Rating

54.72

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The landscape area is judged to have an overall moderate sensitivity to residential development, due to the combination of
individual attribute sensitivities identified above.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 029 (Housing)

A1.438
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.439

Area Ref SL93
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Landscape Area Reference

SL94

Area Ref SL94

Area Size (ha):

71.7ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area is located to the south of the southern settlement edge of Stafford and to the north of Dunston, with the M6
and A449 Stafford Road forming its eastern boundary. It is bisected north to south by a railway line.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The landscape area is
characterised by large scale, open
arable fields.

Landform

Topography in the landscape area
is broadly flat at an elevation of
80-85m AOD. The land rises very
gently either side of the Pothooks
Brook, which flows northwards
through the centre of the area.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Fields here are almost exclusively
post-1880s reorganised fields. A
small proportion of the area in the
south west and north west is
piecemeal enclosure from the
industrial period. Comparison with
the 1888 OS map indicates a
number of 20th century field
enlargements through hedgerow
boundary removals.

'Natural'
character

There are no identified priority
habitats or natural heritage
designations within this area.

Valued natural features include
vegetation along the Pothooks
Brook and the railway line.

Built character

A railway line, including overhead
line equipment, runs north to
south through the centre of the
area.

A small school, Dunston village
hall and some residential
properties are present along
School Lane in the far south of
the landscape area. None of these
are listed buildings or important
to landscape character.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

Settlement
setting

A1.442

The area benefits from a network
of public rights of way allowing
good access through the
landscape.

The area experiences traffic noise
from the adjacent M6 and A449,
along with some noise from
intermittent passing trains.

The area has a degree of rural
character and tranquillity,
particularly away from the
transport corridors. However,
modern built development, such
as the M6, a telecoms mast and a
large distribution centre at
Junction 13 of the motorway, is
visible from some points within
the landscape area.
The area provides a rural
backdrop for some parts of
Dunston, and for Coppenhall
which overlooks the area.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL94
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Visual
prominence

Due to its flat topography, the
area is not visually prominent
within the wider landscape. It is,
however, open and is locally
visible.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is little inter-visibility with
Cannock Chase AONB, situated
3.8km to the east, due to the flat
topography and intervening
screening provided by the
elevated M6 corridor with treelined embankments.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL94s1

Size (ha)

Rating

47.84

Low - Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
Whilst the area has relatively high visibility due to its open character, this is very localised due to the flat topography. The area
has a relatively simple, large scale landscape pattern with limited time depth and valued natural features. It is also adversely
affected by proximity to the M6. This combination of attributes results in an overall low-moderate landscape sensitivity to
residential development. The sensitivity of the landscape increases with distance from the motorway corridor.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
Due to the proximity of the area to the small scale development within Dunston village, the landscape would have a moderate
sensitivity to employment uses and this would increase with distance from the M6.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 027 (Housing); Ref: 588 (Housing); Ref: E30 (Employment)

Landscape Assessment Area
SL94s2

Size (ha)

Rating

23.88

Moderate

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The sensitivity of the landscape increases with distance from the motorway corridor, west of the Pothooks Brook. The increased
sense of rurality and tranquility, as well as inter-visibility with Coppenhall which sits on rising landform north west of the area
results in moderate overall sensitivity.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating
The landscape would have a moderate-high sensitivity to employment uses.

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 588 (Housing)

A1.443

South Staffordshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.444
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Landscape Area Reference

SL95

Area Ref SL95

Area Size (ha):

20.8ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Ancient Clay Farmlands.
The landscape area is located to the south of the southern settlement edge of Stafford, and is enclosed by the M6, the A449 and
the Pothooks Brook. A railway line runs north to south through the west of the area.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

The landscape area is dominated
by a large scale distribution
centre facility, a hotel, offices,
houses and associated car parks.

Landform

Landform here is almost flat,
ranging in elevation between 75m
and 80m AOD. The Pothooks
Brook forms the northern
boundary of the area but does not
significantly affect the flat
topography.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Historically the landscape was an
area of planned enclosure and
strip fields, but now the majority
of the land has been developed as
part of an industrial complex.

'Natural'
character

High levels of existing built
development dilute the natural
character of the are and there are
no identified priority habitats or
natural heritage designations
within this area.

Built character

Built features within this area
include a visually dominant large
scale industrial warehouse
complex, and a modern hotel,
offices and housing.

Recreational
character

There are no public rights of way
or open access areas within the
landscape area.

Perceptual
aspects

The area is heavily urbanised and
receives significant noise pollution
because of its location between
the M6 and the A449.

Settlement
setting

The area does not contribute to
the visual setting of surrounding
settlement.

Visual
prominence

A1.447

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Valued natural features are
limited to deciduous woodland
along the Pothooks Brook and
areas of non-intesively managed
grassland and scrub.

The landform is not visually
prominent and the area is
screened by woodland; however
the large warehouse partly rises
above the treeline and is
overlooked and visible from some
of the surrounding area, including
the M6 and Acton Trussell to the
south east.

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Area Ref SL95
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Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

There is potential inter-visibility in
long range views with some areas
of Cannock Chase AONB, c.3.5km
to the east.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL95s1

Size (ha)

Rating

20.83

Low

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The majority of the area is already developed with industrial and commercial buildings and car parking, and there is signicant
screening provided by established tree belts internally and around some of the external boundaries. There is little time depth
and rural character to the area. The existing buildings are visually prominent from stretches of the M6 and there is potential
long distance inter-visibility with Cannock Chase AONB. This combination of attributes indicates a low overall landscape
sensitivity to new residential or employment development.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 632 (Employment)

Landscape Sensitivity Rating
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Landscape Area Reference

SL96

Area Ref SL96

Area Size (ha):

225.1ha

Location and Landscape Character Context
The area falls within the following Landscape Character Type: Sandstone Estatelands.
The landscape area is located between three settlements: Acton Trussell to the south; Wildwood (Stafford) to the north; and
Newton to the east.
Aerial View of Landscape Area with Promoted Sites

Representative Views
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Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints

Landscape Assessment Area with Absolute Constraints and Other Designations

A1.450

Area Ref SL96
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Appraisal of Landscape Sensitivity
Characteristic /
Attribute

Lower Sensitivity to
Development

Scale

Moderate Sensitivity to
Development

Higher Sensitivity to
Development

Pastoral and arable fields are
predominantly medium in scale,
bound by intact hedgerows and
frequent in-field trees, with
straight drainage ditch dividing
the floodplain to the west.

Landform

An undulating landform rises
steeply from the floodplain along
the River Penk at 75m AOD to
pronounced hills, including the
locally prominent Acton Hill at
120m AOD.

Landscape
pattern and
time depth

Irregular, predominantly
post-1880s reorganised fields
characterise the area, with
18th/19th century planned
enclosure east of Acton Hill Road
and drained wetlands (historically
part of the Radford Meadows)
along the Penk Valley to the west.
Historic parkland associated with
Acton Hill Farm extends north
from the farm to the edge of
Stafford.

'Natural'
character

Areas of semi-natural habitat
include priority habitat deciduous
woodland which extends as a
plantation along the settlement
edge of Stafford and woodland
above the floodplain (The
Larchery), as well as floodplain
grazing marsh along the Penk
Valley (which extends south from
the Radford Meadows Local
Wildlife Site (SBI)). Valued
natural features include mature
hedgerows, hedgerow and in-field
trees.

Built character

Built features important to
landscape character include
scattered historic farmsteads. One
of these, Brookhouse, and its
attached barn are Grade II listed.

Recreational
character

Perceptual
aspects

A1.451

There are no public rights of way
or open access areas within the
landscape area.

The network of rural lanes and
steep slopes make this area
popular with recreational cyclists.

Despite the proximity of Stafford,
the area retains a strongly rural
character. Scattered farmsteads
are linked by rural lanes with
open views to the wooded hills of
Cannock Chase to the east. The
area has a sense of tranquility
and experience of 'dark skies'.
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Settlement
setting

The area provides an attractive
rural backdrop to the southern
settlement edge of Stafford and
Acton Trussel, with Acton Hill
providing a distinctive element in
views from the settlement. The
area also maintains the sense of
separation between Stafford and
the village of Acton Trussell.

Visual
prominence

The farmed landscape on Acton
Hill is visually prominent in views
from the wider landscape.

Inter-visibility
with adjacent
designated
landscapes or
promoted view
points

The area is visible from parts of
Cannock Chase AONB which lies
c.800m to the east.

Landscape Assessment
Landscape
SensitivityArea
Evaluation
SL96s1

Size (ha)

Rating

225.14

High

Landscape Sensitivity Judgement
The area has a high landscape sensitivity to residential development due to the visual prominence of this farmed landscape and
its strongly rural character which provides an atractive backdrop and separation to the surrounding settlements.

Anomalies to the Overall Landscape Sensitivity Rating

List of Promoted Sites within Scenario
Ref: 036a (Housing); Ref: 036c (Housing)

A1.452
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Landscape Sensitivity Rating

A1.453
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