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Name of the Local Plan to whlch thls
repres€ntatlon relat6s:

South Staffordshire Council
Local Plan 2023 - 2O4L

Please r€turn to South Staffurdshir€ Council by 12 noon Frtday 31 l,lay 2024
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official
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Ref:

Thls form has two parts -
Part A - Personal Detalls: need only be completed once.
Part B - Your representatlon(s). Please flll in a separate sheet for each
representatlon you wish to make.

Part A
1. Personal 2. Agent's Details (if
Detallsr appllcable).If an agent ls aprylobd, plusc @mpleE only $e Tlde, llame and Organlsation (tf app cable)
boxes below but @mplele the full @n,nct deb s of lhe ageat ln 2,

H(,Title

First Name

Last Name

Job Tltle
(where r€levant)
Organlsauofl
(wherE relevant)
Address Une 1

Line 2

Line 3

Line 4

Post Code

Telephone
Number

E-mail Address
(YYhere rclcvant)
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Paft B - Please use a separate sheet for each
representation

Pa rag ra ph Policy oS3 Policies Map o 3Lc

4. Do you consider the Local Plan is :

(1) Legally clmpliant Yes

(2) Sound Yes

No

No

No
(3) Complles wlth the
Duty to co-operate Yes

Ses se?aqarr sH€ET I oc2

Con6nue on a se if

6, Please set out the modiflcatlon(s) you consider necessary to make the Local
Plan legally compllant and sound, in respect of any legal compliance or soundness
matters you have identifled at 5 above. (Please note that non-compllance with
the duty to co-operate ls incapable of modification at examination). You will need
to say why each modlflcation will make the Local Plan legally compllant or sound'
It will be helpful lf you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of
any pollry or text. Please be as precise as possible.

1
29

,-/

/

Name or Organisatlon:

3. To which part of the Local Plan does thls representation relate?

v/
Please tlck as appropriate

5. Please give details of why you consider the local Plan is not legally compliant or
is unsound or fails to comply wlth the duty to co-operate. Please be as precise as
posslble.
If you wish to support the legal compllance or soundness of the Local Plan or its
compllance wlth the duty to co-operate, please also use this box to set out your
comments.
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Please note: In your representatlon you should provlde su@lndly all the
evidence and suppofting information necessary to suppott your representation
and your suggested modiflcation(s). You should not assume that you will have a
further opportunity to make submlssions.
Att€/r thls stage. further submlsslons may only be mada tf lnvlted by the
Iaspector, based on the matters and ,ssues ,re or she ldentlfles for
examlnatlon,

7. If your representation is seeklng a modiflcation to the plan, do you consider it
necessary to participate in examinatlon hearing session(s)?

,./
No, I do not wish to
partlclpate in
hearing session(s)

L If you wish to participate in the hearing session(s), please outline why you
consider this to be necessary:

Y83, I wlsh to
partlcipate ln
hearlng sesslon(s)

Ml4

Ser ScgAeAT€ SHE-ET Q.a.z

nue on a box if necessasheet

Please note that whlle this wlll provlde an lnltlal indlcation of your wlsh to
partlcipate ln hearlng session(s), you may be asked at a later polnt to confirm
your request to partlclpate.
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Part B 5 Representation continuation sheet 1 of 2

Duty to Cooperate

This piece of land and the field it forms part of (Policy Map 036C) has been subject to speculative

development by a maior builder for several years and whilst many objections by local residents have

been made, no account ofthese has been taken into consideration when drawing up the Plan. They

have been ignored in favour of the developer. Cooperdtion has been one sided only. I therefore feel

that the duty to cooperate has not been complied with.

Legally Compliant

There are se\€ral statements in the Plan which go against the rustification for the development, but

which the SSC seem to have ignored. Therefore, I find the planned development for this area is not

legally compliant with their own policies. This is explained in detail in the next section Soundness.

Soundness

I believe the proposed development of the land at Policy Map 036C, weeping cross, (being open

Countryside) is unsound for the following reasons and therefore also not Legally Compliant. Section

5 of the Plan paragraph 5.7 Open countryside, this refers to what it will need to be consistent with

for development to be acceptable. Under Policy 0S3,036C does not fall into these development
proposals and is therefore not supported under this part of the Policy. lt goes on to state that such

Development on Open Countryside will be considered on a case-bytase basis, and will only be

permitted where they are not located on best and most versatile agricultural land. The land

proposed for development at 036C comes under 'best and most versatile agricultural land'.

Therefore, under the Policy D53 - Open Countryside, the land at 036C for development is in direct
contradiction with permitted development under Policy D53 and is therefore not legally compliant
with its own Policy. Thus, the proposal cannot be considered Sound.

Paragraph 5.28 - Southern Edge of Stafford (A34 Corridor) states why this particular piece of land

should not be developed. lt gives good and supportable reasons for this decision. lt then refers to a

small section of Non€reen Belt Housing Land for development. What it fails to mention is that this
proposed development land is 036C on the Plan is part of the same field mentioned above and is

equally 'best and most versatile agricultural land'. lt's the same field. Again, the basis for building on

this is Unsound for the same reasons given for the larger field of which it forms part. lt does not pass

the test of Soundness. The Plan isnot Positively Prepared with regard to this and only considers the
speculative developer's approach and not local opinion. The development of this land is not justified

or effective beciuse it is well away, and isolated, from any of the District's other communities. The

development is best and most ve6atile agricultural land which is not consistent with its own Policy

DS3.
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Modification to the Plan

The land at Weeping Cross 036C on the Plan constitutes only 1.6% of housing delivery. Such a small

percentage could be apportioned to the larger and more needy communities such as Tier 1 villages

like Penkrid8e, Codsall and Bilbrook without addinS any extreme or significant difference to their
development and would be placed nearer to where work and transport is available.




