South Staffordshire Local Plan

Core Policy 1 - The Spatial Strategy for South Staffordshire

The rural regeneration of South Staffordshire will be delivered through the
implementation of the following Spatial Strategy. The principal aim will be to
meet local needs, whilst recognising the constraints that impact upon the
District, and support and improve infrastructure and service delivery in the
District.

Throughout the District, growth will be located at the most accessible and
sustainable locations in accordance with the Settlement Hierarchy set out below
and the Council will work with partners to deliver the infrastructure, facilities
and services required to support this growth. An integral part of the Strategy
will be to protect, maintain and enhance the natural and historic environment
and the local distinctiveness of the District and retain and reinforce the current
settlement pattern.

In relation to the District’s existing communities and settlements, appropriate
proposals which contribute to their improved sustainability, cohesion and
community wellbeing, will be supported.

Development proposals will be expected to make efficient use of land and
prioritise the use of Previously Developed Land (brownfield land) in sustainable
locations, provided it is not of high environmental value, whilst safeguarding the
character of existing residential areas.

Main Service Villages

Bilbrook, Brewood, Cheslyn Hay, Codsall, Great Wyrley, Kinver, Penkridge,
Perton and Wombourne are defined as Main Service Villages and will be the
main focus for housing growth, employment development and service provision.
Village centres will be the focus for new shopping and small scale office
development to maintain their vitality and viability.

Local Service Villages

Coven, Essington, Featherstone, Huntington, Pattingham, Swindon and Wheaton
Aston are defined as Local Service Villages where limited development will be
supported where it meets local needs, whilst recognising the constraints that
impact upon the District. Employment development will be limited to that which
meets local business and community needs and maintains the vitality and
viability of these communities. Shopping and office development will be located
in the village centres.

Small Service Villages

Bednall, Bobbington, Bishops Wood, Dunston, Shareshill, and Trysull are defined
as Small Service Villages where very limited development may be acceptable
for the provision of rural affordable housing where it clearly supports a local
need and contributes to the sustainability of those local communities.
Employment development will be limited to rural employment and diversification
which meets local business and community needs.
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Other Villages and Hamlets

The villages defined as Other Villages and Hamlets are not identified for
growth, and development will only be permitted in exceptional circumstances for
the provision of rural affordable housing to meet identified local needs. New
development in these locations will therefore be limited to rural affordable
housing schemes provided through rural exception sites and the conversion and
re-use of redundant rural buildings to appropriate uses.

QOutside the Service Villages

Outside the service villages, the objective of the Spatial Strategy is to protect
the attractive rural character of the countryside where new development will be
restricted to particular types of development to meet affordable housing needs,
support tourism, provide for sport and recreation and support the local rural
economy and rural diversification.

As part of the strategy for employment and economic development, support will
continue to be given to the four existing freestanding strategic employment
sites (i54, Hilton Cross, ROF Featherstone/Brinsford and Four Ashes).

The Green Belt and Open Countryside

The South Staffordshire portion of the West Midlands Green Belt as defined on
the Policies Map, will be protected from inappropriate development and
proposals will be considered in the light of other local planning policies and the
policy restrictions relating to Green Belt in the NPPF, however the Council will
consider favourably sustainable development which accords with this Spatial
Strategy.

The general extent of the Green Belt and the area defined as Open Countryside
will be protected and maintained for the Plan period but some land will need to
be released from the Green Belt and Open Countryside in some locations at the
Main and Local Service Villages to deliver the proposed development strategy
and enable the sustainable growth of these villages. A partial review of Green
Belt boundaries and a review of Major Developed Sites in the Green Belt will be
carried out through the Site Allocations DPD.

Delivering the Strategy

The Spatial Strategy will be delivered through the Core Policies and
Development Policies. In all cases development should not conflict with the local
planning policies, particularly the environmental policies. Development should
be designed to be sustainable, seek to enhance the environment, and should
provide any necessary mitigating or compensatory measures to address harmful
implications.
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Explanation

South Staffordshire lies on the edge of the West Midlands Conurbation close
to the Major Urban Areas of the Black County and has its own distinctive
character. A key aspect of South Staffordshire’s local distinctiveness is based
around its ethos and philosophy of being a ‘community of communities’. The
settlement pattern of South Staffordshire is that of a rural area with many
villages of different sizes situated within 27 parishes. There is no single
dominant settlement and many of our residents rely on the services provided
within towns and cities outside the District to meet some of their *higher
order’ needs including hospitals, certain types of retail needs, and certain
types of leisure and employment opportunities. This is in part because they
are not able to meet their needs locally. Similarly, many of the people who
work in and use the facilities of the District, actually live outside it.

The Spatial Strategy for South Staffordshire is to spread development
geographically around the District based on a Settlement Hierarchy. The
principal aim of the Strategy is to meet local needs whilst recognising the
constraints that impact upon the District, and support the retention of
existing facilities and services in villages in a sustainable way and where
possible improve them. The Settlement Hierarchy classifies villages as Main
Service Villages, Local Service Villages and Small Service Villages and the
very small villages in the District are classified as Other Villages and Hamlets.
The Settlement Hierarchy is shown on the following map.
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Policy GB1: Develop n the Green Belt

Within the South Staffordshlre port;on of the West Midlands Green Belt
as defined on the - Pol;caes Map, development acceptable within the

;f_:'_a)._purposes directly related to agriculture._o._______o'rest'r'y_..

b) appropriate small-scale “facilities for outdoor sport or recreat[on,
nature conservation, cemete_rles -'ancf for other uses of land which
preserve the openness of the ‘Green . B_elt and which do not conflict
with its purposes; or r:j: TR

'-affordabte_:housmg where there is a proven Eocal need m accordance.f'

) E|mtted inf __ng* and limited extension(s), alteration or rep!ac ]
-'Eof an existing building where the extension(s) or alterations :
_-:d;sproportlonate to the size of the orlgfnai bu:ldmg, and_in.___ 3

extensions, rebuilding or requ:red aiteratlons), would not harm the
openness of the Green Belt or the fulfilment of |ts purposes,

C.-_ Changes of Use of Land

f) ;the carrymg out of englneermg or other operations, or t'he mak o
a material change of use of land, where the works or use P o’posed-i;-';_'
would have no.material effect on the openness of the Gre
the fuiftl nent of its

D. Deve[opment brought forward under a Community Right to Buzld' B
Order. L g

Development proposals hould'be consistent with other local planning
policies. . o

*Footnote: L:mlted m 1g Is. defmed as the filling of small gaps (1 or 2
buildings) within a built up frontage of development which would not
exceed the height of the existing bu:ld:ngs ‘not lead to a major increase
in the developed proportion of the site, or have a greater impact on the
openness of the Green Belt and the purpose of including land within it.
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