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Supplementary Note to the South Staffordshire Local Plan Examination 2025 — Action
8.1,8.5,8.6and 8.7

This note has been produced by South Staffordshire Council to supplement the
Examination of the South Staffordshire Local Plan. It directly responds to Action 8.1,
8.5,8.6and 8.7

Action 8.1 — Council to review policy and supporting text of HC9 to include
reference to how proposals for boat dwellers will be treated.

Action 8.5 — Council to delete ‘will only’ from Policy HC9.

Action 8.6 — Council to review Policy HC9 in line with the discussion on the
following criterion: b, ¢, d, f, g, jand I.

Action 8.7 - Council to review criterion g and h of Policy HC9 in conjunction
with Policy DS1 on the treatment of windfall proposals in the Green Belt. This
should include consideration of a further local exception linked to the supply
position, family connections and sites comparable to the definition of grey
belt.

Gypsies, Travellers, Travelling Showpeople_ and Boat | Deleted: and
Dwellers

7.23 The Government’s Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (PPTS) - August 2015 details that
Local Plans should set criteria-based policies for guiding allocations that have been
proposed to meet an identified need; as well as well as for decisions on planning
applications that are proposed on unallocated sites (e.g. windfall developments). The
definition of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople is set out in the 2012 PPTS.

7.24 The council is unable to meet its full 5-year requirement (92 pitches) for gypsy and
traveller pitches due to a lack of suitable site options to meet evidenced locally
generated needs, with an assessment of site options through the Pitch Deliverability
Study 2021 identifying 42 suitable pitch options towards this 5 year requirement.
However, based on representations to our Preferred Options consultation in 2021, the
decision was taken to delete Land at 122 Streets Lane (GT35) when taking account of a
planning inspector’s conclusions on the unsuitability of the site at a previous Section 78
Appeal. Through the 2024 GTAA update, the five year needs of families were
reassessed, including the families on sites assessed as suitable for expansion, with the
number of pitches proposed reflecting this latest evidence. As a result, the Local Plan
has suitable sites to allocate 37 pitches towards the 5 year identified needs of families,
with further provision likely to come through windfall developments that will be
considered against this policy. The council will respond positively to windfall proposals



7.25

X.XX

that accord with Policy HC9, including intensification or expansion of existing sites
where there is a proven existing family need.

The PPTS confirms that criteria-based policies should be fair and should facilitate
traditional and nomadic life of travellers while respecting the interests of the settled
community. This policy is therefore needed to ensure that the new sites/pitches are
located in the right areas, are well designed, function effectively, and meet the needs of
our Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople communities’, whilst also protecting the
amenity of neighbouring residential areas. Proposals for Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling
Showpeople sites will need to meet the relevant criteria in Policy HC9, alongside other
relevant policy requirements in the plan such as those relating to flood risk and
Biodiversity Net Gain.

Policy HC9 also sets out the policy requirements for residential moorings to

accommodate boat dwellers. Whilst in recent times the council has not seen planning
permission sought for residential moorings, as a number of important canals pass
through the district, it is important that there is a policy basis for considering such
proposals should they be proposed.

Policy HC9: Gypsies, Travellers, Travelling Showpeople and Boat Dwellers

[ Deleted: and

Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople

Applications for Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople pitches or plots wil| be

[ Deleted: | only

supported where all of the following relevant criteria are met:

a) Essential services such as power, water, drainage, sewage disposal and refuse/waste
disposal are provided on site.

b) The site is well designed and landscaped with clearly demarcated site and pitch
boundaries using appropriate boundary treatment and landscaping sympathetic to,
and in keeping with, the surrounding area. Where tree and hedgerow boundaries
border the site these should be retained and strengthened where this would be

[ Deleted: where possible

sympathetic to the wider landscape character.

c) The site is in a sustainable location.

d) Sites must be designed to ensure privacy between pitches and between the site and

adjacent users, Proposals for caravans in residential gardens will be refused where

they have an adverse impact on the amenity of neighbouring properties.

e) The site can be safely and adequately accessed by vehicles towing caravans, is well
related to the highway network, and provides adequate space within the site to
accommodate vehicle parking and turning space to accommodate the occupants of
the site.

Deleted: The amenity of the site’s occupiers and
neighbouring residential properties is protected in
accordance with Policy HC11. ...

[ Deleted: , including residential canal side moorings
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{ Deleted: dominate the nearest settled communities, to

avoid problems of community safety arising from poor
social cohesion with existing families.

» /{ Deleted: or unnecessary sprawl. }

Deleted: Where proposals are in the Green Belt,
proposals will only be acceptable where they conform to
Policy DS1. The proposed allocations of new pitches in the
Green Belt set out in Policy SA4 will be acceptable in
principle, subject to conformity with Policy SA4 and all
criteria in this policy.

o Deleted: <#>Proposals are not located in areas at high
risk of flooding.q

/{ Deleted: and are }









